RIDVAN O 92

No.22, Months of Qudrat 179 B.E November 2022 sl wn 179 Gl jed 22 el
2022 ' . 5 e

Doy (85 45 (S b (9518 (Bl 35 Gl s (A 7 s zlas alle Ja) OS sl D) 5l 45 5
Vs [l st oo dll el &V 5 5 elgallaie < joaa dlleler i ax] 280 B3a LI afia Cad 534Sl
Gab Gty 03 ga 38 B8 (el aliul 5 2VT LS Cigay laalle diglas aS 4cllll ¢ 5 4y 0) aaen K
Gl B 5 O e esd ST s aSally A8l 20 K0 e Cudle 5 Cdia @ Ga e
cledlae 2y K Rk o
The purpose ... is to make it abundantly clear that the divine religions, the holy precepts,
the heavenly teachings, are the unassailable basis of human happiness, and that the peoples
of the world can hope for no real relief or deliverance without this one great remedy. This
panacea must, however, be administered by a wise and skilled physician [succeeding
Baha’uw’llah: ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the Guardians of the Cause in the Baha’i Faith
Dispensation], for in the hands of an incompetent all the cures that the Lord of men has
ever created to heal men’s ills could produce no health and would on the contrary only
destroy the helpless and burden the hearts of the already afflicted.
- ‘Abdu’l-Baha



RIDVAN is the formal publication of the community of the believers in the
continuation of Guardianship in the Bah4’i Faith. It is published under the direction
and guidance of E. S. Yazdani, the present fifth Guardian of the Baha’i Faith. Its aim
IS to teach and promote the teachings of the Baha’i Faith, particularly the Principles
of the World Order of Baha’u’lldh established by its Founder, Baha’u’llah; defined
and explained by ‘Abdu’l-Baha; and promoted and applied by Shoghi Effendi, the
first Guardian. After Shoghi Effendi, the Faith has been guarded by the succeeding
Guardians: C. M. Remey, D. A. Harvey, and Jacques Soghomonian. The Baha’i Faith
Is currently protected by the present fifth Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, E. S. Yazdani.

Address for Correspondence:
RIDVAN
P.O. BOX 563,
HORNSBY, NSW, 1630,
AUSTRALIA
Email: esyazdani@yazdani.com.au
Tel.: +612 96522640

Table of Contents

Statement of Mission and Table of Contents 2
Message to all the believers in Baha’u’llah 3
Tablet of Holy Mariner in ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s Handwriting 4
A Poem by Tahirih 5
Tablet of Holy Mariner in Arabic and in English 6
Translation of two couplets of a ghazal by Baha’u’llah 9
Prayer by Shoghi Effendi in Arabic and its translation in English 10
In commemoration of Shoghi Effendi, the first Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
ascension on November 4, 1957 11
Posed questions to the so-called Universal House of Justice 22
Letter to Joel Bray Marangella 26
Chain of e-Mails to and from Joel Bray Marangella 33
dlelgy G pan ) J3e 36
Ll B8 5 avde (sla 48 8 5 il 37
Extracts from Ll (38 5 a3 sla 43 3 5 <l translated in English 58
Letter of October 8, 2021, from the Guardian to the believers 62
Letter from LSA of Lucknow in India to the Hands of the Faith 73
Mason Remey Daily Observation; Entry February12, 1959 74
Bila 5l e 75
An open letter from Ms. Virinda Norton 76
Twenty-Five Years of the Guardianship 77
dlelg & yoan 3l gl ]7


mailto:esyazdani@yazdani.com.au

Message to All Believers in Baha’u’llah

Shoghi Effendi, the first Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith, left this world on November 4, 1957. After
his death, a group of people then elevated to the
rank of the Hands of the Cause of God and led
by Rdhiyyih Khanum openly opposed and
challenged the authority of C. M. Remey, the
head of the embryo of the Universal House of
Justice, who was appointed by the first guardian
of the Faith to that position on January 9, 1951.
Because the head of the Universal House of
Justice and the office of the Guardianship are the
same, C. M. Remey became the second Guardian
of the Bah4’i faith on November 4, 1957. C. M.
Remey declared his position as the second
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith and the successor
to the first Guardian in a declaration dated
Ridvan, 117 BE, April 1960.

The group of the ex-Hands of the Cause
collectively claimed the successorship to Shoghi
Effendi, and after “assuming the reins of
authority with no documents”” to support them,
formed an illegitimate Universal House of
Justice in 1963 to mislead the believers.

This so-called Universal House of Justice does
not have a living Guardian, in person, as its
president, which is a fundamental requirement
under the provisions of the Will and Testament
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This house has not been
formed in accordance with the Writings of the
Baha’i Faith. It has not developed from the
embryo of the Universal House of Justice,
established by the first Guardian of the Faith in
early 1951. Explicitly, this body, the budded
Universal House of Justice, is a false universal
house of justice, and it is illegitimate.

Shoghi Effendi rejected in advance the validity of
such an institution in a letter written in the summer
of 1925. He states:

“Any institution that is not established in
accordance with the Divine Order, notin
conformity with the principles and the conditions
recorded in the Holy Writings, as it is required for
this august institution, consequently such an
institution is void of credential, deprived of
spiritual station and forbidden to have any right to
legislate and enact laws and ordinances which are
not explicitly recorded in the Holy Writings. It
also lacks the essential qualities and the Divine

confirmation.” * Ruhiyyih Khanum, Introduction, The
Ministry of the Custodians, 1957—1963, Bahd i World Centre,
Haifa, 9
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TABLET OF THE HOLY
MARINER

Regarding this Tablet, ‘Abdu’l-Baha counsels:
“Study the Tablet of the Holy Mariner that ye
may know the truth and consider that the
Blessed Beauty hath fully foretold future
events.”

Let them who perceive, take warning!’

After each verse, except the last three, is the
refrain: ‘Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!’

He is the Gracious, the well-
beloved!

O Holy Mariner!

Bid thine ark of eternity appear before the
Celestial Concourse,

Launch it upon the ancient sea, in His Name,
the Most Wondrous,

And let the angelic spirits enter, in the Name
of God, the Most High!

Unmoor it, then, that it may sail upon the
ocean of glory,

Haply the dwellers therein may attain the
retreats of nearness in the everlasting realm.

Having reached the sacred strand, the shore
of the crimson seas,

Bid them issue forth and attain this ethereal
invisible station,

A station wherein the Lord hath in the Flame
of His Beauty appeared within the deathless
tree.

Wherein the embodiments of His Cause
cleansed themselves of seal and passion.

Around which the Glory of Moses doth
circle with the everlasting hosts.

Wherein the Hand of God was drawn forth
from His bosom of Grandeur.

Wherein the ark of the Cause remaineth
motionless even though to its dwellers be
declared all divine attributes.

O Mariner! Teach them that are within the
ark that which we have taught thee behind the
mystic veil,
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Perchance they may not tarry in the sacred
snow-white spot,

But may soar upon the wings of the spirit
unto that station which the Lord hath exalted
above all mention in the worlds below,

May wing through space even as the
favoured birds in the realm of eternal reunion.

May know the mysteries hidden in the Seas
of light.

They passed the grades of worldly
limitations and reached that of the divine unity,
the centre of heavenly guidance.

They have desired to ascend unto that state
which the Lord hath ordained to be above their
stations.

Whereupon the burning meteor cast them
out from the that abide in the Kingdom of His
Presence,

And they heard the Voice of Grandeur
raised from behind the unseen pavilion upon
the Height of Glory:

‘O guardian angels! Return them to their
abode in the world below,

Inasmuch as they have purposed to rise to
that sphere which the wings of the celestial
dove have never attained;

Whereupon the ship of fancy standeth still
which the minds of them that comprehend
cannot grasp.’

Whereupon the maid of heaven looked out
from her exalted chamber,

And with her brow signed to the Celestial
Concourse,

Flooding with the light of her countenance
the heaven and the earth,

And as the radiance of her beauty shone
upon the people of dust,

All beings were shaken in their mortal
graves.

She then raised the call which no ear
through all eternity hath ever heard,

And thus proclaimed: ‘By the Lord! He
whose heart hath not the fragrance of the love
of the exalted and glorious Arabian Youth,
Can in no wise ascend unto the glory of the
highest heaven.’

Thereupon she summoned unto herself one
maiden from her handmaidens,

And commanded her: ‘Descend into space
from the mansions of eternity,
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And turn thou unto that which they have
concealed in the inmost of their hearts.

Shouldest though inhale the perfume of the
robe from the Youth that hath been hidden
within the tabernacle of light by reason of that
which the hands of the wicked have wrought,

Raise a cry within thyself, that all the
inmates of the chambers of Paradise, that are
the embodiments of the eternal wealth, may
understand and hearken;

That they may all come down from their
everlasting chambers and tremble,

And kiss their hands and feet for having
soared to the heights of faithfulness;

Perchance they may find from their robes
the fragrance of the beloved one.

Thereupon the countenance of the favoured
damsel beamed above the celestial chambers
even as the light that shineth from the face of
the Youth above his mortal temple;

She then descended with such an adorning
as to illumine the heavens and all that is therein.

She bestirred herself and perfumed all
things in the lands of holiness and grandeur.

When she reached that place she rose to her
fill height in the midmost heart of creation,

And sought to inhale their fragrance at a
time that knoweth neither beginning nor end.

She found not in them that which she did
desire, and this, verily, is but one of His
wondrous tales.

She then cried aloud, wailed and repaired to
her own station within her most lofty mansion,

And then gave utterance to one mystic
word, whispered privily by her honeyed
tongue,

And raised the call amidst the Celestial
Concourse and the immortal maids of heaven:

‘By the Lord! I found not from these idle
claimants the breeze of Faithfulness!

By the Lord! The Youth hath remained lone
and forlorn in the land of exile in the hands of
the ungodly.’

She then uttered within herself such a cry
that she Celestial Concourse did shriek and
tremble,

And she fell upon the dust and gave up the
spirit. It seemeth she was called and hearkened
unto Him that summoned her unto the Realm
on High.

GV 3y Ol

Y e S 3 gl L o] a7

SV Gy Olboernd

28 Bslr 3 e T e o anadll ly; kg 08
sLasi) bl o

SV 3y Ol

St 3 S o 3 iy gl Sk e
siall JSTen pe g2l

i) Bt o oalS Sy () G Ot

SV 3y Ol

sBll slsn 3 1yl U vty gl 50

Pl &y Olbornd

$Vsa jaced 8 ) iy, Dag ey

Pl &y Olornd

ol g LA B e A Ry 38l 1)
sl 53l e

AN L) Oberd

L Loy lgezd) w350 1k i

Pl &y Olornd

slatdly ol o 3 st Y1 IS o e 15 s1od) 3 =S
AN L) Olerd

Sl B (3 shgral JasnS s SN 1) caaly Ll
l &y Olord

Vs oS als (5,4 Lo 501 0L (3 vgin iz 7
syl S5

AN L) Olerd

slomall j2ad a1y 3l L gie g g

SN D) Olerd

sl Layab (3 Lealie ] Conmyg iy el 6
I D) Olerd

) Bl e e 1S IS 7

SV ) Ol

sl ey SV B o iy

SV G Ol



Glorified be He that created her out of the
essence of love in the midmost heard of His
exalted paradise!

[Up to this point between each line is the refrain:
‘Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!’]

Thereupon the maids of heaven hastened
forth from their chambers, upon whose
countenances of the eye of no dweller in the
highest paradise had ever gazed.

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!
They all gathered around her and lo! They
found her body fallen upon the dust;

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!

And as they beheld her state and
comprehended a word of the tale told by the
Youth, they bared their heads, rent their
garments asunder, beat upon their faces, forgot
their joy, shed tears and smote with their hands
upon their cheeks, and this is verily one of the
mysterious grievous afflictions-

Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!
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“If thine aim be to cherish thy life, approach not our Court:
but if sacrifice be thy heart’s desire, come and let others come
with thee
For such is the way of Faith, if in thy heart thou seekest reunion
with Baha:
shouldst thou refuse to tread this path, why trouble us, Begone!”
- Bahad’u’llah
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He is God!

O Lord! Our Refuge! Remove our sorrow with the dawn of the sun
of Your [thy] gracious promise, reduce our sadness by descending
thy angels of plain victory, and give us the insight to see the signs
of Your [thy] magnificent Cause. Lord! Bestow upon us much
patience and open up before us the doors to Your [thy] favours
and blessings; Grant us the sweet taste of happiness and elevate
us to the station which You [thou] promised us in Your [thy]
Tablets and Books. O our Lord! For how long should this inequity
and rebellion continue to exist? Up to when should there be such
outrage and hostility? Is there any protection besides Thou? Nay,
save thy holiness, the Most Compassionate. Thou art the Shelter
of those who are destitute and the hearer of the prayers of the
oppressed people. Reach us! Reach us by thy Grace, O Lord, the
All-Glorious; Disappoint us not in achieving our goals, O the
Desire of the world and the Most Merciful! (rranstated by kamran Taimouri’
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IN COMMEMORATION
OF

SHOGHI EFFENDI
THE FIRST GUARDIAN OF THE BAHA’[ FAITH
ASCENSION ON NOVEMBER 4, 1957

The following notes were written in memory of the first Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, who guarded
the Faith founded by Baha’u’llah in 1863 for 36 years. Shoghi Effendi implemented the World
Order of Baha’u’llah, which was established by the Founder in His most Holy Book, the Kit’ab-i-
Aghdas, and defined and explained by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 in His Will and Testament. Shoghi Effendi
wrote numerous books, articles, and letters to show his generation and future generations the
significance of the institutions of Baha’u’llah’s World Order such as the Institution of
Guardianship, the Institution of the Universal House of Justice, and the Institution of Hands of the
Cause; he worked tirelessly to establish the Kingdom of God on earth as foretold by His Holiness
Jesus Christ nearly two thousand years ago: “Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy
Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven...”’*; and he was betrayed
by the people surrounding him after he passed away in the early morning hours of November 4,
1957.

Shoghi Effendi was born on March 3, 1896, and left this world on November 4, 1957, as recorded
in “The Passing of Shoghi Effendi,” a booklet written by RUhiyyih Khanum.? Shoghi Effendi was
related to The Béb through his father, Mirz& Hadi Shirazi, and to Baha’u’llah through his mother,
Diya'iyyih Khanum, the eldest daughter of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. In 1937 he married Canadian Mary
Maxwell, known as Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum. She faithfully served the first Guardian of
the Faith, and in her writings published prior to the ascension of Shoghi Effendi exist evidence of
her loyalty to the first Guardian and the Covenant. The reader’s attention is drawn to an excerpt
found in one of her articles, “Twenty-five Years of the Guardianship.”

For the two Wills—those of Bahd 'u’llah and the Master, writes Ruhiyyih Khanum, are so
strongly constructed and so authentic beyond a shadow of a doubt, that it is impossible to
divorce the body of the teachings from their provisions. The principle of successorship,
endowed with the right of Divine interpretation, is the very hub of the Cause into which its
Doctrines and Laws fit like the spokes of a wheel—tear out of the hub and you have to
throw away the whole thing.”? In another article she writes, ...that Manifestation
[Baha 'u’llah] has not taken His Finger from the pulse of the world but will, first through
the Master and then through a line of Guardians, directly exert a guiding influence from
on High over the destinies of men.2

Shoghi Effendi was the successor to ‘Abdu’l-Baha in accordance with His Will and Testament,
which was opened after His ascension.

O my loving friends!”, Abdu’l-Baha writes, “After the passing away of this wronged one,
it is incumbent upon the Aghsan (Branches), the Afnan (Twigs) of the Sacred Lote-Tree,
the Hands (pillars) of the Cause of God and the loved ones of the Abha Beauty to turn unto
Shoghi Effendi—the youthful branch branched from the two hallowed and sacred Lote-
Trees and the fruit grown from the union of the two offshoots of the Tree of Holiness,— as
he is the sign of God, the chosen branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God, he unto whom
all the Aghsan, the Afnan, the Hands of the Cause of God and His loved ones must turn.
He is the Interpreter of the Word of God and after him will succeed the first-born of his
lineal descendents.” In the same document ‘Abdu’l-Baha further writes, “O ye beloved of
the Lord! It is_incumbent upon the Guardian of the Cause of God [underline added] to
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appoint in his own life-time him that shall become his successor that differences may not
arise after his passing. He that is appointed must manifest in himself detachment from all
worldly things, must be the essence of purity, must show in himself the fear of God,
knowledge, wisdom and learning. Thus, should the first-born of the Guardian of the Cause
of God not manifest in himself the truth of the words:--"The child is the secret essence of
its sire," that is, should he not inherit of the spiritual within him (the Guardian of the Cause
of God) and his glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly character, then must he,
(the Guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to succeed him.*

The account of Shoghi Effendi’s personal life has been documented by others, and it is not the
purpose of this article to reflect upon it here. Nor it is the purpose of these notes to reflect, even
very briefly, on the result of his thirty-six years of continuous hard work protecting the Faith; the
implementation of the World Order of Baha’u’llah; or his writings on the Baha’i Faith and its
administration. Rather, the intention here is to concentrate on one of Shoghi Effendi’s most
important duties: appointing his successor to protect the Faith after his ascension.

The reader has noted that it was “incumbent upon the Guardian of the Cause of God [underline
added] to appoint in his own life-time him that shall become his successor that differences may not
arise after his passing.” It was Shoghi Effendi’s duty to appoint his successor in his lifetime.

In fulfilling his duty, the Guardian in his own lifetime not only appointed his successor, but he also
formed the embryo of the Universal House of Justice and appointed its president, C. M. Remey.
On January 9, 1951, the first Guardian of the Faith sent the following cablegram to the Baha’i
World:

Proclaim National Assemblies (of) East (and) West weighty epoch-making decision (of)
formation (of) first International Bahd i Council, forerunner (of) supreme administrative
institution destined (to) emerge (in) fullness (of) time within precincts beneath shadow (of)
World Spiritual Center (of) Faith already established (in) twin cities (of) ‘Akka (and)
Haifa. Fulfillment (of) prophecies uttered (by) Founder (of) Faith (and) Center (of) His
Covenant culminating (in) establishment (of) Jewish State, signalizing birth after lapse (of)
two thousand years (of an) independent nation (in the) Holy Land, (the) swift unfoldment
(of) historic undertaking associated (with) construction (of) superstructure (of the) Babs s
Sepulchre (on) Mount Carmel, (the) present adequate maturity (of) nine vigorously
functioning national administrative institutions throughout Bahd’i World, combine (to)
induce me (to) arrive (at) this historic decision marking most significant milestone (in)
evolution (of) Administrative Order (of the) Faith (of) Bahd u’llah (in) course (of) last
thirty years. Nascent Institution now created (is) invested (with) threefold function: first,
(to) forge link (with) authorities (of) newly emerged State; second, (to) assist me (to)
discharge responsibilities involved (in) erection (of) mighty superstructure (of the) Bab’s
Holy Shrine; third, (to) conduct negotiations related (to) matters (of) personal status (with)
civil authorities. To these will be added further functions (in) course (of) evolution (of) this
first embryonic International Institution, marking its development into officially
recognized Bahd’i Court, its transformation into duly elected body, its efflorescence into
Universal House (of) Justice, (and) its final fruition through erection (of) manifold
auxiliary institutions constituting (the) World Administrative Center destined (to) arise
(and) function (and) remain permanently established (in) close neighborhood (of) Twin
Holy Shrines. Hail (with) thankful, joyous heart (at) long last (the) constitution (of)
International Council which history will acclaim (as the) greatest event shedding lustre
(upon) second epoch (of) Formative Age (of) Bahd i Dispensation potentially unsurpassed
(by) any enterprise undertaken since inception (of) Administrative Order (of) Faith (on)
morrow (of) ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension, ranking second only (to) glorious immortal events
associated (with) Ministries (of the) Three Central Figures (of) Faith (in) course (of) First
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Age (of) most glorious Dispensation (of the) five thousand century Bahd’i Cycle. Advice
publicize announcement through Public Relations Committee.®

Shoghi Effendi in another cablegram dated March 2, 1951, writes, “Greatly welcome assistance
of the newly formed International Council, particularly its president, Mason Remey [under line
added], and its Vice President, Amelia Collins, through contact with authorities designed to spread
the fame, consolidate the foundation and widen the scope of influence emanating from the twin
spiritual, administrative World Centres permanently fixed in the Holy Land constituting the
midmost heart of the entire planet.”” And this cablegram was followed by his cablegram dated
March 8, 1952, where he writes, “The enlargement of the International Baha’i Council. Present
membership now comprises: Amatu’l-Baha R uhiyyih, chosen liaison between me and the Council.
Hands of the Cause, Mason Remey, Amelia Collins, Ugo Giachery, Leroy Aoas, President, Vice-
President, member at large, Secretary-General, respectively. Jesse Revell, Ethel Revell, Lotfullah
Hakim, Treasurer, Western and Eastern assistant Secretaries.®

The International Baha’i Council was like an unborn child being fed through an umbilical cord.
While the Guardian was alive and performing his many duties, Rahiyyih Khanum functioned as
the liaison between the Council and the Guardian; through Ruhiyyih Khanum, the Guardian
provided directions to individuals to carry out his orders. When the first Guardian left this world,
there was no longer any need for a liaison officer, Ruhiyyih Khadnum or otherwise. The Council
became an active organ, the heart and nerve center of the Baha’i Administration. “To these will be
added further functions, ” writes Shoghi Effendi, “(in) course (of) evolution (of) this first embryonic
International Institution, marking its development into officially recognized Baha’i Court, its
transformation into duly elected body, its efflorescence into Universal House (of) Justice, (and) its
final fruition through erection (of) manifold auxiliary institutions constituting (the) World
Administrative Center destined (to) arise (and) function (and) remain permanently established (in)
close neighborhood (of) Twin Holy Shrines.”® In his weighty treatise of February 1934, known as
“The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah,” the first Guardian fully explained the stations of the Bab,
Baha’u’llah, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa together with the importance of the Institutions of Guardianship
and the Universal House of Justice and the relationship between these two Institutions of
Baha’u’llah’s World Order. To protect the Faith and the World Order, Shoghi Effendi left no
ambiguity that the Universal House of Justice is to be formed in accordance with the Writings, and
he withdraws validity and authenticity from any institution that is not formed in accordance with
the Holy Scriptures. In his letter to the Baha’i Eastern Communities via the Local Spiritual
Assembly of the city of Haifa, as early as the summer of 1925, he writes, “Any institution that is
not established in accordance with the Divine Order, not in conformity with the principles and the
conditions recorded in the Holy Writings, as it is required for this august institution, consequently
such an institution is void of divine credential and deprived of spiritual station, and forbidden to have
any right to legislate and enact laws and ordinances which are not explicitly recorded in the Holy
Writings. It also lacks the essential qualities and the Divine confirmation.”*? [Translated]

After the passing of Shoghi Effendi, the succession to the first Guardian lay unshielded. The
severity of the Divine Test,'! laid before the entire body of the believers in Baha’u’lldh, caused
Ruhiyyih Khanum together with the rest of the Hands of The Faith, except for C. M. Remey, to
turn around and oppose the continuation of Guardianship. This was a violation of the Will and
Testament, which in turn is a violation of the Covenant. Their actions taken against the continuation
of Guardianship and the Covenant fulfill a verse in the Kit’ab-i-Aghdas where Baha’u’ll14h states,
“They that have violated the Covenant of God by breaking His commandments, and have turned
back on their heels, these have erred grievously in the sight of God, the All-Possessing, the Most
High.”*2 In fact, Rihiyyih Khanum and the rest of the Hands of the Faith turned on their heels and
threw away the Commandments.
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The body of the Hands of the Faith in their first secretly held conclave did not consider the
importance of the International Baha’i Council and its president, C. M. Remey, nor did they make
any attempt to reconsider their stand against the continuation of Guardianship after they received
correspondence (the 1%, the 2", and the last appeals) from C. M. Remey, the president of the
International Baha’i Council, prior to his Ridvan Proclamation released in 117 BE, April 1960. A
review of “The Passing of Shoghi Effendi” by Ruhiyyih Khanum shows that she, together with the
rest of the Hands, purposely and completely ignored the International Baha’i Council and its
president, C. M. Remey, from the moment the first Guardian left this world. It was the duty of
Rahiyyih Khanum to inform first the president of the International Baha’i Council regarding the
health condition of the Guardian and to seek direction only from its president. On the contrary,
Rahiyyih Khanum first called Mr. Balyuzi, then Mr. Ferraby, then Ugo Giachery; she did not
contact C. M. Remey, who was at the home of the first Guardian of the Faith at the time. He was
the president of the embryonic Universal House of Justice that was to evolve into the legitimate
Universal House of Justice in due time, and Ruhiyyih Khanum bypassed both the council and its
president. She sent the following Cablegrams to National Spiritual Assemblies around the world:

BELOVED ALL HEARTS PRECIOUS GUARDIAN CAUSE GOD PASSED
PEACEFULLY AWAY YESTERDAY AFTER ASIATIC FLU STOP APPEAL HANDS
NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES AUXILIARY BOARDS SHELTER BELIEVERS ASSIST
MEET HEARTRENDING SUPREME TEST STOP FUNERAL OUR GUARDIAN
BELOVED GUARDIAN SATURDAY LONDON HANDS ASSEMBLY BOARD
MEMBERS INVITED ATTEND ANY PRESS RELEASE SHOULD STATE MEETING
HANDS SHORTLY HAIFA WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENT TO BAHAI WORLD
REGARDING FUTURE PLANS STOP URGE HOLD MEMORIAL MEETING
SATURDAY .2 Rahiyyih

In this cablegram, Ruhiyyih Khanum ignored the Council and its president and directly contacted
the national assemblies. Further, she assumed an authority role that she did not possess singly as a
Hand of the Cause or collectively with the rest of the Hands. She requested the believers to turn to
the Hands for shelter, not to the embryo of the Universal House of Justice and not to its president,
C. M. Remey. She assumed with the rest of the Hands authority for the Faith’s future planning,
authority that she and the Hands did not possess in accordance with the Will and Testament. If no
other document exists on the violation of the Covenant by Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands, the
account of “The Passing of Shoghi Effendi” by Ruhiyyih Khanum is sufficient proof of her
violation and disloyalty to the commandments written in Baha’u’llah’s Writings, the Will and
Testament, and in the writings of Shoghi Effendi, particularly “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah.”
In her account of “The Passing of Shoghi Effendi,” Ruhiyyih Khanum praises the Guardian on the
one hand; on the other hand, she later abandons the Faith’s Institution of Guardianship, the primary
institution on which the unity of the Faith depends. It seems to this writer that the account of “The
Passing Shoghi Effendi” is “Judas’s Kiss.” It is profoundly sad to witness that Ruhiyyih Khanum,
by her own actions, went down in the history of the Baha’i Faith as the “Arch-violator” of the
Formative Age of the Baha’i Faith. The rest of the Hands share in her guilt of violating the
Covenant and disobeying the second Guardian of the Faith, C. M. Remey.

The Cause of Baha’u’llah will be recognized by the people of the world, and “The mighty
stronghold of the Universal House of Justice will be erected, ... despite of the opposition by the
relentless enemies of the Cause and its daring opponents ** The Kingdom of God will be realized,
and the prophecies of the past all will be fulfilled. Meanwhile, the believers in Baha’u’llah are
encouraged to study the Writings to deepen their understanding of the Faith so they can better teach
and propagate the Baha’i Faith among the people of the world.
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This article was written in December 2007 and published in Ridvan Magazine issue number 11,
without editing. Now, Ms. Anita Coryell kindly edited this commemoration of Shoghi Effendi’s
ascension and | pass my sincere thanks and appreciation for assisting me.

E.S. Yazdani

5% Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
November 2022
Sydney-Australia
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The so-called Universal House of Justice is requested to provide
convincing answers supported by the Writings to the following
guestions set below:

‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states, “By this body [the legitimate Universal House of
Justice] all the difficult problems are to be resolved and the guardian of the Cause of God is
its sacred head and the distinguished member for life of that body.”

Question: How can the body without its distinguished member, that is, the guardian as its head, be
the true Universal House of Justice?

‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states, “Should any of the members commit a sin,
injurious to the common weal, the guardian of the Cause of God hath at its own discretion
the right to expel him, whereupon the people must elect another one in his stead.”

Question: Who has the right to expel a person from the so-called Universal House of Justice when
there is no guardian as its head? By instituting a Universal House of Justice without a guardian, in
essence you have changed this verse of the Will and Testament to read: “Should any member of
the Universal House of Justice commit a sin injurious to the common weal, he may be dismissed
from membership by the Universal House of Justice.” Is not this a clear violation of the Writings?

*

Shoghi Effendi in “The Dispensation of Bahd’u’llah” states, “Though the guardian of the Faith
has been made the permanent head of so august a body he can never, even temporarily,
assume the right of exclusive legislation. He cannot override the decision of the majority of
the fellow-members but is bound to insist upon a reconsideration by them of any enactment
he conscientiously believes to conflict with the meaning and to depart from the spirit of
Baha’vw’llah’s revealed utterances.”

Question: Who has the right in the current so-called Universal House of Justice to insist upon a
reconsideration of an enactment that conflicts with the Writings?

*

‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states, “The Hands of the Cause must be nominated
and appointed by the guardian of the Cause of God.... This body of the Hands of the Cause
is under the direction of the guardian of the Cause of God.”

Questions: Who did the Hands of the Cause take direction from after the first guardian left this
world? Were their actions legal? Did not the Hands violate the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha? By ending the divinely established institution of the Hands of the Cause and establishing a
new institution, the Continental Board of Counsellors, in its stead, is this not a clear violation of
the Writings?

*
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‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states that Huquq’u’llah “is to be offered through the
guardian of the Cause of God ...”

Question: When the so-called Universal House of Justice receives Huquq’u’llah, is this not a clear
violation of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha?

*

The first guardian, Shoghi Effendi, states,

“Expelling and announcing a person a Covenant Breaker of the Cause of God ... is
specifically part of the duty and the authority of the guardian, namely the distinguished
spiritual head of the [worldwide Baha’i] communities. ... Restitution of expelled person to the
community is also with the guardian of the Cause.”
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Question: Is not expelling a person from the community as a covenant breaker by the so-called
Universal House of Justice against the Writings?

*

‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states, “It is incumbent upon the guardian of the
Cause of God to appoint in his own lifetime him that shall become his successor, that
differences may not arise after his passing.”

Question: Is it possible that the first guardian, Shoghi Effendi, did not appoint his successor in his
own lifetime and left the Cause of God without a guard? Is it possible that the first guardian did not
perform his most important duty in his own lifetime? Or is it very possible that the erring ex-Hands
decided to deceive the believers to presume that the first guardian did not do his duty? Should not
the so-called Universal House of Justice provide a convincing answer to support their claim?

*

The first guardian in “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah” states, “Divorced from the institution of
the Guardianship the World Order of Baha’u’llah would be mutilated and permanently
deprived of that hereditary principle which, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha has written, has been invariably
upheld by the Law of God.”

Question: How can the so-called Universal House of Justice in the absence of a guardian prevent

division within the Faith? How will the unity of the Faith be preserved without a guardian taking
his rightful place at the head of the Universal House of Justice?

*
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The first guardian in “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah” states, “Severed from the no less
essential institution of the Universal House of Justice this same system of the Will of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha would be paralysed in its action and would be powerless to fill in those gaps which the
Author of the Kit’ab-i-Aqdas has deliberately left in the body of His legislative and
administrative ordinances.”

Question: How can the so-called Universal House of Justice in the absence of a guardian as its
permanent head fill the gaps left in the Writings by Bahd’u’11ah?

*

The first guardian in “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah” writes, “It should be stated, at the very
outset, in clear and unambiguous language, that these twin institutions of the Administrative
Order of Baha’w’llah [the Guardianship and Universal House of Justice] should be regarded as
divine in origin, essential in their functions and complementary in their aim and purpose.
Their common, their fundamental object is to insure the continuity of that divinely-appointed
authority which flows from the Source of our Faith, to safeguard the unity of its followers
and to maintain the integrity and flexibility of its teachings.”

Question: How can the so-called Universal House of Justice be complete without the guardian as
its permanent head? How can the integrity of Baha’u’llah’s World Order be safeguarded? How can
the continuity of the divinely appointed authority, which flows from the Source, be shielded? How
is the unity of the believers secured?

‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament states, “The mighty stronghold shall remain
impregnable and safe through obedience to him who is the guardian of the Cause of God. ...
It is incumbent upon the members of the House of Justice ... to show their obedience,
submissiveness, and subordination unto the guardian of the Cause of God.”

Question: To whom does the so-called Universal House of Justice show their obedience and
submissiveness?

*

The first guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in his interpretation of the Tablet of Carmel states,

“The Ark of the laws and its proceeding is referred to establishment of the Divine Court of
Justice, that, it is the Seat of Legislation [the Universal House of Justice], a division of the
Bah4’i World Administrative Centre on this Holy Mountain. It will be in a special building
in the vicinity of the International Archives that is now the time for its construction. Near to
these two august, high-ranking structures, another edifice is the Seat of the Guardianship,
which is the Centre of interpretation, elucidation, and explanation of the revealed laws of
Baha’w’llah; also, it is an aid, complementary to the Legislative Body, and will gradually be
established. Adjacent to these three structures will be added one more building, serving as a
Teaching Centre, and specified to be the Seat of the Hands of the Cause of God that in
accordance with the explicit text of the Will and Testament are given the duties of the
protection and propagation of the Cause of God and safeguarding the unity of Its adherents.”
(Shoghi Effendi, from letter of 111 BE/1955, to Eastern believers)
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Question: If the guardianship was ended and everybody, including Shoghi Effendi’s wife, Mrs. R.
Rabbani, knew that the guardian did not have any children, why did he, the first guardian, issue a
letter in 1955, a few years prior to his death, with directions for the construction of the Seat of the
Guardianship, Dar’al-vela-i-h, on the specified site in the Holy Land?

Mrs. R. Rabbani, the widow of the first guardian, in the introduction of The Ministry of the
Custodians, 1957-1963 makes the following statement regarding the Hands of the Cause and their
lack of authority: “How to assume the reins of authority, with no document to support us [the
Hands of the Cause] other than the general theological statements about the Hands?”

Question: If the Hands of the Cause as a group did not have any document to support them, how
could they assume the rein of authority with no text or edict to justify their actions?
*

There are many other questions that the so-called Universal House of Justice must answer—or they
must acknowledge the continuation of Guardianship in the Baha’i Faith.

The attention of the reader is directed to the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the World
Order of Baha u’llah by Shoghi Effendi for a comprehensive study of Bahd’u’llah’s World Order
and its Institutions. You are further invited to write E. S. Yazdani, address below, for additional
information on the subject.

The above questions were set by the early believers in the continuation of the guardianship in the
1960s or 70s in Iran and translated into the English language by E.S. Yazdani. A copy of these
questions was given to me by Mr. Nasr’u’llah Chehrehnegar when | accepted C. M. Remey as the
Second Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in Shiraz in 1975. The translation apart from the quotations
may not be exactly as written in the original question list.

E. S. Yazdani,

E-mail: esyazdani@yazdani.com.au
Phone +61(0)401856166

May 14, 2005,

P. O. Box 563,

Hornsby, NSW, 2077.

Australia
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LETTER
TO
JOEL BRAY MARANGELLA

Mr. J. B. Marangella, E.S. Yazdani
C/- Mr. Nosrat Bahremand P.O. Box 563,
34 Harrison St. WA 6021 Hornsby, NSW, 1630

Emailed copy to:
Jjbmaran@gmail.com

9 November 2010
Dear Mr. Marangella, Allah’u’ Abh4!

Recently | had a telephone call from a believer supporting the continuation of guardianship. We
discussed matters of the Faith, and we were in agreement on the continuation of Guardianship, the
appointment of C. M. Remey as the second guardian, and other matters related to Faith. On one
subject, unfortunately, we were not in harmony and agreement: The appointment of D. A. Harvey
as the third guardian of the Faith by C. M. Remey on May 23, 1967.

I would like to draw your attention to certain facts, which may cause you to withdraw your claim
of guardianship of the Baha’i Faith. | write this letter directly to you.

There is no doubt that your stand against the Haifa Group as early as Ridvan 117 BE is admirable,
and the history of the Faith will mark you as a brave and loyal believer to the Covenant of
Baha’u’llah. Your early assistance to the second guardian of the Faith is well known to all. Under
your chairmanship of the National Spiritual Assembly of France, this National Spiritual Assembly
became the first and the only assembly of the world to support the Guardianship of C. M. Remey.
Your and other believers’ support assisted our second Guardian of the Faith to form an
administration under his Guardianship.

As you are well aware, the appointment of the Guardian of the Faith is an open act, and a living
Guardian must appoint his successor in his own lifetime in accordance with the terms of the Will
and Testament in order that differences not arise after his death. ‘Abdul’-Baha in His Will states:
“It is incumbent upon the guardian of the cause of God to appoint in his own life-time him that
shall become his successor that differences may not arise after his passing.”

Shoghi Effendi, in his own lifetime, on January 9, 1951, appointed C. M. Remey to succeed him.
The appointment of his successor is very clear now even if it was not so immediately after the
passing of the first Guardian of the Faith. There is no doubt that you are aware of the contents of
the January 9 and March 15, 1951, cablegrams from Shoghi Effendi to the Baha’i world in relation
to the formation of the embryo of the Universal House of Justice and the appointment of C. M.
Remey as its President.

To fulfill his duty, C. M. Remey appointed D. A. Harvey to the position of the third guardian of
the Faith, upon his death, in accordance with his letter of May 23, 1967, circulated among the
believers approximately 7 years before his death in February 1974. | have attached a copy of that
letter to this letter for your reference and record. This letter states:

“In The Most Holy Name Al Abha
I, the second Guardian of the Baha i Faith, hereby appoint Donald Harvey at my death to be my
successor, the third Guardian of the Faith.
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Signed

Mason Remey,

May 23, 1967

Florence, Italy

PS: May the Spirit of El Baha ever protect this line of Spiritual descent from ‘Abdul’-Baha, Center
of the Covenant of Al Baha. CMR.”

In another letter to Mrs. M. C. Timmerman, an early believer in the continuation of Guardianship,
dated August 18, 1967, the second Guardian of the Faith states:

Dear Mrs. Timmerman,

| have your letter of August 10" with your contribution to the Guardian’s fund for which I thank
you.

I am very pleased to know that your son Raymond has completed his education. | trust you are able
to interest him in the Baha’i Faith. Children are not born with faith. They have to be taught its
principles.

1t is the Guardian’s duty to urge the believers to teach the Faith, and it is well to circulate Xerox
copies of his letters, but no Bahda’i should presume to issue exhortations to the friends to teach or
to do anything else, for when they do this they are usually trying to start something that will benefit
them individually.

I am in perfect health and | expect to live to a great age. The reason that |
announced Donald Harvey to be my successor was to discourage those who were
hoping to become Guardian of the Faith and who were intent on building
themselves up to fill this position.

The reason that |1 chose Donald was because he is selfless. He is intent upon

teaching the Faith without any thought of what he may get out of it for himself.
[emphasis mine]

Faithfully yours in EI Abha,
Signed Mason Remey

From the above references it is very clear that D. A. Harvey was the third Guardian of the Faith
upon C. M. Remey’s death on February 4, 1974. It was the duty of all the believers, including
yourself, to support and accept Donald A. Harvey as the third Guardian of the Faith.

The Guardian of the Faith is not to be challenged by any believers, and his authority as stated in
the Will and Testament must be respected by all. The opposition to the second Guardian of the
Faith initially by the ex-Hands and subsequently by the illegitimate Universal House of Justice
created division among the believers who were then supporting the first Guardian. C. M. Remey
was again challenged by the so-called believers pretending to support him. After his death, his
appointed successor, D. A. Harvey, was challenged in contrast with the requirements of the Will
and Testament of ‘Abdul’-Baha. The guardian’s word is final on the matters of the Faith, and if he
is challenged, the unity of the believers of the Baha’i Faith would be in great danger as has been
demonstrated by the Haifa Group after the passing of the first Guardian. For the same reason, the
unity of the believers under the direction of the second Guardian was lost, for the believers
disobeyed the second Guardian of the Faith, C. M. Remey. If the Guardian’s authority is
challenged, the unity of mankind cannot be established in the world. The degree of differences and
anarchy in the world will remain the same as we are witnessing in these days. The Kingdom of
God will not be established as foretold in past dispensations. ‘Abdul’-Baha in His Will states: “A//
Must be under his shadow and obey his command.” In the same document, He states: “The mighty
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stronghold shall remain impregnable and safe through obedience to him who is the guardian of
the Cause of God.”

Please reconsider your actions, which follow, against the second Guardian of the Faith in the period
of Ridvan 1960 to his passing in February 1974:

The second Guardian was challenged and his authority, defined under the terms of the Will,
was ignored when you claimed the station of third guardian while the second guardian was
still living with us. (Reference: Your proclamation of October 12, 1969.)

The second Guardian was accused of mistakes contrary to the terms of the Will and
Testament where ‘Abdul’-Baha states: “The sacred and youthful branch, the guardian of
the Cause of God, as well as the Universal House of Justice, to be universally elected and
established, are both under the care and the protection of the Abha Beauty, under the
shelter and unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted One”

The second Guardian was accused of abdicating his station while he was physically in this
material world. In your proclamation, you stated: “The Baha'’is had accepted as a matter
of course that the incumbent of the Office of Guardianship would hand over the spiritual
scepter of this Office to his successor only at the hour of his death (although an
examination of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdul’-Baha does not disclose that this is a
precondition). If the Baha’is accepted that the authority would pass, after his death, to his
successor, why did you claim the station of third guardian while the second guardian was
living? The Divine Authority was passed from Baha’u’llah to ‘Abdul’-Baha after
Baha’u’llah’s Ascension. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s authority was passed to the first Guardian after
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension and similarly in the case of Shoghi Effendi’s death. Close
examination of the Will reveals that the successor assumes his role after the ascension of
his predecessor. ‘Abdul’-Baha states: “... that differences may not arise after his passing.”
The second Guardian was accused of losing his mental faculty and being senile and failing
to fulfill his function as guardian of the Faith. In your proclamation it is stated, “His reply
offered no explanation and served to confirm my worst fears that something was seriously
wrong if Mason Remey had forgotten, as was obviously the case, this all-important
appointment. ... lay in the fact that the mantle of Guardianship no longer reposed on the
shoulder of Mason Remey nor had it done so since the autumn of 1964 when | had opened
the letter addressed to me...” Contrary to this, C. M. Remey in a letter to an individual,
quoted above, states: “I am in perfect health and I expect to live to a great age” The writer
had an opportunity to meet C. M. Remey’s adopted son, Mr. Pepe, in early 1977 in
Florence, Italy. He revealed to me that C. M. Remey at the last days of his life on earth was
continuously saying, “I am the second Guardian of the Faith and nothing matters. | am
the second guardian of the Faith and nothing matters.” A documented interview of
September 5, 1972, by D. A. Harvey and J. Soghomonian is clear evidence that C. M.
Remey was in good health, and he was completely in command and functioning as

Guardian of the Faith. (Copy of this document is published in RIDVAN No. 14, August 2010. A copy
is attached.)

The publication of your proclamation and in it claiming the station of the third Guardian
of the Faith during the life of the second Guardian of the Faith plunged the Cause into a
fresh crisis. It was like a dagger that penetrated the heart of Mason Remey, the second
Guardian of the Faith. Mason Remey was betrayed initially by the ex-Hands and
subsequently by the one who was initially trusted and had a great hope and responsibility
for him. Please meditate and ponder upon your action and see if you find any differences
between your actions and the behavior of the ex-Hands of the Faith who opposed the
authority of the second Guardian.

C. M. Remey, in accordance with the terms of the Will and Testament, did have the right
to appoint whom he wanted to succeed him. It was nobody’s right to question his decision.
The event of 1960s with regard to the appointment of the third Guardian is similar to the
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situation raised in the appointment of the seventh Imam. In the Islamic dispensation, Ja’far
ibn Muhammad Al-Sadiq, the sixth Imam, initially appointed Ismail to succeed him;
subsequently, his appointment was withdrawn and he appointed Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim
as his successor as the seventh Imam. In the Tablet of Eghtedarat, (<2 ¢ s!), Baha’u’114h
has made reference to this appointment. He states:

Alaize SO HlU J ) g culic Llalasi s ands ) g s U () (e 253 50 Qlasil jo Ciga 52"
O i) puma 2 K0 Sl Sile cul viely 4 asase Bl alle 5o o §534S 15458 5l sl
G paian () dludile 5 Saie 5b dalimansd Gl juas 4S Cad Jiransd (lad (il S S da Bala & s
G panil Clsaal alal 1 aS o)) 5 aed (il e day Sl o 80 3 oSa 5250 b (s 5ol |
o))y U yire 5 (SIS S l sl a8 1 33 50 58 Ol g 3258 e plal 3 plie Ll 3 g (a2 2
B gl 5y all Hlial) 13gd e W) ALl 4y (gl L 158yl |5 plail J8 2 ge Jla )y laaal 235 50 8
a J3) 3 28 QB 81 JE (e pgie 2K ax alia (53 (i Jina 5 (aaa yae 4S Cmal 5 5 sles
odie 33 5 sl ey 50 Cundla Culoa alie ol plie | a (alGe 25 B8 R) 5 a5a 8 B 1A (sl sy
Sl ) ) laa 5 Cillia 48 (5 el cprim s 18 il o AT 5 o3l asle lla Cpan o Lad
3o S s alle IS 5 Chiata JS SN 2y Co ja (268 Alay Hlat il 8 Gl S5 ()b apd alls

"N sabe gl o) g a5 OB A ke ) e S s A Y (Ol

The communications between you and C. M. Remey do not support your claim of Guardianship
for a number of reasons. The writer briefly references some of them, below.

It is true that C. M. Remey had given you a sealed envelope. On the envelope he wrote, “Joel:
Please take care of this sealed envelope among your papers in Bernese Oberland. As | see things
now it may have to do with the coming world catastrophe in or after 1963. You will know when to
break the seal ” [underline added by the writer]. While C. M. Remey was alive and functioning as the
second Guardian of the Faith, the seal was broken by yourself, revealing the following contents:
“Dear Joel: This is to tell you to tell the Baha’i World that | appoint you to be the third Guardian
of the Bahd'i Faith according to the Will and Testament of the Master, ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Mason,
Guardian of the Bahd i Faith,” It was announced to the Baha’i World.

e Itis not difficult to recognize the fact that “You will know when to break the seal” is meant
to break the seal after the sudden death of the second Guardian C. M. Remey. Otherwise
the second Guardian could announce the appointment of his successor himself.

e C. M. Remey gave you the sealed envelope and appointed you as a provisional third
Guardian in case of C. M. Remey’s sudden death.

e While C.M. Remey was alive and functioning as the second Guardian of the Faith, you have
challenged his authority by functioning as the second Guardian. The Guardian of the Faith
is not to be challenged. If he is challenged and his authority is questioned, the unity would
not be established and the present chaos will continue to exist. The foretold Kingdom of
God will not be established. How is it possible that there would be two referees judging a
football game? How is it possible for a Court to have two judges? There could not be two
Guardians functioning at the same time. The Will and Testament does not make any
references to that scenario. The appointed successor is potentially the succeeding Guardian.
There is and there will be but one Guardian at any point in time.

e The Guardian of the Faith must be obeyed. The obedience to the Guardian of the Faith has
been penned by ‘Abdu’l-Bahé in His Will and Testament. You are well aware of the texts
of the Will and Testament. We may need to learn the degree of the obedience from one of
the Bab’s companions, [o] Aannese. You may recall the events took place on the night
before the martyrdom of the Bab on July 9, 1850. On that night the Bab asked several
believers to attend His presence in the room He was kept. The Bab was telling the believers
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that He would be killed by His enemies soon. He asked them to terminate His life as He
would prefer to be killed by one of His friends, not by His enemies. All declined the Bab’s
wish except Annese. Annese stood up and while taking his turban off, he said to the Bab,
“If it is the wish of my Beloved | am ready to fulfill your wish.” The B&b calmed him down
and He said, “You will be my companion.” He was killed with the Bab by a firing squad
on July 9, 1850. This is the degree of obedience given to the Guardian of the Faith.

e Dear Mr. Marangella! Did you not disobey C. M. Remey and open the sealed envelope
while he was alive? Did not you claim the station of third Guardian while the second
Guardian was with us on this physical plane? Did not you challenge the authority of the
second Guardian of the Faith during the lifetime of the second Guardian? What is the
difference between you and the ex-Hands of the Faith who challenged the authority of the
second Guardian? Did you not think that you were under severe divine tests? The answer
to all questions is “YES,” is it not? Is it not the time for you to reconsider your stand against
the true Guardian of the Faith?

In your proclamation, you have stated that C. M. Remey canceled and disestablished the institutions
of the administration under the Guardianship of the second Guardian of the Faith. To some of the
believers apparently supporting C.M. Remey, this action was a mistake. He was the Guardian of
the Faith and he could do whatever he wanted to do. It was not anybody’s right to question him.
We must understand that the aim is not to establish the World Order of Baha’u’llah but to unify the
people of the world under the principles of the Baha’i Faith to achieve the Oneness of Mankind.
The administration is the means to administer the future human family when the message of
Baha’u’llah is accepted by the people of the world and the unity of mankind is established on earth.
The unity of mankind can be established on the shoulders of sincere believers that are selfless and
who have journeyed through their egos and selfishness. The believers supporting the first Guardian
were tested, and all except a small minority passed the divine test; and again this minority was
sifted and tested again and again to the state that we are witnessing now. Mrs. J. Miller, a believer
in the continuation of Guardianship who supported C. M. Remey and the subsequent Guardian, D.
A. Harvey, and who currently supports the present Guardian of the Faith, Jacques Soghomonian,
stated the following in an article:

When Mason Remey took the helm of the Bahd’i faith in 1960 and issued his
proclamation as the second guardian of the faith, he knew the faith was riddled with the
virus of violation. What he did not know at that time, was the many who [that] came
forward and claimed to accept his guardianship were infected with this virus. He began to
suspect it early on in his guardianship, but by 1966, he realized the disease was rampant
in the Faith and dissolved everything administrative hoping to protect the sincere believers
from this deadly virus. This disease is insidious and cannot be detected at first. The first
sign of it manifests when believers begin to form groups or clicks and allow only certain
ones into their group. These chosen ones become privy to “knowledge” others do not have.
Then comes loss of humility and loss of love for all mankind. Finally, the Guardian is
replaced by one who fits those particular groups’ idea of truth. There are always people
who long for high spiritual recognition on earth. Mirza Yahya is a good example of this
type.

Mason Remey was a wise old man. He knew when he dissolved the administration that
there would be a scrambling. Only those who were faithful to the Covenant would remain
with him. Donald Harvey was one of these faithful, as was Jacques Soghomonian.

When we met Donald in 1981, | was impressed by his humility and sincere love of the
Faith. We visited Donald three times at his home in Rougemont, France, the last time we
had the pleasure of meeting Jacques Soghomonian, our fourth and present Guardian.
Donald Harvey supported Mason Ramey’s Guardianship ‘til the end of Mason’s days.
Even when Mason became quite old and sick, Donald issued a statement to the Bahd'’i

30



World, reproaching the Believers for not remaining in Mason’s Guardianship. The Will
and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha give no provision for an elderly, sick Guardian. He is
Guardian for life, and then his appointee becomes Guardian.  In 1967 Mason Remey
appointed Donald Harvey to be his successor at his death. By that time most of Mason’s
supporters had deserted him and needed to appoint a new successor. Donald served Mason
faithfully. Pepe, Mason’s adopted son who cared for Mason in his later years, liked to tell
of Donald’s faithfulness and love and devotion to Mason. When we visited Pepe in 1982,
his praise of Donald was so beautiful. He elaborated on his sincerity and pureness of heart.
How Donald would come and sit at the feet of Mason and drink in all Mason told him.
How he would go out and do all Mason asked of him.

It is a shame so few people knew of Donald Harvey'’s love and devotion to the Cause of
God and were deprived of his spiritual guidance. He loved to say, “This Faith is for every
man, woman and child on this planet. ” It is not a Faith to be kept hidden away for a select
few. How can the Kingdom of God be established if people do not know God wishes us to
love all mankind and consider all mankind as our brothers and sisters?

If one will meditate for a moment upon the wisdom of Mason’s dissolving all the
positions in the Faith, one can only draw this conclusion. Those who were in the Faith for
power and position only, would leave when all the power and position was taken away
from them. Only the sincere ones would stay. Mason was extremely wise; he purged the
Faith of the insincere. By doing so he vindicated his position as the Bahd i Faith’s true
Guardian. If he were only interested in vast numbers following him, he would not send
those followers away. Mason knew of their insincerity and pleaded with them over and
over again to “Live the life,” but to no avail.

When we visited Pepe in Florence, he told us of the long line of “Phonies” that visited
Mason, but Pepe had a special fondness for Mary Magdaline Wilkins and Charley and
Jessie Murphy. It was Charley Murphy whom Mason depended upon to help get out his
communication to the Friends in America. Jessie told me of those days. Charley would not
send anything out without Mason’s stamp of approval even though it took many weeks
sending documents back and forth to Florence. Charley and Jessie were faithful to Mason
to the end.

It seems to me that by 1966 when Mason Remey saw the need to dissolve everything,
many people had forgotten Bahd 'u’llah’s injunction:

O children of men!

Know ye not why We created you from the same dust? That no one should exalt himself
over the other. Ponder at all times in your heart how ye were created. Since We have
created you all from one same substance it is incumbent on you to be even as one soul, to
walk with the same feet, eat with the same mouth and dwell in the same land, that from
your inmost being, by your deeds and actions, the signs of oneness and the essence of
detachment may be made manifest. Such is my counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed
ye this counsel that ye may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree of wondrous glory.

In the third of the most holy lines writ and recorded in the Ruby Tablet by the pen of the
unseen this is revealed:

O Brethren!

Be forbearing one with another and set not your affections on things below. Pride not
yourselves in your glory, and be not ashamed of abasement. By my beauty! | have created
all things from dust, and to dust I will return them again.

31



O Son of Man!

If thou lovest Me, turn away from thyself: and if thou seekest My pleasure, regard not thine
own; that thou mayest die in Me and | may eternally live in thee.

O Son of Being!

Love Me, that | may love thee. If thou lovest Me not, My love can in no wise reach thee.
Know this O My servant”

On October 18, 1966, C. M. Remey instructed you to return to him the documents related to the
second Council. His words as they appear in your proclamation of November 12, 1969, are quoted
here. He wrote, “At your leisure will you kindly turn over to me such records as you have of the
second Council that no longer exist.” This direction was given several months prior to his
appointment of D. A. Harvey as his successor. This is another document in which C. M. Remey
clearly removed you from any position you initially held. How could C. M. Remey tell you that
your role in the administration is over? How could you continue building something on nothing?

Our present fourth Guardian of the Faith is Jacques Soghomonian. It is the duty of every believer
to support him. In accordance with the Will and Testament of ‘Abdul’-Baha, it is our duty to
support and obey the present guardian of the Faith. He states: “Whoso obeyeth him not, neither
obeyeth them, hath not obeyed God; whoso rebelleth against him and against them hath rebelled
against God; whoso opposeth him hath opposed God; whoso contendeth with them hath contended
with God; whoso disputeth with him hath disputed with God; whoso denieth him hath denied God;
whoso disbelieveth in him hath disbelieved in God; whoso deviateth, separateth himself and turneth
aside from him hath in truth deviated, separated himself and turned aside from God. May the wrath,
the fierce indignation, the vengeance of God rest upon him! The mighty stronghold shall remain
impregnable and safe through obedience to him who is the Guardian of the Cause of God.” We
have the duty to seek his guidance and support and obey his direction. Should we fail to recognise
this vital requirement, we have lost the moment that will not repeats itself again. Please do not miss
this great opportunity.

Dear Mr. Marangella, your claim to the station of the Guardianship of the Faith is baseless and
your claim is not legitimate. His Eminence Mr. Jacques Soghomonian is the Guardian of the Faith.
He was appointed to the position of fourth Guardian of the Faith by his predecessor, Mr. D. A.
Harvey, the true successor of the second Guardian of the Faith, C. M. Remey. Jacques
Soghomonian is the present Guardian of the Faith. No one else is.

I trust this note finds you and your family in good health.

I remain faithful in the Covenant of Baha’u’llah.

With Baha’i Love,

E. S. Yazdani

Sydney, Australia,
November 9, 2010.
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CHAIN OF E-MAILS
TO AND FROM
JOEL BRAY MARANGELLA

From: E.S. Yazdani [esyazdani@yazdani.com.au]

Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2010, 10:41 PM

To: ‘Joel Marangella’

Subject: RE: Re. C.M. Remey appointed Donald A. Harvey as his successor

Dear Mr. Marangella, Allah'u’Abha.
Thanks again for your timely response.

As it was stated earlier, the Second International Council was disestablished and its members,
including its president, were dismissed by its creator, C. M. Remey, the second Guardian of the
Faith. The text of the Will and Testament states: "Should he [Guardian of the Faith] not attend in
person its [Universal House of Justice] deliberations, he must appoint one to represent him." You
were representing C. M. Remey in the second International Baha’i Council when it was activated.
This does not mean that the living Guardian of the Faith, C. M. Remey, abdicated Guardianship.
There is no reference in the writings of C. M. Remey, Shoghi Effendi, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, or
Baha’u’llah on “abdication.” I do not dispute that the Council was activated, nor can any person
deny that the second Council was not disestablished by C. M. Remey, the second Guardian of the
Faith. Representing the Guardian does not switch Guardianship automatically from one person to
another. Otherwise, continuous dispute, division etc., would take place in the Baha’i dispensation,
and the unity of mankind and the Kingdom of God would not be established in the Baha’i
dispensation.

Dear Mr. Marangella, with all due respect, the thought of “abdication” or “no provision for a
retraction of the Guardian's appointment” are coming from you to try and to justify your
unfounded claim. | hope you forgive me for being so outspoken.

Sadly, you had abandoned the second Guardian of the Faith, the one that had a great hope for
you.

I leave you in the protection of the all Mighty God.
I hope this note finds you and your family in good health.

With Baha’i Love,
E.S. Yazdani

From: Joel Marangella [mailto:jbmaran@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2010 4:36 AM

To: E.S. Yazdani

Subject: Re: Re. C.M. Remey appointed Donald A. Harvey as his successor

Dear Mr. Yazdani,

When | visited Mason Remey in Fiesole in 1964, he directed me to
ACTIVATE the International Baha’i Council. When this was done, as
directed, and this action published in the October issue of "The

Glad Tidings," our newsletter at the time, this automatically and
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irrefutably brought about Mason Remey's abdication of the Guardianship
and my accession to the Guardianship.

Faithfully,
Joel

Dear Mr. J. B. Marangella, Allah’u’Abha

Thank you for your reply.

In response and further to my letter of 9 November 2010 the following
comments are made:

It does not appear that you have read my letter of November 9,
2010.

I have already seen your web site and noted your argument on this
subject.

It is true that the Will and Testament makes no provision for a
retraction of a Guardian’s appointment. Nor does the Will and Testament make a
provision that a Guardian’s appointment cannot be retracted. With respect, this
argument is unfortunately advanced by you:

“The event of 1960s with regard to the appointment of the 3rd

Guardian is similar to the situation raised in the appointment of the 7th
Imam. In the Islamic dispensation Ja’fa ibn Muhammad Al-Sadig, the 6th Imam
initially appointed Ismail to succeed him and subsequently his appointment.
was withdrawn and he then appointed Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim as his
successor, as the 7th Imam.” Please refer to my letter of November 9, 2010.
Baha’u’llah appointed the great Branch, Muhammad Ali, after the
Greatest Branch, ‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha appointed Shoghi
Effendi to succeed Him, because ‘Abdu’l-Baha could not see spirituality in
the person of Muhammad Ali.

I do not dispute that C. M. Remey appointed you initially to
succeed him. This appointment was retracted and the second international
council was abolished and no longer existed, and you were directed to send to
C. M. Remey the documents related to the second International Council. With all
due respect, your argument is very loose and baseless.

The Will and Testament indicates that Guardian’s appointment must
be done during his life so that differences may not arise after his death.

Please read my letter of November 9, 2010, carefully and particularly note
the second Guardian’s assertion on the singleness of Guardian at any time. D. A.
Harvey in his letter of June 21, 1984, to me states: “The true Cause
of God is not a sect, and it can never be a sect, and needs have a true
Center, One Center, in former times it was the Manifestation Baha’u’llah,
then it was ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, then Shoghi Effendi, then Charles Mason Remey, now
Donald [A. Harvey], and the Center is only one, the Center can in no wise
collegiate as men would like to have it. The oneness of God finds its
reflection in oneness of its Center being vested in one Person.”

I trust this note finds you and your family in good health.
May God protect you.

I remain faithful in His Covenant.

With Baha’i Love,

E.S. Yazdani
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From: Joel Marangella [mailto:jbmaran@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, November 12, 2010 8:54 AM

To: E.S. Yazdani

Subject: Re: Re. C.M. Remey appointed Donald A. Harvey as his successor

Dear Bah4’i brother, E.S. Yazdani,
Allah'u'Abha,

I would suggest that you refer to my web page at bahai-guardian.com.
The documents posted thereon clearly explain my position and will
fully reveal to you, among other things, either your misunderstanding
or glaring ignorance of the provisions of the divinely conceived,
sacred, and immutable provisions of the Will and Testament of
Abdu'l-Baha, in strict accordance with which Mason Remey, under divine
guidance, as assured therein, appointed me his successor IN HIS OWN
LIFE-TIME as required, in a letter addressed to me on 5 December
1961, and later appointed me the President of the second International
Baha’i Council (the embryonic Universal House of Justice) as a further
confirmation of this appointment, and an action that, incidentally,
paralleled the only manner in which Shoghi Effendi "IN HIS OWN
LIFE-TIME," as required therein, (AND, THEREFORE, NOT BY CONVENTIONAL
WILL AND TESTAMENT) had effected the appointment of Mason Remey as his
successor, an appointment that sadly and tragically remains
unrecognized, as you know, by the vast majority of the Bah4’is in the
world, to this day.

It should be crystal clear, in view of the foregoing that the sacred
and immutable provisions of the Will and Testament of Abdu'l-Baha
make no provision for a retraction of the Guardian's appointment of a
successor, once it has been made, and that these divinely-guided
appointments throughout the Dispensation of Baha’u’llah, having once
been made by the then incumbent Guardian, shall always be irrevocable.
Future unbiased scholars of the Faith will inevitably perceive these
facts.

For your information, | knew Mason Remey from my earliest childhood as
I grew up, spending several months of every year in Green Acre, the
site of the first Baha’i Summer School, where my father had built a
summer cottage, and, as a result, came to know, not only him, but all
of the early active Baha’is in the United States, as well, who
invariably visited the school. Later, having pioneered in France for
several years, the Hands of the Cause in Europe appointed me as one of
the nine Auxiliary Members of the Hands for propagation of the Faith
in Europe and in the election of the first National Spiritual Assembly
of France in 1958 became its President (they use that name in lieu of
Chairman) and was also its President when Mason Remey's Proclamation
as the second Guardian, was received by this NSA during Ridvan 1960,
(the only NSA outside of the USA to which it was sent, as Mason Remey
had fully expected the NSA of the United States to effect its
distribution to all others). The NSA of France, having then given this
Proclamation the careful attention and consideration it deserved and
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ignoring the dictum of the Hands sent to all NSA's to reject him, out

of hand, subsequently voted to accept his Guardianship and thereby
became, to its great credit, the only NSA in the world to accept his
Guardianship.

Faithfully your brother in EI Abha,

Joel Bray Marangella

On Thu, Nov 11, 2010 at 1:27 AM, E.S. Yazdani <esyazdani@yazdani.com.au>
wrote:
Dear Mr. Marangella, Allah’u’ Abha.

Attached please find copy of my letter of November 9, 2010, together with
copy of C. M. Remey and Donald A. Harvey’s Wills and related document
“Visiting C.M. Remy by D. A. Harvey and J. Soghomonian.” They explain themselves.

I remain faithful in His Covenant and | pray to the all Mighty God to
protect all the people of the world and guide them to the truth.

With Baha’i Love,

E.S. Yazdani

esyazdani@yazdani.com.au

Living at:

1385 Old Northern Road,

Middle Dural, NSW, 2158

Australia

Postal Address:

P.O. Box 563, Hornsby, NSW, 1630, Australia,
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SHOGHI EFFENDI BELOVED OF ALL HEARTS SACRED TRUST
GIVEN BELIEVERS BY MASTER PASSED AWAY SUDDEN HEART
ATTACK IN SLEEP FOLLOWING ASIATIC FLU. URGE BELIEVERS
REMAIN STEADFAST CLING INSTITUTION HANDS LOVINGLY
REARED RECENTLY REINFORCED EMPHASIZED BELOVED
GUARDIAN. ONLY ONENESS HEART ONENESS PURPOSE CAN
BEFITTINGLY TESTIFY LOYALTY ALL NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES
BELIEVERS DEPARTED GUARDIAN WHO SACRIFIED SELF
UTERLY FOR SERVICE FAITH.%®
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BELOVED OF ALL HEARTS PRECIOUS GUARDIAN CAUSE GOD
PASSED PEACEFULLY AWAY YESTERDAY AFTER ASIATIC FLU.
APPEAL HANDS NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES AUXILARY BOARDS
SHELTER BELIEVERS ASSIST MEET HEARTRENDING SUPREME
TEST. FUNERAL OUR BELOVED GUARDIAN SATURDAY LONDON.
HANDS ASSEMBLY BOARD MEMBERS INVITED ATTEND. ANY
PRESS RELEASE SHOULD STATE MEETING HANDS SHORTLY
HAIFA WILL MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT TO BAHA’I WORLD
REGARDING FUTURE PLANS. URGE HOLD MEMORIAL MEETING
SATURDAY .*RUHIYYIH

5 S a5 (3l aA ¢l slale 3 (S b 5 glal) ) (S e sSle (5 e aila Gl KL o o)
s Sla aba s 50 1) Glss lSes K00 5258 5 AAIS Giae g Galage Gp Y DGR syl
N E 58wl ) padd (pl Glaladl (i peae (ol )3 2LES ol il A ] (e e 9 23300 (3 su
Ob 5 oty IS 5 i sad i e el e S AU il 48 e 0l 43 20 lg il 50 s
103 gai agell il gy 5 ilaaled 0 Bla 1) LS
S R 43 San Ll padd a pady 5 a5 (B 03 3 gaia ) aay a8l U5l il 2l o
lai adls g alas) Al el s el 5 aSa il s JS 5 a5dh lg daala ) sal o )lal
A0 Ol YL s asline
Ompe Qlia padd S el alie ] daall Cun i Gt ) Gy Gl (sl aS) a0 Bl sl e
dgmaa b Jia a8 el alae ) Joall cuy cia Ll U dilal allas (g238) (8 9 3 gaaa 51 1) oan)
L1 5 1A 1 el LS 4y 1 35 45 i e Al ya 4y 58 4l yo ) (o) 35
Ay aladl el alae | Janll Gty i dll ol (5 e sd B3 ) 4e Y
1 bl ) "33 g 84S elgllie i sllas 210 daall ) g ) A4S pg il adl @
38 s illie ple 5 2S5 adley SU (il 58 2 sa ) ax diile 5 aled Josli o lalie
bl JS Al i peade M) 5 (A1) B ) (e, el 3l algial Qb S 1) 258
Lea lae Lo 5 il [oall plae) daall cuy] Jae Can 5 [ ler D92 0 dll el (5] el S 5
", e O (B allaa IS
5 o) (Bod el yal (s cnlyl m dal ) gae A4S JguSa (50 aild A5G o len Al e
Pla ) adida g (ol (Bl 3 ga b aiy g ) Guae U Gy ) 43 Sl L) 6158
Lo 1) oA s 5me gt Osn s Jhb dbd 4 52538 Gh 4y L) cadi giia Jayl ) gume () simy
DS 1) el abie ) dandl g (i (Sl el (g 6158 5 02 503 b (Sl x5 )
L)

Ll 4S (i) (855 Al g DA s Ll il 3 il (B 5l (g eaie s (5 e S 4y )
e e Slen e 0 JomSle (5 e plld i 4 eaiiley (Hb Gl sd S sele dae 3 il
Jaal) G aliy 28l 5 e () dens ga i B 1957 el 58 ke O (s luda JSC38 4y 5 xiad
b J\j g Q\J}MJ A éw S Glads u.i\ B Al 4l 1963 u\}.\AJ B GGJ‘ ?L'c‘

el Cilapenai ol alen 1 a4 K dlleler & puan e plad el 50 il

Ll om0 k) ol s 48 alee Al Caes ol alyl 1 (S0 1957 el 5325 anda 0 1
Y 5 Al e 4eldl g0 a8l 5 s elgallaie O pma slla g 15l joaS ami€ g amiula y dia g

ol K 5 amal daia el ol g S el ) ol Tai) 50 43l Ala 4yl
53



Cagr 2 Ol psensi ) Sl dsala (O 53 () Gmate lin Lal i i 2l ) il dsls 0 il
el O gl ey lada o W aiahy s 5 U1 L alilae 1) Sy 2aS s g
Ol 8 Lal i sai i elgallie ¢ pas slliag #1501 5 4l el Ca g aalal ) 5 s
3 i €L | ol Laiia g Tastia ool g () 4l 4

b oadd Jlay 5 Gl ) a5k a8 ) 03 ) () asl Ciay ua glab) |
il 5 (oa s (28] (B ol Gl () 52 4S 053 S 25l 5 1) el (l dale 4y 5 20 S5 oy sl
Jsare a8 ) shil () dalitua s iyl 350 ) 84S 2 S 28U Ay 23l 03 5ali (a3 353 alia (5l
AR sl ) Cul

) (B 5d aS Galad Gl g ea5al Gl ) (lisA Gy o) (B 50 4S Al el gl
g Sl ad b g2 gead o A Al il ) L dlleley & e (a8 5 488NN (5 yeu
)yl Y g Alape IS 438l iy 0 g0 i sA Cpila a4y 38 o0l (B 55 550 )
Atiaily 43l Sl |

D)8 ) D) 2 i Al el ()l SL Jadl) 6lis () 0 a0 9 i s Olae ) Ol
DS e sl s Ol sl 650 e ORIS Lhal e suSle (5 0 alld (o) (e i
anala el ola) JLA) i ool 4y 5 Bl Jge il 5 i (ol Jy cpmla s (g8
o )L 43 K gt dlilelen o pms g (sl gy 53 ool (SIa 6 S ul e 3 Sl
o508 53 5" 2508 4S dllelgy < pan (5 3l asa s 35 03l o kel Cl bl 4 4S ()
5 2 gad kel 3sa da 5 sl 4S Cad yal ol a5 2aLE 3600 ) ) g elale 0 il <y
A sai Uy ) Bl 543 )8 by

Ak (gl el Cadila oo de Taata 5 Tade ol

8 Ol slan 5 230 gad (DN |y 200 g8 (31A (il 8 05 48 gl adae ) Jaal) s (U1
A0 bl 4S 2% orase IS 4 (gt 1963 o 2 4S 20 et clatil L g i) o K
G Gl sd OS5 G ) glaal) 48 e Gl 4 50 S (T 5 4z o) alae ] Jaall a4
ey 3 0l 800 5 208 358 IR 4y CiSine 5 Jine 353 5 AL Aggll G gaai Calld aall
a8 Al sa (b ke s s aada

(5 me laala 51 (1 SI0a 4ada Ly adlaly 438 g 45y (e 2 e Uy o L)
sla Qi S a8 2y S ey o sele s A AN G 358 (5 pm a5 3688 G G
et Bl ) (sl 438 ) (6 ) B ) e 5 55l en |y e 5 (528

Ol Jin il Sy AL (155 o 0500 i 53 S (p R sl (bl e S
ALy el ) 483 68 aal bl 5 a3ls Gl (lal) 4l 0 b (pan ) (e Cillia 5 paens
Ledl (32 503 o1 g a3Y bl ) 4831 amy (oany e IR JL 1S ey 5 aai o )y
e 5 G 3 tae et 5 0l 6 15 1960 Ol sy seie Apadle ) 218 K5 o) Ans
A3, Ol 3 YL 2 48 aridly Jla ) G el sasie VU e o 618 3y 5k

i R Claranat 4418 48 a1 K apenad GLall ol sd Jel G2l s sla 5l = anal 43 )
Cama 434S Jaadl Can Gash ) lab) Gy sdie Lo b 50 dll el CuY g dald) 4aila alas ) s
Gl 5 AT 0] 48 Jaall g JSES ) a3 58 )8 (a0 2550 2 sz Gl A
o) 438l AlA Al el Y 9 4S 3 gad ol A e ) el O sde b g2 g

On )sd U8 5 4 sl Y 5 4alal g gmga 3 dsgll JUT 5 )l Ar a5 408 g ) 10

Craa alia 5 20 85 3 g aily SISl jal (5 cl sl (o) (A (sUl 55 2 45 48 il AL
Ol alen ) G peaie ol 1NN A0S 5 2003 ) e 45 Saon (o Sl sa 5 28 Roali | e
G Jdia pal 13 ga B34S Waa s g ) edie Jise 4y Gl 1925 ) gad a8 )3 (g238) 8 o

54



o) 1 5 20k a8 je ) g dilae 539 gae IS Lad ) eV e o 1) esee oo
Slagdad s g 5 ol saidy 4S Tl pa 5200 8 8 5 3hse e o dmtia Gl 5 alac]
i LS Ble S ) ) shase 5 Digiia ba g pilie dagl) Chaia 50 4S 4 glaws Jag) pd 9 Jseal
afy 5 Glal el 5l Sl o) 2pds SIS 5 Al auiall S el a )l o Bl D (3l
Coyd ) 5§ sian deagaie pe (il B g G g a Bal pagy g il B ) g dale s )
o I 5l il L 48 gl alie] Jaadl a4y o L34S a5 il 4308 ] 3" a5 yae Lo dillas o 8 5 il
0 dllelgr O pan 20 gai gd ) Ll dillelgr & pama 4S a0 S G CVA Slee bl et L1
5 Ssla iy B 3 Lhe 5 @y jallae (s Gl o el Al T raile e 4 sd 8 LIS
Alaiae Chaa g () 4y Shadly 5 (3 40 5 Ala e Cimpai | e glale 51 el slugy 5 phdl
JUn O3B s (3 YIS (s S (A e sl 5 e adai (sl 3B D s ol
5508 dl iy S cpy il alie Sl Asdl a Bae il pead Sjlua 5 &l s
G s JEN) Jolly Lgodie) & el (A5l b | srasd Gl 7 50 5 7 8 0 AYL AaE
sl alief g slons aallal 5 iy ) 4naie ol 5 agell ol 2 aile siae 4xite all ) 3 slellae
alael B3l (3L Ol G e liba M 5 mlad alle Jal JS (5l )y ol dag i Caslans
aS aeludl o yiag sl asen K1 eV 5 280 (B3a (U alia Casa 53 4SSl da il (ST 5 64 (Saa
il 5 Caa B Bla e cad s 03 g0 Bl edl a5 WY1 SlaS sl i glak

381 23 K &l > sl ) 5 8 la (s A o (eSaly a8y 23 K5 s

i el Gy cualiie add Sl gl a5l ades ) Al Gl Al 4 glall 4y aadla
Al Cliaa g (g2 (B o5 aSl by (52 (B oS ) (218 a9 5 (gl st g ibad Al | (cary Grane
A5 5 Cansl 03 S U Medae ) ul Al |y ol sa) 8 o 48 Gl 4y 5 4380385 L 258 )
Cia g s8] (A9l () s 4S 03 gad cliaal (5) 43 55 503 gad (5 l5ad ol pudan (pl L I )3 (cay ) e
(B cpdila | LB R 5y el ) s 458l Aa dlyal ¥ g AREIN Caudd a gua 30 4S ) ghail (5) 4l
5 2h s g0 o dia e dak gl a8 5 dagal (b Gsa O ) 1D sal ple)y s 4dusily sl
e 5y 4y 3330 (5 00 S ol dll jal ey ey elgallae & 5 dllelgy o juns
pa sty dlslgy s (piage 5 b & G O 5 Claal ol 35 (pen 5 S AUl ) 50 2d
afias ol ) )3 5 N3 (i aie prnea e ) 5 25 Sl ¢ el il (il iaial e o il ya) (sl
A site (28] (B od " aplie Caul mlie el 0aplES CS3a ada s 4n ) riese 5 25A 5 ualgd o
ax b dba e das G ) aal (il a5l ad Uaal ja ja ass g galad (G s "
8 n OB 390 )80 ar s gt () ) Aasiine A Al ja g il 6T aiie oy e glie 43l ol ghal
Gl aS anil 5 aialy jat B (o 484y | dll el ¢ ler (e amala 50 33 Aoyl b alos 2ia
2,8 3 5 el Bede 1) adl Y Gle e a5 el s

sile ja s ol Jlae ) 4S i S8 485 ) o (5 bans i ailase a5Y ol el o0 Y8 3 (51
355 ol LBl an 18 250 ge el (yon 5 30 Alasol im0 8 el Gl 2 5 el Ol s
sl )8l 5 allale 5 Gald 5 dll jel s 50l s )l 4n (SIS Gled je (sledl sl 4S (gl 4l 5 ()
o H| Sald (2 Adluae éh: FREY=\EN (2a 9D )l W ‘5.11.@_1 JLJ PAS " " FUAL S d)\
bl et by 5 elgallae O juan 4y o)Ll 4S alie (ad il al dllelen a5 583 Glai) 84
S ) Casl dlelgy < ma 4y (e e S a0 JLEN Ol Ble e Cul (53¢ ) e 4y o LI 4S
A U ed i a8 el () Bl s Glad) Al jies (fiae 5 (ptase Osn 5 " ke e 2 )
553 31 gl (B ol gyl S0 ol ajls $los) s Qhatl sg b e asdl ol e el dual
el AT 5 Caad (A (Sdila 43 (e e Sl (oS ) g

e 2l s G o dll el Cu¥ g 4ala) aae 1 iy Canl Jsana 4S ) shail Aal il s 3 5 4Kl 2 50
A sa s (Ahra g clatil | O a5 el plie ) Jaall Cun (i (58 Sl Gl 3 gl B 5l

55



g Cla Cuai sah eliaal 48 g4t o ) ey asa ) () 4wl Clia g gl SehaS 2 Hl 8 K
ol pnsy a8 ghail adliinay Gaph 343 aled Clall Giila e 2 Ul (a2 4l el
ot 35 Ol Jlee !ty 2als SO IS ey Guure s (S

ilal (gaaua |y (28l 5 oam g S AS i g ) el slgalliie Slbeas 15l Guda Lol 45 o s
Sl 1 by Cp) asae D) (3 5a3 o yaia (51 ) a5 Gaaal el (e al (38 i 4
@l oo il Aila ) el ¥ 5 G e S 2l | g2l (B0l fpaa g padd ol Le (s 4S 20 S
Ol i (o mare Hlia bl Lalaia 5 1951 4asi) 5 a2 (el alae) Jaall s i S ) 2n
A gali e pal ) (sl (B 5h Gl Gla) )0 pge diida g Gl (VAL 5 by 4y glall ¢ i G e
SL 28 (oad G (pay Sl 4y dgana | (3 (s AIND AL 5 ) 35 e S o ke
8 ) A G ) a8 Gl (e se (0 sad G gada ) el ila ) 2 s S ()

1) G ol Yl 4 o) Chief Stewards o (ol aea 5 4S Modae) (ul 2" () sie A5G any
LSS ) (68 ppanall 5 b alie 3 1) Ll Ly 250 488y (5 5550 5 e Al al (15 48 da s
z s 4 slgllae G 1l 5o 2l gl Ba g o) 4S e ol e )i b adlle
il ST 5 g

o) i) Sl a0 (i) Al 5 ball JRaa b any Cmase i (5 )lSar 450 a0
vt a5 Ll G 5 20 g laaly) Al ge ebae ] ) (S L) 230ai S 1) (5 el g
SISt o Ol g b e s (L) paas dame G paas dgea ) a2 bl R Sl
53 5 GRS ) 5 2l Jads Al jal AS il JeSa ASD G e & jian G g aae ) ) 20 gl
L) Lead 53 253 ala ) 5 i g a3l 53 534S () 33 U Casell Juzmd ) o) 258 58 sla (Kiuas
sl s bl K aan 50 dell Culaa L L Al by g 4duily oy e Glin 81 2158
iy )48 (lises 48 350 il (slelust 5 guals Jud (5l 0 (S 48 20 i asia 5 i Gl
s cdde (3 Q.a\&é;ﬂdmu)ﬁ@h&dudﬁmbﬂﬂdﬁhqdmL@_"Lud\ Ol
Jjuuu)bjdﬁ} }4..13\.@.1;\;\‘)\ 444&::54_\.\.»1_\..» 4..\.1.1:}54_\.143&_113)\.\;\

Sl ) Sl 353 e L 1A S e 4

1 4l i

e e il jel el ey

e 1401 D soes BS9

Ll i) — (P

L cudlal

O ) 48 (s il Ly dl) el ) il sy el Camy 4y Ao 583 2 judals (e § 534S Cansl allas (ol a5 4g 0 3Y
Do Gla d S A 1) el da i simge Gl 038 5 ) () s Dl 53 5 S G (55 m Cad 228 alls jeac

oS il jiae 4S b Cada pudi 3 cad Wllse Sun 5 i dlle ol IS 4S a3 Ba igaa Jlulid ol Bl cle
De a2 81 15 BIA (¢ g 4SR5 48 20610 a3 ¢ a2 1 Oley AR (e 1 Moo Y BIA cuilad (ool ) canala Tas 3
S ol Slae Bae 4 00 (2SIl Gl o il alle cpl 23 glad | ja a8 sl J) s 4 Gl Al Suas ol aulily
Cand (F 48ty e s (i alia calia a5 5 Canel) L 5 ke S alia Jald el (yl 4S Caud) sl len i pra 4y sl
e duell Cibtia slaw 51 4S Cad asell i alia ) LS ol 335108 LS 5 e alia calia plen 5 ol B1 alia calia o g
5 SIS S s e S A ) 0 a8 (B S e e 40 538 LIS 5 dilleler < paan Ml il L ety J g 38
ol Dl 15 5 (535 p28 (slaaidly 50 3 gn e (61" 1A 4l (L A Cpad a5 " Mlea ST elal 5 (M Sile il
b Aadia g3l ey Ol z g sa 3 8 asilia AlELE g i | GlS @lEa  ClSee GID3 aten s a3sai gl Sealle
S st dieny OB 50 )5 asm Cgeay g aapa W gl o) 5 Can g alBleR 5 ada (o) Lgadin 5 30 TR 58 (5) 0 e
5 le ot lehdy JB 5 (A3 La (B Doy i 4S 20 0 s O gas Ol daalia 5 page ek | i Caen 5 Jumd p sa
G sd b )y g2 5ad Gagal i o 3ally 48 paniy i1 5 258 Jhl G 5 53 5a1 it aapmi alai ) sl el (53 Jile S
celellue il o eleallue & puaa = g ol Cuda cl JalS judll 5 8 9 & Mal (6] 0 " (53508 Sonn 5 (SHBL Hha (i ) 5l
.Jgiu)é%\fss_ZQ&m‘e&C}l‘e)Jﬂ;

plle Siny 3 i dama 4g oy dalaa | ) Chdila aal a5 5 4idhad 2 glad LGS () alaaind 1A ol Jalae 5 3 gana (load) a8yl 4y Hlas
‘}\J}AASLGJM‘QLQ.J‘}J&")J@i'dﬁﬁ‘ﬁow‘?ﬁf—@@Q‘ﬁ;e&b‘\ﬁuw'Jﬁ&‘)ﬁjbd‘)ﬁ@?ﬁfaﬂﬁﬁ
ez S8 53 5ol 5 Lo el ek 1 (a0 3 A (I3 A Ol 01581 (5800 i s 5 Jl Gl iglad
1 o) JalS lasil So 5 e Ga i 5 eland a5 481 (3 seds jedan ALulid ¢ 21 glad 5 Cadd o saldind "4l 8" o315 )
e dge 5340 Blse () L 3sdise maaS lay Sl sh o508 3 5ol el (gl (Blise 40 4S s 0350 8 (e 33 Sl (e

56



s el Dedin S sl o8 48 02 S ) Lt S L gl a8 i s g i 3m dee 5 K g a0l s
4 s (3 e e el e S Lo J3 Otk sise (el QLS 0 dilelen o puan 2K J gl g Alulid ) 410 ey 50
A8 e yuay S 4S Cand (e ¢ ion Fle ", Al IS 5lE 84y 5l e BN 5 eV alle 8 4uds ol (IS (5301 o sl allas
il 8 o il m L ad a8 4alls 50 dese < puma 48 (age Jia labae I8 0 )5 5 Gatese b il gl Hsela edaa
Al 4 L Jg 58 Do QUS G 2 () o 5 G (Riiase b e QS pa dileley i pmn aS (oo b

il 1 uas Gy 5 el edan 48 cand IS adh g e gina el 0B Cany pih 350 g 5 dua e |8 in pb Cadl L 5 Sia) ) 50 48
pritine ol o ) 5209 gt (o851 ) B Camy 58 pedan 5 ASE ) (ed) S (s 5 305 el SIS e 4y i aSuilus S 8
exixile ) 358 Gl Gled e 4r | el by 5 2350 8 ) seds desa Cajuaa By Mia X gise 0 sed bl 58 0 ja ) ) 2ad i jaie
ey ol IS (e o lds (2 05 81 23S (s Comypd 5 s sed 5 il IS e < pama (g ades ) caSiled)
.\3:\)‘)3\Aﬁ}.\id}&)ﬁf\)@E\ﬂ\c@&)@@;éﬁ\)}:%_J}Aﬁng}mwjj\G‘)\A}n.\ﬁa.\i‘)ﬁj\éiog‘){j\‘jﬁhi
Ol s il Jof g Crgea 1) IS 5 Cal oad jals Jla Gl s 00la i seda 40 Ll J8 € j0aS ) K age g0 aS
45 DLl 5 dilelen < paaa Mo a5 8 8l )" i Sl i) alle e s g5l el Olatel S Ak 5 20 S g
G A8 JSLa 5 onlle Ja) maen 5 4338 jalls (saaa Ay ) Ol sy o f et (slmd 52 a8 atiled JLAT 1) Gy Jal " talesine
O s 2adly leieSs men 5 uisa EBIAS 1 1) Gie ) el ilia 5 00052 plie (L B a8lal (saga sy S (O Jsa il
Coniph 5 ol) Jsela setae Jsl pe ¢ 203yl Gla 4S LB an Da " cial 48 1510 aa A1 s 38 iy Ly LS
AS 1 anil i S 5 dad )50 5 iaie ol gea ol ) 2SE | IS (3l Ll 4S Cansil ol & (SIS 0 S () Sl Lo 55 a0a
ol LG 5ol & il ol Gl Ciladia

ol 4 Ly cdllelen & pmn O g pm O 5 Sl 03 000 =y allie () (i 50 1957 el 53 Jil gl 0 (52380 (8 0k 3 gaam 5 dmy all
Ol U8 1) dll el ¢ 5 (a3 4litiie sl 5 230 gali e e Canl a3l 235 e 50 5 iad )l K aged) cililaial ada 5 53 ¢l
Tl 5 e QS 53 g5y aS e 5 i a8 ) Cony 55 ) i 00 iy 505 ik G jae e Jal s ) ¢ iyl
2 88 Jlw a5 )3 (sl (865l (Blaas 5 dinile a2 i o) 2ee 5o LB T8 Lad g i8S ) ol sl slgallae slibias
Al 1 Gl (A lade Glae 5 il 5 el @il g ) #Y) 5 Land 5 el Al dapai #1551 AS ks gl " rase 84S
o) il Jeie 3 3l ) Y 0l Gl )5 Gl Cadle 5 o3y () ae |y ks el () A SV LS 5 ol skl g 3 e 58 94
D R e L S R g R R T g e
Cused 31 28 (3 5eh dielin s Cand 5l 5 8 GG bt 3 ;355 s o rgia () Aaiione 45 o18) g 23150 e sy aa shie 420l
oAl Makie lal 8 G alidl 5 o saliall Y ela ¢ sinteall 5 () gintadl V) el () giagall 5 () siasall V1 elSa el G

Ak sl
Ap0 8 S cdllslgs a1
117 = el Pl Ol Qs b dll ) celgllae 2
OlEy & yas 3 Jsh b ¢ Gl gaen 3
1840 )i Joee Lila 4
17 pa gl Gl mn QS e dllsly 5
)l Crand 45 g8 CilalS el G s 6
(8 Crand 45 68 LS ¢ dllelgy Gy 7
1845 led J3e Léls 8
B (AP R ]
...... slallae 10
dleley 11
Ol Gl 2158 ¢ SR Jilaill 12
...... el 13
elgiae 14
Claglie csledlane 15
Gl sl dleley 16
1976 Gla ¢ als)zom sl sl Lailisi cadlul )50 5 deae QS jlawa 517
e siS i le 18
Hele 19
slawl ol c L .20
Al coledle 21
Waszll e lllae 22
Waszll e lellae 23
Waszll e lgllae 24
Waszlll e lllae 25
Waszll e lellae 26
Waszll e lllae 27
Whaszll e ldlae 28
Weaszlsl e ledlae 29
7 o= 1951 4255 1 <l &L Messages To The Baha’i World 4es i ¢ sl (858 .30
22 5= 1952 & 8 oy 58 U= 1951 Uk 2 I_SE Messages To The Bahd’i World 4es si ¢ sl (353 .31
Leaszlsl e ledlae 32
1960 4xde) ¢ cary e 3lls .33
1960 4xde ¢ (oar) Guua3lla .34
Mary Maxwell, The Ministry of the Custodians, 1957-1963, UHJ, 1992, page 7 .35
Mary Maxwell, The Ministry of the Custodians, 1957-1963, UHJ, 1992, page 7 .36
lall Gla a8 sl a5 3 7 g o 88 Sl a5 ¢ ol Bk 37
117 = ool Pl Ol Gla 4l addla ) e clllae 38
Olall a4 jlae a5 5 7 g g 88 Sl a5 ¢ sl (B ok 39
an la sl 4o sene cdlieley 40

57



I

& <

O THOU GLORY OF THE MOST GLORIOUS
Office of Fifth Guardian of the Bah4’i Faith

Dear Friends in Baha’u’llah:

Attached please find a copy of an article dated August 23, 2022, written by the undersigned, in
Persian, in response to remarks made by a person with the initials N. S., a guest on Myhan TV,
broadcasting from California in the United States. While analysing issues related to the current
situation in Iran, N. S. said the following words:
s Gl (P50 5l Al @ Sae il

which translated means, “Religion is the microbe of society and there is no remedy for it.” |
normally watch and listen to his program and enjoy his knowledge of Persian history and his
analysis of current conditions in the country, but this statement shocked me and | decided to write
a response to his remarks; subsequently, I called him and expressed my thoughts on his remark.

What follows is a summary in English of the Persian article | wrote.

The writer of the article highlights the definition of the “true religion of God” and “religious sects”
branched from God’s revealed Revelation. In the Persian language, the two words “diyanat” and
“ferghe-i-mazhabi” " 43 3 5 cuiln" translate as “religion” and “religious sect,” respectively;
both terms are used interchangeably in the academic field as well as by others to refer to the Cause
of God revealed to the world of humanity by His Manifestations, such as Mohammad, Buddha,
Christ, and others at different times in history. It appears that English-speaking people use these
two words interchangeably to refer to God’s Revelation.

The true religion of God is defined in the following way by ‘Abdu’l-Baha: The “reflection of Divine
grace to human beings through the Manifestation of God is like that of the rays of the sun between
the sun and [this] contingent world. Religion and the commands of the Messengers of God is the
cause of true education and eternal spiritual life of human beings, and it causes the establishment
of order within the human societies. The love of family, tribes, races, homeland, parties,
civilization, etc., are all causes of kindness and attraction between the people and the societies, but
all are superficial, partial, limited, deficient and uncertain. But the true religion, with pure faith in
that, is the great cause of true oneness of thought, unity and agreement and true love among the
people of the world under all conditions. Faith and belief in religion and true spiritual education
compel people, in all conscience, to have a good desire [for all], to be truthful, to have good
behavior, and to reject shameful and wicked acts, apparently or inwardly, privately, or publicly.”*

A religious sect, on the other hand, is “branched from the true religion [of God] and its method and
manners are based on political motives and misinterpretation of religious facts ... and its founder’s
references are issues related to religious science and on matters of theology, not on Divine
revelation claims and holy revealed verses. For instance, Catholic, Orthodox, and the Church of
England in Christianity, and Ismailiyah, Shi’h, Sunni, and others” in Islam.?

The believers in God’s true religion revealed for this age are numbered and among the world’s
eight billion population; hardly are there more than a few hundred people among the sincere ones
who accept the call of Baha’u’llah and are faithful in His Covenant. Because most of the people of
the world have failed to heed the call of Baha’u’ll4h, they have broken the Greater Covenant, and
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the mainstream Baha’is have rejected/broken the Lesser Covenant of God. “O Essence of
Negligence!” Baha’u’llah reveals in the Hidden Words. “Myriads of mystic tongues find utterance
in one speech, and myriads of hidden mysteries are revealed in a single melody; yet, alas, there is
no ear to hear, nor heart to understand.”® Bah4’u’lldh in the same revelation further reveals: “O
Comrades! The gates that open on the Placeless stand wide and the habitation of the loved one is
adorned with the lovers’ blood, yet all but a few remain bereft of this celestial city, and even of
these few, none but the smallest handful hath been found with a pure heart and sanctified spirit.”*

Those who do not understand the reality of religion and do not distinguish between the true religion
of God and religious sects, such as Catholic, Orthodox, and other sects in Christianity or the Shi’h,
Sunni, and other offshoots in Islam claim that “Religion is the microbe of society and there is no
remedy for it.” A large percentage of the world’s population maintains that the behavior and actions
of the clergy, such as priests, Jewish scholars, and other leaders of various religious sects, are a
reflection of the true religion of God and oppose the need for God’s true religion for human
societies.

Lack of understanding of God’s true religion has caused scholars to fight the very root of the means
necessary for the establishment of order and harmony in the world. There is a great distinction
between religion and religious sects. The first is a life giver, the second destroys life; the first is the
cause of peace and harmony, the second is the cause of war and bloodshed,; the first is founded by
God’s Revelation, the second is based on heresy; the first is based on wisdom and intellect, the
second is fabricated by superstition and ignorance; and the first is the cause of spiritual life, the
second is the death of it. In brief, the first is established by the Manifestation of God, the second is
made by people who “set aside the manifested truth and with the ax of imagination create the idles
of superstitious and warship, they humble and prostrate their own idles [religious sects] yet consider
themselves to be pious and devoted to the manifested truth [and God] and [see themselves] among
the sincere ones.”

Human societies around the world are struggling and suffering from severe crises, for the fabric of
the old social orders is disintegrating; the outlook of international relationships is dark, and moral
decay in all aspects of social and economic systems is accelerating and advancing. In these
circumstances, the light of divinely ordained religion and the precious pearl of its truth has been
hidden behind the veils of ignorance and the misunderstanding of truth. Many church leaders,
authorities of various faith-based congregations, and heads of sects in all great religions are
misleading people and depriving them of God’s true objectives for humankind. These clergy with
their own misconducts, superstitions, and fanaticism misrepresent their own religion and cause new
generations to become anti-religion. It seems the world of humanity neither knows the main cause
of all these problems and suffering nor can they find a solution and remedy for them. It should be
said at the present time that world political leaders even with goodly characters, pure thoughts, and
unbiased intentions are unable to find a solution to overcome the chaos, upheavals, and violence at
the national and international levels. Humanity is in a state of confusion and suffers and is
misguided by the clergies in various sects in all the established religions of God. Only the spiritual
power and Light of the latest Divinely ordained religion can resolve and remove the world’s
problems and provide its inhabitants peace and prosperity. Baha’u’llah, the prophet-founder of the
Baha’is Faith, stated: “The canopy of world order is upraised upon the two pillars of reward and
punishment.” At this critical time in human history, humanity is passing through a dark period of
spiritual life. Many people in this world have not understood the reality of Divine religion and do
not distinguish the difference between a God-given religion and Its offshoot sects such as
Catholicism, Orthodoxy, and Protestantism in Christianity or Shi’a and Sunni in Islam, to name a
few.
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The writer of this article continues to highlight the importance of the Divine Revelation to guide
humankind and provide the principles to educate human beings on material, human, and spiritual
qualities and to express instances where societies sank into ignorance, bloodshed, hatred, and
injustice; subsequently, when humanity accepts the message of God through His Manifestation, it
raises them to the highest level of civilization in administration, justice, and other components of
a noble, advanced civilization. The writer further draws the attention of readers to the fact that it is
self-interested people who turn the true religion of God into a means of differences in society. The
writer further gives a brief description of the Bah4’i Faith and the principles of the World Order of
Baha’u’llah, particularly the institutions of the Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice
and the relationship between them.

This article further highlights and lists the principles, laws, and regulations of a Baha’i for
individuals in social settings and the teachings for understanding God: < =< Divine Knowledge.

The following four instances show how the true religion of God revealed to humankind by the
Manifestation of God is turned into sects by clerics and leaders based on heresy and self-interests.

Consider that the Jewish Faith, established by His Holiness Moses, created a civilization in which
“sages of Greece came to regard the illustrious men of Israel as [the] model of perfection.”® The
believers in the Cause of Moses created a great civilization with developments in government,
administration, trades, and arts and ruled the land under their authority for four hundred and fifty
years. The surrounding powers of the time did not have the courage to challenge their authority.
The civilization starts to decay after the death of Soliman, when two of the tribes elevated Rahb’am
to the kingship and the other ten tribes endorsed Yarb-i-am, son of Nebaét, a descendant of Joseph,
as the king. This heresy began a division among the believers in the Cause of Moses. And from
this division, other sects were created by individuals for political and other reasons.

A similar situation occurred among the followers of Christ. It took place when Constantine the
Great moved from Rome to the city of Constantinople. The Bishop of the Easter cities did not
desire to follow the Pope in Rome, and this created the two main sects of Christianity: The Catholic
and Orthodox churches were born. Further divisions and sects were created in 311 AD when Bishop
Mansorious died and there was no unity in the appointment of a new Bishop for the newly born
Orthodox sect. The creation of sects continued when King Henry VIII of England could not
convince the Catholic church to grant him a divorce from his wife, Catherine, to marry Anne
Boleyn. Henry then created a new sect, the Church of England, which has continued to this day.
Now, his majesty King Charles 111 heads this church.

In the dispensation of Islam, following the ascension of His Holiness Muhammad from this earthly
world to the spiritual world, His followers weakened the foundation of Islam by removing the
divinely established institution of Imamate to that of a man-made Khelafat institution initiated by
AbU-Bakr and ‘Umar and their followers. The instruction for Muhammad’s succession, provided
by Muhammad during His last return from Mecca to Madinah, was clear: “Anyone who has me as
his Mawla, has Ali as his Mawla” (Husayn i-madzadeh, The Life of Muhammad (in Persian), 5th
Edition, Tehran, 2535 Shahanshahi). This instruction was ignored, and while ‘Ali was preparing
the funeral for His Holiness Muhammad, the Institution of Imamate was left unguarded. What
happened next is told by Balyuzi:

Abu-Bakr stepped forward, and in a gathering without ‘Ali, ““...took the hands of ‘Umar
and Abd- ‘Ubbaydah and said: ‘Here are two honourable men; choose either of them that
he may rule over you, and | shall be the first to pledge my loyalty to him’.” But ‘Umar
and Abu- ‘Ubbaydah refused to accept the nomination and addressed Abu-Bakr: “You are
to be preferred over us—you, who were the companion of the Messenger of God when He
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journeyed from Mecca.” Next, ’Umar stretched forth the hand of Abu-Bakr and touched it
with his own, as a sign of homage and a pledge of fealty.’

The last example of the alteration of the Cause of God into a man-made sect considers the events
that took place after the death of the First Guardian of the Baha’is Faith, Shoghi Effendi, in which
the Cause of God was manipulated by a group of people then elevated to the rank of the Hands of
the Faith. Initially, the Hands, under the leadership of Shoghi Effendi’s widow, collectively took
over the management of the company of believers in Baha’u’llah throughout the Baha’i world with
no written authority to do so. They then bypassed the embryonic Universal House of Justice and
its President, C. M. Remey, followed by a denouncement of the validity of the Will and Testament
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, breaking the Covenant of Baha’u’llah. They then replaced the Covenant with
their own version that ends the continuation of the Institution of Guardianship. They instigated a
false body, the so-called universal house of justice in 1963, redirecting the course of the Baha’i
Faith into a man-made system void of divine guidance due to the absence of the Guardian of the
Faith as its permanent head.

The examples presented in this paper reveal the fact that human beings alter the true religion of
God into man-made institutions, which produces disharmony within the human family. It is
appropriate to quote ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s words here:

The purpose of these statements is to make it abundantly clear that the divine religions,
the holy precepts, the heavenly teachings, are the unassailable basis of human
happiness, and that the peoples of the world can hope for no real relief or deliverance
without this one great remedy. This panacea must, however, be administered by a wise
and skilled physician, for in the hands of an incompetent all the cures that the Lord of
men has ever created to heal men’s ills could produce no health and would on the
contrary only destroy the helpless and burden the hearts of the already afflicted.®

Mr. E. S. Yazdani,

5t Guardian of the Bah4’is Faith,
Sydney-Australia

E-mail Address: esyazdani@yazdani.com.au
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O THOU GLORY OF THE MOST GLORIOUS
Office of Fifth Guardian of the Baha’i Faith

To the believers in Baha’u’llah, all to note:

The believers as well as the adversaries of Mason Remey raised concerns and attacked the person
of Mason Remey for controversial statements, he made regarding the administration of Shoghi
Effendi, which was built during Shoghi Effendi’s thirty-six-year tenure as guardian. The present
Guardian of the Cause would like to attempt an explanation and provide reasons for Mason’s
assertions, such as, “Shoghi Effendi intended to build the Administration of the Dispensation of
the Babi Faith,”! or “This mistake has caused so much confusion and misunderstanding and trouble
that the only thing for the second Guardian to do, to set matter aright, is to discard all which Shoghi
Effendi did and to institute a New Faith.”?

In my letter of July 20, 2021, | expressed that

first and foremost it should be made clear that there is a need for the believers ... to grasp
the fact that the chain of guardians in the Baha’i Dispensation is not accountable to them
and need not justify any actions or statements they make. It is completely between the
guardians’ conscience and their comprehension of the revealed Words spoken by
Baha’u’llah and the Writings of the Centre of the Covenant, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and the
Almighty God. It is evident from the text of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha that
the believers are directed to give unconditional support to the Guardian of the Faith at any
point in the course of the Baha’i Dispensation. ‘Abdu’l-Baha states, “The mighty
stronghold shall remain impregnable and safe through obedience to him who is the
guardian of the Cause of God.”®

Having said that, the believers and the investigators of truth need to comprehend that Words
revealed by the Founder of the Baha’i Faith, the explanations made by the Centre of the Covenant,
and the interpretations made by the guardians must be regarded from the viewpoint of Baha’u’llah,
‘Abdu’l-Bah4, and the guardians—and not from the viewpoint of individuals. This is imperative in
order to understand fully their intentions. Baha’u’llah in the Book of Certitude reveals the
following:

They that tread the path of faith, they that thirst for the wine of certitude, must cleanse
themselves of all that is earthly—their ears from idle talk, their minds from vain
imaginings, their hearts from worldly affections, their eyes from that which perisheth. They
should put their trust in God, and, holding fast unto Him, follow in His way. Then will they
be made worthy of the effulgent glories of the sun of divine knowledge and understanding,
and become the recipients of a grace that is infinite and unseen, inasmuch as man can never
hope to attain unto the knowledge of the All-Glorious, can never quaff from the stream of
divine knowledge and wisdom, can never enter the abode of immortality, nor partake of
the cup of divine nearness and favour, unless and until he ceases to regard the words and
deeds of mortal men as a standard for the true understanding and recognition of God and
His Prophets.*
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The death of Shoghi Effendi put the process and notion of S| Juad cua 5 o 51, “the Frightening Day
of Great Separation,” into motion and caused the awaited forces of darkness reflected within the
minds of the inside enemies of the Cause to appear. After November 4, 1957, the ex-Hands of the
Faith manifested the reality of “How often hath grievous error been disguised in the garb of truth,
that it might sow the seeds of doubt in the hearts of men!”® The method Shoghi Effendi adapted to
appoint his successor provided the conditions for the ex-Hands of the Faith to reveal their hidden
intention to remove the guardians from the institution of the Guardianship within the Baha’i
Dispensation. In other words, they violated ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament and Baha’u’llah’s
Covenant. The majority of the believers followed the doctrine of the ex-Hands of the Faith. A
minority of believers accepted Mason Remey’s Guardianship. Within this minority group, all were
not sincere and were infected with the virus of violation of the Covenant. Initially, the Second
Guardian of the Faith was not aware of the extension of this violation.

There are questions to be asked concerning Shoghi Effendi’s appointment of his successor: Did
Shoghi Effendi make any mistake in appointing his successor by

a) conditioning the appointment of the Hands of the Cause after the formation of the Universal
House of Justice, in his letter of December 27, 1929?

b) forming the embryonic Universal House of Justice on January 9, 1951?

c) appointing Mason Remey, the head of the embryonic Universal House of Justice on March
2,1951?

d) enlarging the membership of the embryonic Universal House of Justice and nominating its
officers on March 8, 1952?

e) appointing the members of the Institution of the Hands of the Faith on March 8, late
December 1951, and in the following years?

The answers to the above questions are obviously NO. Shoghi Effendi provided the conditions in
which the believers were tested or provoked to expose their inner intentions to accept or reject
Mason Remey’s Guardianship and the Covenant. In their conclave of November 25, 1957, the
Hands of the Cause, within a few short weeks after the ascension of Shoghi Effendi, announced the
end of the Guardianship in the Baha’i Dispensation. Mrs. Mary S. Maxwell, the former Ruhiyyih
Khanum, prepared the believers to “cling” to the Institution of the Hands of the Faith from the day
she announced the death of Shoghi Effendi. Mason Remey’s Daily Observations clearly show that
the Hands of the Faith clouded the end of Guardianship before this conclave.

After issuing his proclamation of 1960, Mason Remey was faced with the hostility of the ex-Hands
of the Faith and their followers together with the insincere believers surrounding the Second
Guardian. The ex-Hands of the Cause not only forced the Second Guardian into exile, they also
failed to follow the directions set by the First Guardian in his message of June 4, 1957, where he
issued the

call upon Hands and National Assemblies, each continent separately, to establish
henceforth direct contact and deliberate, whenever feasible, as frequently as possible, to
exchange reports to be submitted by their respective Auxiliary Boards and national
committees, to exercise unrelaxing vigilance and carry out unflinchingly their sacred,
inescapable duties. The security of our precious Faith, the preservation of the spiritual
health of the Baha’i communities, the vitality of the faith of its individual members, the
proper_functioning of its laboriously erected institutions, the fruition of its worldwide
enterprises, the fulfillment of its ultimate destiny, all are directly dependent upon the
befitting discharge of the weighty responsibilities now resting upon the members of these
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two institutions, occupying, with the Universal House of Justice, next to the Institution of
the Guardianship, foremost rank in the divinely ordained administrative hierarchy of the
World Order of Baha’u’l14h.® (emphasis mine)

In the same message, he warned the Hands of the Cause of hostilities rising from within (as close
as his own family?), to be cautious and adopt “effective measures to counteract their treacherous
schemes.”

Evidences of increasing hostility without, persistent machinations within, foreshadowing
dire contests destined to range the Army of Light against the forces of darkness, both
secular and religious, predicted in unequivocal language by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, necessitate in
this crucial hour closer association of the Hands of the five continents and the bodies of
the elected representatives of the national Baha’i communities the world over for joint
investigation of the nefarious activities of internal enemies and the adoption of wise,
effective measures to counteract their treacherous schemes, protect the mass of the
believers, and arrest the spread of their evil influence.®

Another point to meditate upon is the fact that the position of the First Guardian of the Faith was
promoted and exaggerated by the ex-Hands of the Faith. In particular, his widow, Ms. Mary S.
Maxwell, created an atmosphere following Shoghi Effendi’s death that misled believers; and they
could not envisage another person occupying Shoghi Effendi’s position as the Second Guardian of
the Faith. In The Priceless Pearl, the writer Mary Maxwell quotes sections of her diaries that
indicate, for instance, that “a lot of people, including members of the Master’s family and some of
the Baha’is, have fallen down in their perspective of things. They wanted a second ‘Abdu’l-Bahad—
a series of patriarchal repeats in the form of Guardians.”” Or, “although Shoghi Effendi must
forever be a mystery in his essence to every being in this world—until the day comes when a new
Manifestation of God, being superior, may choose to interpret to us who are so inferior—
nevertheless we know much of him and have the right to preserve the memory tenderly, if
inadequately.”®

It should be also noted that the Babi Dispensation lasted for nineteen years from its inception,
starting with the Bab’s Proclamation on May 23, 1844, to the declaration of Baha’u’llah in the
Garden of Ridvan on April 21, 1863. The Babi Dispensation ended on the memorable day when
the New Manifestation made His presence known in the company of the Babis. From assessing the
available Writings of the Bab, apart from the appointment of His successor, from the day of the
Bab’s martyrdom to the day of the new Manifestation, no administrative order in the Babi Faith
existed as far as I know. “Well is it with him,” the Bab reveals, “who fixeth his gaze upon the Order
of Baha 'u’llah and rendereth thanks unto his Lord! For He will assuredly be made manifest. God
hath indeed irrevocably ordained it in the Bayan™® (italics in original). The Bab directed the
believers to turn to Him who will be made manifest: Baha’ u’llah.

Mason Remey served the Cause of Baha’u’llah, initially under the direction and guidance of
‘Abdu’l-Bah4; then, as one of the Hands of the Faith and the Head of the embryonic Universal
House of Justice, he took orders from Shoghi Effendi. Following the death of Shoghi Effendi,
Mason Remey subsequently served the Cause as the Second Guardian of the Faith until his death
on February 4, 1974. ‘Abdu’l-Baha in a tablet addressed to Mason Remey, dated April 14, 1916,
wrote the following:

O Thou my heavenly son! Truly I say thou hast arisen in the service of the Cause of God
and art displaying great effort in the diffusion of the fragrance of God. Thou hast no other
intention save the good pleasure of the true God, and hast no other hope except the
promotions of the heavenly teachings. Thou art sanctified and cleansed from attachment
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to this world and art wholly attached to the religions of Truth. Rest thou assured that thou
art confirmed and assisted because thou art favored in the Divine threshold.*®

Having all the above issues mentioned in the above paragraphs, Mason Remey was left alone with
an enormous responsibility: to protect the Cause from the attack by the inside enemies of the Faith
as well as the outside adversaries. The position of the ex-Hands of the Cause was clear: all stood
unitedly, with their followers, against the Guardianship of Mason Remey and the Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 and, in fact, the Covenant. The majority of believers surrounding the
Second Guardian, if not all of them, had their own agenda, and the commands of their Guardian
were not obeyed. Under these circumstances, Mason Remey was faced with two problems: a) the
challenge to his authority under the terms of the Will and Testament and b) his need to provide the
conditions for the insincere believers to reveal their intentions.

To face these difficulties, Mason adopted the means of provocation, or a testing method, to stir the
depth of conscience of the insincere believers to expose themselves and leave the company of the
true and sincere believers. He published his letter of November 12, 1966, to do just that.

Dear Friends:

When the 65-Page pamphlet "The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah" was published by Shoghi
Effendi on February 8, 1934, with its call to the believers "throughout the West," Shoghi
Effendi wrote: "Upon the 23rd of May of this auspicious year, the Baha’i World will
celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the founding of the Faith of Baha’u’llah."

Upon the 57th Page of "The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah" it is written: "The sacred and
youthful branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God, as well as the Universal House of
Justice to be universally elected and established, are both under the care and protection of
the Abha Beauty, under the shelter and unerring guidance of the Exalted One (The Béab)
(may my life be offered up for them both) whatsoever they decide is of God."

From these two statements it is clear that Shoghi Effendi (following what ‘Abdu’l-Baha
wrote) intended to build the Administration of the dispensation of the Babi Faith. It was
the Bab who declared Himself to be the Forerunner of He whom God would Manifest. He
made His declaration at Shiraz in Persia (now Iran) on May 23rd, 1844. The Babi
Dispensation was but 19 years and was ended and completed with the Declaration of
Baha’u’llah in 1863 in the Garden of El Ridvan at Baghdad.

The Babi Faith and the Baha'i Faith are two distinct and different religions — this was not
made clear in the forming of the Administration of the Faith that was formed about the
Babi Religion instead of the Baha’i Faith. In other words,...The first Guardian of the Faith
so construed the Master ‘Abdu’l-Bahd's Will and Testament that he formed his
Administration upon the Babi Faith and not upon the Baha’i Faith.

This mistake has caused so much confusion and misunderstanding and trouble that the only
thing for the second Guardian to do, to set matters aright, is to discard all which Shoghi
Effendi did and to institute a New Faith which shall be the Orthodox Faith of Baha’u’llah
under the Holy Name of ABHA in order to carry out the conditions that will lead to the
establishment of the TRUE Baha’i Faith (of Baha’u’llah), which Faith has not yet been
established in the world.

So long as the former Administration exists, we will have two Causes — The former
Administrative Order trying to keep alive the Spirit and ways and customs of the Babi
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Faith, as opposed to the ways of the New Abh4 Faith that has dawned and is struggling to
overcome and put aright the mistakes of the past.

I have gone over all the writings that | have of Shoghi Effendi. Nowhere does he mention
"the 24 Elders" of the Dispensation of Baha’u’llah. Nowhere does he mention "The
Covenant" nor the Holy Spirit save where he is quoting from ‘Abdu’l-Bahd — and those
instances are very rare.

The Bab and Baha’u’llah never used these terms. These terms came into the Baha’i
vocabulary in the Days of the Master ‘Abdu’l-Bahé and were never employed by the Bab
nor by Baha’u’llah.

Until now there has been no Orthodox Baha’i Faith. It is now the duty of the Second
Guardian to declare the NEW ABHA FAITH, otherwise there will be no Orthodox Baha’i
Faith.

The Guardian urges all believers to study the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
"The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah" and "The World Order Unfolds" by Shoghi Effendi.

All believers are exhorted to teach and to spread the Glad Tidings of the Glorious Kingdom
of the Abha Father foretold by Jesus the Christ and the Prophets—praying that the Holy
Spirit will confirm them in their efforts to spread the Faith.

The Abh& Name of God was first pronounced by Jesus the Christ in His moments of
anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane, on the eve of his Crucifixion when He called upon
"Abba Father" (see Mark 14-36). "Abba" and "Abha" are pronounced alike.!

Mason Remey
Florence, Italy
12 November, 1966

Mason Remey in the first and the second paragraphs states the facts.

In the following paragraphs, Mason Remey provides the background, excuses, or provocations by
stating, “It is clear that Shoghi Effendi (following what ‘Abdu’l-Bah& wrote) intended to build the
Administration of the dispensation of the Babi Faith,” and “to discard all which Shoghi Effendi did
and to institute a New Faith which shall be the Orthodox Faith of Baha’u’llah under the Holy Name
of ABHA in order to carry out the conditions that will lead to the establishment of the TRUE Bah4’i
Faith (of Baha’u’llah), which Faith has not yet been established in the world.” Mason Remey
intended to stir the deep consciousness of the pretend believers, to raise their oppositions or
otherwise. This was hard for the pretend believers to digest without knowing the reasons for Mason
Remey’s announcement. However, they showed their inner intention and carried out their own
agenda once the statement was issued. For instance, consider Joel Marangella’s raised theatre in
the late sixties. (Refer to my letter of November 9, 2010, to JM.)

Mason Remey during his lifetime served the Cause, either under the direction of ‘Abdu’l-Baha or
Shoghi Effendi; subsequently, as the Second Guardian of the Faith, he served the Cause of
Baha’u’llah with utmost faithfulness. How was it possible for Mason Remey to disregard the first
Guardian’s works upon which his Guardianship was based? How—unless Mason Remey had
intended to save the Cause and the believers from the ungodly ones who surrounded him. In his
letter of January 1967, Mason Remey wrote, “As the friends read this letter let them be prepared
for another shock — namely that Shoghi Effendi was all wrong in teaching that the future world
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government would be installed on Mt. Carmel.... In other words, Shoghi Effendi was a sick and
disorganized soul. ” It was very unpleasant for Mason Remey to have to tell the Baha’i World that
these violations of the Faith that were made unwittingly by Shoghi Effendi. This is an indication
of the pure provocation made by the Second Guardian to his adversaries that he is in charge and
head of the Baha’i Faith. In other words, accept my authority or leave the company of the believers.
Mason Remey had to make the hard decision to protect the Cause, and this included the
disestablishment of the infected administration, the Second International Bah4’i Council, and the
associated bodies.

To comprehend the issue, consider the following historical instances:

I have heard Siyyid Husayn bear witness to the following: “That night the face of the Bab
was aglow with joy, a joy such as had never shone from His countenance. Indifferent to
the storm that raged about Him, He conversed with us with gaiety and cheerfulness. The
sorrows that had weighed so heavily upon Him seemed to have completely vanished. Their
weight appeared to have dissolved in the consciousness of approaching victory. ‘To-
morrow,” He said to us, ‘will be the day of My martyrdom. Would that one of you might
now arise and, with his own hands, end My life. | prefer to be slain by the hand of a friend
rather than by that of the enemy.’ Tears rained from our eyes as we heard Him express that
wish. We shrank, however, at the thought of taking away with our own hands so precious
a life. We refused, and remained silent. Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali suddenly sprang to his feet
and announced himself ready to obey whatever the B4b might desire. This same youth who
has risen to comply with My wish,’ the Bab declared, as soon as we had intervened and
forced him to abandon that thought, ‘will, together with Me, suffer martyrdom. Him will |
choose to share with Me its crown.’ ’*? (emphasis mine)

In the Kitab-i-igan, the Book of Certitude, Baha’u’llah has revealed three examples to understand
how provocation or testing the heart of the believers is done to reveal their inner intentions: a) the
story of the change of “Qiblih,” b) the story of Moses in slaying a person, and c) the story of Mary.

‘Qiblih’

Reflect upon the revealed verse concerning the “Qiblih.” When Muhammad, the Sun of
Prophethood, had fled from the dayspring of Batha unto Yathrib, He continued to turn His
face, while praying, unto Jerusalem, the holy city, until the time when the Jews began to
utter unseemly words against Him, words which if mentioned would ill befit these pages
and would weary the reader. Muhammad strongly resented these words. Whilst, wrapt in
meditation and wonder, He was gazing toward heaven, He heard the kindly Voice of
Gabriel, saying: “We behold Thee from above, turning Thy face to heaven; but We will
have Thee turn to a Qiblih which shall please Thee.” On a subsequent day, when the
Prophet, together with His companions, was offering the noontide prayer, and had already
performed two of the prescribed Rikéats’, the Voice of Gabriel was heard again: “Turn
Thou Thy face towards the sacred Mosque.” In the midst of that same prayer, Muhammad
suddenly turned His face away from Jerusalem and faced the Kaibih. Whereupon, a
profound dismay seized suddenly the companions of the Prophet. Their faith was shaken
severely. So great was their alarm, that many of them, discontinuing their prayer,
apostatized their faith. Verily, God caused not this turmoil but to test and prove His
servants. Otherwise, He, the ideal King, could easily have left the Qiblih unchanged, and
could have caused Jerusalem to remain the Point of Adoration unto His Dispensation,
thereby withholding not from that holy city the distinction of acceptance which had been
conferred upon it.
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None of the many Prophets sent down, since Moses was made manifest, as Messengers of
the Word of God, such as David, Jesus, and others among the more exalted Manifestations
who have appeared during the intervening period between the Revelations of Moses and
Muhammad, ever altered the law of the Qiblih. These Messengers of the Lord of creation
have, one and all, directed their peoples to turn unto the same direction. In the eyes of God,
the ideal King, all the places of the earth are one and the same, excepting that place which,
in the days of His Manifestations, He doth appoint for a particular purpose. Even as He
hath revealed: ‘The East and West are God’s: therefore whichever way ye turn, there is the
face of God.” Notwithstanding the truth of these facts, why should the Qiblih have been
changed, thus casting such dismay amongst the people, causing the companions of the
Prophet to waver, and throwing so great a confusion into their midst? Yea, such things as
throw consternation into the hearts of all men come to pass only that each soul may be
tested by the touchstone of God, that the true may be known and distinguished from the
false. Thus hath He revealed after the breach amongst the people: ‘We did not appoint that
which Thou wouldst have to be the Qiblih, but that We might know him who followeth the
Apostle from him who turneth on his heels.” ‘Affrighted asses fleeing from a
lion.”(Emphasis mine)

Were you to ponder, but for a while, these utterances in your heart, you would surely find
the portals of understanding unlocked before your face, and would behold all knowledge
and the mysteries thereof unveiled before your eyes. Such things take place only that the
souls of men may develop and be delivered from the prison-cage of self and desire.
Otherwise, that ideal King hath, throughout eternity, been in His Essence independent of
the comprehension of all beings, and will continue, for ever, in His own Being to be exalted
above the adoration of every soul. A single breeze of His affluence doth suffice to adorn
all mankind with the robe of wealth; and one drop out of the ocean of His bountiful grace
is enough to confer upon all beings the glory of everlasting life. But inasmuch as the divine
Purpose hath decreed that the true should be known from the false, and the sun from the
shadow, He hath, therefore, in every season sent down upon mankind the showers of tests
from His realm of glory.!3

Moses

Were men to meditate upon the lives of the Prophets of old, so easily would they come to
know and understand the ways of these Prophets that they would cease to be veiled by such
deeds and words as are contrary to their own worldly desires, and thus consume every
intervening veil with the fire burning in the Bush of divine knowledge, and abide secure
upon the throne of peace and certitude. For instance, consider Moses, son of Imran, one of
the exalted Prophets and Author of a divinely-revealed Book. Whilst passing, one day,
through the market, in His early days, ere His ministry was proclaimed, He saw two men
engaged in fighting. One of them asked the help of Moses against his opponent.
Whereupon, Moses intervened and slew him. To this testifieth the record of the sacred
Book. Should the details be cited, they will lengthen and interrupt the course of the
argument. The report of this incident spread throughout the city, and Moses was full of
fear, as is witnessed by the text of the Book. And when the warning: ‘O Moses! Of a truth,
the chiefs take counsel to slay Thee’ reached His ears, He went forth from the city, and
sojourned in Midian in the service of Shoeb. While returning, Moses entered the holy vale,
situated in the wilderness of Sinai, and there beheld the vision of the King of glory from
the ‘Tree that belongeth neither to the East nor to the West. There He heard the soul-stirring
Voice of the Spirit speaking from out of the kindled Fire, bidding Him to shed upon
Pharaonic souls the light of divine guidance; so that, liberating them from the shadows of
the valley of self and desire, He might enable them to attain the meads of heavenly delight,
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and delivering them, through the Salsabil of renunciation, from the bewilderment of
remoteness, cause them to enter the peaceful city of the divine presence. When Moses
came unto Pharaoh and delivered unto him, as bidden by God, the divine Message, Pharaoh
spoke insultingly saying: ¢Art thou not he that committed murder, and became an infidel?’
Thus recounted the Lord of majesty as having been said by Pharaoh unto Moses: ‘What a
deed is that which Thou hast done! Thou art one of the ungrateful. He said: "I did it indeed,
and | was one of those who erred. And | fled from you when | feared you, but My Lord
hath given Me wisdom, and hath made Me one of His Apostles.

And now ponder in thy heart the commotion which God stirreth up. Reflect upon the
strange and manifold trials with which He doth test His servants. Consider how He hath
suddenly chosen from among His servants, and entrusted with the exalted mission of divine
guidance Him Who was known as guilty of homicide, Who, Himself, had acknowledged
His cruelty, and Who for well-nigh thirty years had, in the eyes of the world, been reared
in the home of Pharaoh and been nourished at his table. Was not God, the omnipotent King,
able to withhold the hand of Moses from murder, so that manslaughter should not be
attributed unto Him, causing bewilderment and aversion among the people?4

Mary

Likewise, reflect upon the state and condition of Mary. So deep was the perplexity of that
most beauteous countenance, so grievous her case, that she bitterly regretted she had ever
been born. To this beareth witness the text of the sacred verse wherein it is mentioned that
after Mary had given birth to Jesus, she bemoaned her plight and cried out: ‘O would that
| had died ere this, and been a thing forgotten, forgotten quite!” I swear by God! Such
lamenting consumeth the heart and shaketh the being. Such consternation of soul, such
despondency, could have been caused by no other than the censure of the enemy and the
cavilings of the infidel and perverse. Reflect, what answer could Mary have given to the
people around her? How could she claim that a Babe Whose father was unknown had been
conceived of the Holy Ghost? Therefore did Mary that veiled and immortal Countenance,
take up her Child and return unto her home. No sooner had the eyes of the people fallen
upon her than they raised their voice saying: O sister of Aaron! Thy father was not a man
of wickedness, nor unchaste thy mother.” And now, meditate upon this most great
convulsion, this grievous test. Notwithstanding all these things, God conferred upon that
essence of the Spirit, Who was known amongst the people as fatherless, the glory of
Prophethood, and made Him His testimony unto all that are in heaven and on earth.

Behold how contrary are the ways of the Manifestations of God, as ordained by the King
of creation, to the ways and desires of men! As thou comest to comprehend the essence of
these divine mysteries, thou wilt grasp the purpose of God, the divine Charmer, the Best-
Beloved. Thou wilt regard the words and the deeds of that almighty Sovereign as one and
the same; in such wise that whatsoever thou dost behold in His deeds, the same wilt thou
find in His sayings, and whatsoever thou dost read in His sayings, that wilt thou recognize
in His deeds. Thus it is that outwardly such deeds and words are the fire of vengeance unto
the wicked, and inwardly the waters of mercy unto the righteous. Were the eye of the heart
to open, it would surely perceive that the words revealed from the heaven of the will of
God are at one with, and the same as, the deeds that have emanated from the Kingdom of
divine power.t®

The statement made by Mason Remey regarding infallibility—<“We may consider the
Manifestation of God — Baha’u’llah — to be Infallible; the Master, Abdu’l-Baha, is infallible at
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times and at times may not be clear in his statements and may make mistakes; while the Guardians
of the Faith are under the protection of God they are not infallible” —must be also considered
another provocation or test to the believers to encourage them to reveal their true nature. Are they
to be regarded by the Second Guardian as a true believer in the Cause of Baha’u’llah? Mason
Remey was fully aware of the contents of Some Answered Questions. At the end of section three,
‘Abdu’l-Baha interprets verse 47 of the Kitab-i-Aghdas, where Baha’u’llah reveals that

He Who is the Dawning-place of God’s Cause hath no partner in the Most Great
Infallibility. He it is Who, in the kingdom of creation, is the Manifestation of “He doeth
whatsoever He willeth.” God hath reserved this distinction unto His own Self and ordained
for none a share in so sublime and transcendent a station. This is the Decree of God,
concealed ere now within the veil of impenetrable mystery. We have disclosed it in this
Revelation and have thereby rent asunder the veils of such as have failed to recognize that
which the Book of God set forth and who were numbered with the heedless.

Below is the complete interpretation of the above-referenced verse made by ‘Abdu’l-Baha:

Know that infallibility is of two kinds: infallibility in essence and infallibility as an
attribute. The same holds true of all other names and attributes: For example, there is the
knowledge of the essence of a thing and the knowledge of its attributes. Infallibility in
essence is confined to the universal Manifestations of God; for infallibility is an essential
requirement of Their reality, and the essential requirement of a thing is inseparable from
the thing itself. The rays are an essential requirement of the sun and are inseparable from
it; knowledge is an essential requirement of God and is inseparable from Him; power is an
essential requirement of God and is likewise inseparable from Him. If it were possible to
separate these from Him, He would not be God. If the rays could be separated from the
sun, it would not be the sun. Therefore, were one to imagine the Most Great Infallibility
being separated from the universal Manifestation of God, He would not be a universal
Manifestation and would lack essential perfection.

But infallibility as an attribute is not an essential requirement; rather, it is a ray of the gift
of infallibility which shines from the Sun of Truth upon certain hearts and grants them a
share and portion thereof. Although these souls are not essentially infallible, yet they are
under the care, protection, and unerring guidance of God—which is to say, God guards
them from error. Thus there have been many sanctified souls who were not themselves the
Daysprings of the Most Great Infallibility, but who have nevertheless been guarded and
preserved from error under the shadow of divine care and protection. For they were the
channels of divine grace between God and man, and if God did not preserve them from
error they would have led all the faithful to fall likewise into error, which would have
wholly undermined the foundations of the religion of God and which would be unbefitting
and unworthy of His exalted Reality.

To summarize, infallibility in essence is confined to the universal Manifestations of God,
and infallibility as an attribute is conferred upon sanctified souls. For instance, the
Universal House of Justice, if it be established under the necessary conditions—that is, if
it be elected by the entire community—that House of Justice will be under the protection
and unerring guidance of God. Should that House of Justice decide, either unanimously or
by a majority, upon a matter that is not explicitly recorded in the Book, that decision and
command will be guarded from error. Now, the members of the House of Justice are not
essentially infallible as individuals, but the body of the House of Justice is under the
protection and unerring guidance of God: This is called conferred infallibility. [Due to the
presence of the guardian of the Cause of God as its permanent head of that august body.]
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Briefly, Baha’u’llah says that “He Who is the Dawning-place of God’s Cause” is the
manifestation of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth”, that this station is reserved to that
sanctified Being, and that others receive no share of this essential perfection. That is, since
the essential infallibility of the universal Manifestations of God has been established,
whatsoever proceeds from Them is identical with the truth and conformable to reality.
They are not under the shadow of the former religion. Whatsoever They say is the utterance
of God, and whatsoever They do is a righteous deed, and to no believer is given the right
to object; rather must he show forth absolute submission in this regard, for the
Manifestation of God acts with consummate wisdom, and human minds may be incapable
of grasping the hidden wisdom of certain matters. Therefore, whatsoever the universal
Manifestation of God says and does is the very essence of wisdom and conformable to
reality.

Now, if certain souls fail to grasp the mysteries concealed within a given commandment
or action of the True One, they should raise no objection, for the universal Manifestation
of God “doeth whatsoever He willeth”. How often has it happened that a wise,
accomplished, and sagacious person took a course of action, and those who were incapable
of grasping its wisdom objected and questioned why he said or did thus. This objection is
prompted by ignorance, and the wisdom of that wise man is free and sanctified from error.

In like manner, a skilled physician “doeth whatsoever he willeth” in treating the patient,
and the latter has no right to object. Whatsoever the physician may say or do, the same is
sound and true, and he must be regarded by all as the embodiment of “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth, and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” The physician will doubtless prescribe
remedies that are at variance with popular notions, but is it permissible for those who have
no knowledge of science and medicine to object? No, by God! On the contrary, they must
all acquiesce and follow whatsoever the skilled physician prescribes. Thus, the skilled
physician “doeth whatsoever he willeth”, and the patients have no share in this station.
First, the skill of the physician must be ascertained, and once this has been done, he “doeth
whatsoever he willeth”.

Likewise, a general who is unrivalled in the art of war “doeth whatsoever he willeth” in all
that he says or commands, and the same holds true of the ship’s captain who masters the
art of seafaring, and of the True Educator Who possesses all human perfections: They do
whatsoever they will in all that they say and command.

In sum, the meaning of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” is that if the Manifestation of
God issues a command, enforces a law, or performs an action whose wisdom His followers
cannot grasp, they should not think for a moment of questioning His words or actions. All
souls are under the shadow of the universal Manifestation, must submit to the authority of
the religion of God, and are not to deviate so much as a hairsbreadth. Rather, they must
conform their every act and deed to the religion of God, and should they deviate from it
they will be reproved and held accountable before God. It is certain that they have no share
of the station “He doeth whatsoever He willeth”, for it is confined to the universal
Manifestation of God.

Thus Christ—may my soul be a sacrifice for His sake!—was the embodiment of the words
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth”, but His disciples had no share of this station, for they
abided under His shadow and were not granted leave to deviate from His will and
command.'®
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Other statements such as “Muhammad as a minor prophet” must be viewed and treated in the same
fashion | have stated in foregone pages.

It is not unrelated to draw your attention to a western movie made in 1971, Hang ’Em High. Clint
Eastwood played Marshal Cooper, who survived hanging by a number of vigilantes in the Wild
West. The screenwriter pictured the story in the second half of the nineteenth century. The
supporting actor was Pat Hingle who played Judge Fenton. There is a constant argument between
Marshal Cooper and Judge Fenton throughout the movie. The Judge’s argument is based on the
establishment of law and order in the region under the control of an authorized judge, himself, with
harsh treatment of the criminals. On the other hand, the vigilantes, and to some extent the marshal,
want to act above the law. The judge aimed to establish his authority and set up a firm and
permanent base for building law and order in his jurisdiction. The judge succeeded to protect the
law, control the process, and establish his authority under the Law.

In short, Mason Remey protected the Cause of God during his ministry as the Second Guardian of
the Faith and established his authority as commander in chief of the company of believers in the
Cause of God as revealed to mankind by Baha’u’llah, the Manifestation of God for this age. Mason
Remey acted as the Capitan of the Ark of the Cause of God on the gloomy, stormy night ocean of
the Covenant. “O My Friends,” Baha’u’llah reveals in the Hidden Words, “Quench ye the lamp of
error, and kindle within your hearts the everlasting torch of divine guidance. For ere long the
assayers of mankind shall, in the holy presence of the Adored, accept naught but purest virtue and
deeds of stainless holiness.”*’

With the Loving Baha’i Greetings

E. S. Yazdani

Fifth Guardian of the Baha’i Faith,
Sydney—Australia

October 8, 2021
esyazdani@yazdani.com.au
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REGISTERED SOCIETY NO. 141 NOVEMBER 18, 1958
(U.P. INDIA) RAFFANIAN
L.S.A. (LUCKNOW) HAIFA, ISRAEL

Whereas by a resolution passed in the presence of seven members of the Assembly on
November 9th, 1957, it was resolved that “the activities of this L.S.A. be suspended till the
appointment of the next Guardian of the Faith” and the same was intimated to the N.S.A., New
Delhi, and whereas it comes under the purview of the Supreme Council, so therefore it behoves
this assembly to place the following arguments without prejudice, before the aforementioned
Supreme Council through Raffanian, Haifa (Israel):

1. Man’s nature is two-fold; he is spirit and body and therefore, at once, a citizen of this
world and of the Heavenly City.

2. The State of Guardianship is the super most thing upon Earth, for the Guardians are not
only God’s lieutenants upon earth, and sit upon God’s throne, but even by God Himself they are
called Gods. That which concerns the mystery of the Guardians power is not lawful to be disputed,
for, that is to wade into the weakness of Gods, and to take away the mystical reverence that belongs
unto the temporal presence of them that sit in the Throne of God.

3. The Guardian ought to have no equal in his realm because this would nullify the rule that
an equal cannot have authority over his equals. Still less ought he to have a superior or anyone
more powerful than he, for he would then be below his own deputies, and it is impossible that
inferiors should be equal to the Supreme.

4. The Supremacy of the Guardian in spiritual matters is absolute under God. Substantially
He is the “AKDAS” in the sense that he can neither be removed nor held responsible and has
ultimate authority over the rest of the hierarchy, which his deputies have not. The Guardian has full
power to create Hands of the Cause and can do so without any of the customary forms of election.

5. The unique power possessed by the Guardian alone, is therefore a “Divine Right”. It
confers a peculiar superiority, a power of revision and supervision over all other forms of authority
whether ecclesiastical or secular. In substance the Guardian alone is the head of the entire legal
system, not, indeed, as a universal executive but as a court of final authority which functions not
in absentia but by presence. It is evident that it is impossible to invest the community or even the
Hands of the Cause, with the supreme authority which is the Divine prerogative of the Guardian.

6. The present system is but conciliary and the conciliarists have set against it the ideal of a
harmony of powers cooperating by free and mutual consent. Such an argument is fought with the
implication that God changed the mode of imposing His divine Right according to the wishes of
the few. Such a democratic conception is vitally opposed to the Spirit of the Faith. The conciliarist
theory stands curiously balanced between past and present. Wherever authority stands upon the
exploitation of a sacred name, intimidation has to be adopted as a policy on considerations.

L.S.A. Lucknow in animated suspense till the consecration of the Guardian on His vacant throne.

51 Sundarbagh,

Lucknow U.P. (India)

Copied from the original letter by C.M.R.

“Gupta” was the name of the writer of Lucknow, India
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C. M. Remey in his Daily Observation, Vol Ill, entry February 12, 1959 writes:

This afternoon there was a meeting of the seven of us Custodian Hands of those now here
in The Holy Land at which there was a discussion of many things — details of the comings
and goings of pilgrims all of routine work and a letter from the local assembly of Lucknow,
India was laid upon the table without remark, someone saying that it was a local problem
— a matter that should be referred not to the Hands but to the National Assembly of India.

Seeing the letter as it lay there on the table, I glanced at it and was astonished indeed at its
contents. It was a record of the action of that local assembly in which seven of the nine
members had united to dissolve that local body until such time as the Guardianship be
renewed and functioning again — this letter (this copy of which was addressed to the Hands
in The Holy Land dated 18 November 1958) was being sent to the Indian National
Assembly in New Delhi. This was indeed a most remarkable statement (in six short
paragraphs and all on one sheet of paper) of the reasons why these friends cannot accept
the present condition of the cause without a Guardian so the only thing that they could do
was to dissolve their assembly until they could again function as a local assembly of the
Administration as given in the Will and established by the First Guardian of the Faith
Shoghi Effendi

Therein | found an epitome of the main and vital points that | have urged the Hands to
consider and about which they as an overwhelming majority will so far do nothing. These
men of Lucknow who wrote that letter are indeed clear thinkers as are those of the German
National Assembly. It is a masterpiece of statement, most extreme in its expression (it
could not be more extreme) but with a foundation as firm as the foundation of the Will and
Testament of the Master Abdu’l-Baha. If possible, | want to get for myself a photostat of
this document, coming from the common believers of the Faith (as classed apart from the
Hands — commoners and peers). It gave me more hope than any of the other objections so
far received by the Custodian Hands — objections to the action of the Hands in their tacit
scrapping of the Guardianship that is of a divine nature and of their putting up in its place
the present human organization in its place!

In our meeting today no thought or consideration was given to this missive. Nevertheless,
it all brought me hope for | can see that this is but the first sign of a rebellion in the Faith
against the Hands of the Faith. Others have objected and questioned and thus said no more
— but these people of Lucknow are now starting a rebellion that ere long as it assumes
greater proportions will compel the Hands to reconsider their present stand and get the
cause upon the right track which is the Guardianship.

After this meeting of consultation, four of us Hands went up to the Oriental Pilgrim House
where we met with a larger group than usual of pilgrims from Persia. Here | am obliged
to sit in silence while each of these other Hands expatiated upon the present policy
established by the Hands of the Faith and pouring out into the ears of these visitors their
thoughts that are ever leading astray these poor believers, the commoners of the Faith.

I am not able to open my mouth against this flagrant denial of the Guardianship — thus 1
am having built up within me a higher tension every day that may lead me into creating an
explosion at almost any time. | will try to see, however, that it comes in a closed meeting
of the Hands and not when any other believers are present.

74



Lils 5l e

Lo alS i Slga IS 48 650 1 e Lo pla g )y ools 5 4y Al
Lo plde o A il o 5/ atlod b 7y puSe by o Lo
Lo ol gd alle o3y ya o sl o Glie 4o 2001 j il 4S 5 3 pai S0
Lo o) 3 i sisr g pos 0 5ln 4y IS G g L 5 Aadi S 20 s
Lo aly Jlils 00 4 e g j s lba] Gl 4 481 b s/
Lo pli j s i 2y 48 o 1] 953 S 4 J2ae 40 0L j La i 58
Lo ala j (e 4y 2ilod s 5 ) ) Gl (g3 Lo Al 2L addis 4y ks
Lo pla ol j s Pl Sl Caal 53l gy skl (5148 pucm 48 ann 47
Lo ol 2uad 2iS e g £ 4S 3L i e S il oay  Ladla
Lo o/ o (onls Crani (§ 4 Aiiiud Sl (S 5 S s sl 0

75



AN OPEN LETTER FROM

VIRINDA NORTON

When |, E. S. Yazdani, was in Denver, Colorado, USA, in September 2018, | received a copy of
an open letter from Mrs. Jean Miller. Jean Miller is daughter of late Mrs. Virinda Norton of 1232
Macon Street, Aurora, Colorado, USA. Mrs. Norton is the author of the letter. It appears the letter
was sent out after the ascension of Shoghi Effendi and highly likely after the 1960 Proclamation of
C. M. Remey claiming his rightful station of Second Guardian of the Baha’i Faith.

In the letter, Mrs. Norton quotes a section of a letter Rahiyyih Khanum wrote to Marian Holly on
November 20, 1941, 16 years prior to the ascension of Shoghi Effendi. Ruhiyyih Khanum wrote
the following:

“I wish the believers knew more about the Guardian. And I wish they were not so terribly
personality-conscious that they compare the attitude a Bahd i should have towards him
with hero worship. He is organic, he is law. They should tune in with him as a station from
which divine guidance reaches them, not just as Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Faith.
Every now and then it come over me in a wave of realization that | do not offer all know
anything about the Guardianship. A simile comes to my mind, poor as all simile are, that
when we tune in to, we call a number. He plugs in the switch then we are connected with
the power of God Himself, not the Guardian. It is so profound, so organic. Some of Bahd ’is
know these things, but I wonder if all the believers do — or if he is just the Guardian, the
Head of the [Universal] House of Justice? And I believe that in the war torn, increasingly
confused days to come the protection of the Bahd is lies in their deeper realization of such
things as this.”

Would you say this sounded like the Ruhiyyih Khanum of today? Is not the Guardianship of the
Baha’i Faith just as vital today as it was in November 1941, when Ruhiyyih Khanum wrote this
letter to Marian Holly?

Next to the Guardian, the Hands of the Cause have held the highest offices in the Baha’i Faith. The
history of the past religions shows that those ecclesiastical leaders holding the highest offices in
those religions were the ones who interpolated, divided, and adulterated the Words of the
Manifestation of God, and the majority of the people upheld them in this, so therefore they also
will be held accountable before God.

When a Manifestation of God announces Himself, only a few at first accept Him. The Baha’i
Writings state that the Guardian (not the Hands) is the sign of God on earth, and that he is guided
by the Bab and Baha’u’llah, and the guidance is to be unerring, so states ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Will it
always be the few who will accept him, and will it always be the majority who will reject him?

Is it because the people are asleep that they do not see the changes already made, or is it because
they prefer a religion on human plane (Hand-made) [refers to the Hands of the Faith] conforming
to human standards, worldly ideals, just as did our ancestors in the past. We know the plans of our
forefathers did not succeed in the establishment of GOD’S kingdom in earth. They failed miserably.
The Kingdom can be built only on according to God’s plan, but still the egotists, and this constitutes
the majority, are trying to cast God’s plan aside in favor of one of their own, so God, according to
the prophesy will eliminate them, and with the few who are left He will build His Kingdom on
earth as it is in Heaven, and from His own Blue-print. [Kitab-i-Ahd and The Will and Testament of
‘Abdu’l-Bah4]

Faithfully in EI Abhg,

Virinda Norton,

1232 Macon St, Aurora, Colo.
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Twenty-Five Years of the Guardianship

By the then Hand of the Cause of God Ruhiyyih Khanum
November 1946

TWENTY-FIVE years ago the Bah&'i world was shaken by a great earthquake, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, the
Center of the Covenant, the greatest Mystery of God, had suddenly passed away, with no
premonitory illness to prepare His friends and followers for this tragic shock. Stunned, the Baha'is
of East and West tried to rally their faculties. We knew great tasks lay ahead of us; we believed in
this new Faith and in its Manifestation and in the World Order that He had come to establish, but
we felt terribly alone and the responsibility for the future lay heavily upon our already grief-filled
hearts. Where was the shepherd? The familiar voice, that had spoken with an authority vested in it
by the Prophet of God Himself, was stilled. We had the teachings; like a wonderful laboratory,
equipped for every purpose, they were there--our priceless treasure. But where was the alchemist
who transmuted base metals into gold? Where was the listener who answered our gquestions and
guided us in the use of all that great laboratory possessed?

Then came the reading of the Master's Will, and with an infinite sense of relief we realized that,
though the seas of tribulation and separation had risen about us, ‘Abdu’l-Baha had not left us alone.
He had given us the mighty Ark of His own Covenant which we could enter into in peace secure.
With what grateful hearts we turned to the youthful figure that had suddenly been revealed to us in
that Will as, our priceless legacy, described by ‘Abdu’l-Baha as the fruit of the Twin Lote Trees,
the pearl of the Twin Surging Seas, this new creation, vested with a unique function, the hereditary
office of Interpreter and Protector of the Faith and life head of the International House of Justice.
In many ways the Will of the Master completes and supplements the Agdas; in it ‘Abdu’l-Baha
lays down in considerable detail the manner of election and function of the International House of
Justice, its powers and jurisdiction; He also fills in a remarkable gap in that mighty book of laws
and one which any intelligent commentator on that document must be immediately struck by.
Baha'u'llah established in His Most Holy Book a very unique voluntary form of tax, a source of
revenue, the great importance of which He adequately defines by giving it the exalted title of "The
Right of God" (Huququ'llah) but He never states to whom this revenue is payable, and in view of
the fact that the revenues of the International House of Justice are clearly stipulated and this
Huququ'llah is not included among them, the question naturally occurs--what person or institution
is to receive it? ‘Abdu’l-Baha's Will elucidates this riddle and fills in the conspicuous blank left by
Baha'u'llah.

It is also interesting to realize that the provisions of the Will and Testament were not only
contemplated by ‘Abdu’l-Bah& long prior to His ascension, but also carried out. The Will is
comprised of three separate documents, written at different times and all sealed and signed by the
Master. In perhaps the most dangerous and difficult years of His ministry in 'Akka, when Shoghi
Effendi was only a young boy, he was already appointed as the Successor of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the
first Will. This decision was later reaffirmed in the third Will, or part of the Will, whichever we
choose to call it, and in even stronger terms if possible than before. It was also during practically
the Babyhood of our first Guardian that the Master revealed that highly significant Tablet about a
child having been born who would do great things in the future. When asked by His secretary, Dr.
Yunis Khan, whether by this was meant a living child or if it was a symbolical expression, the
Master explained a real child was meant and that it would raise the Cause of God to great heights.
So we see, that when “Abdu’l-Baha left us a quarter of a century ago we were not unprovided for.
His plans for the Guardianship--the fruition of Bah&'u'llah's own scheme--had been made at a very
early date, but from the depths of His bitter experience over a period of sixty years, He kept His
precious secret carefully guarded, even from His intended successor, and it was not until after His
ascension that we began to appreciate the perfection of the system God has, in this most great cycle,

77



given to mankind; a system which has the hand of God constantly laid on it from above in the form
of a divinely-guarded Guardianship directly descended from and related to the two Founders of the
Faith and, at the same time, exalts the role of Man to a new height in that the freely-elected members
of the International House of Justice are, when functioning as a body, promised the inspiration and
protection of God upon their deliberations and decisions.

Let us go back for a moment and recall what we were and what Shoghi Effendi was when he first
assumed his function as Guardian. Those who remember the passing of the Master
and the terrible blow it was to them, the intense unbearable grief it caused them, can best grasp
what his feelings were. At that time he was twenty-four years of age, studying at Oxford University
in England in order to better prepare himself to serve ‘Abdu’l-Baha as an interpreter, and to
translate some of the Bah&'i literature into English, when news of the ascension reached him.
Broken-hearted, so weak from suffering he had to be practically lifted from the train, he returned
to Haifa. Then the second blow, as unexpected and in many ways more cruel than the first, fell
upon him. The Will and Testament of His Grandfather was read to him and for the first time in his
life he became apprised of the Master's great and well-guarded secret: that he, Shoghi Effendi, the
beloved, eldest grandson, was His successor and First Guardian of the Cause of God. Saddled with
this great weight, crushed by this great blow, he turned his eyes to the Baha'i world. He beheld a
widely diversified, loosely organized community, scattered in various parts of the globe, and with
members in about twenty countries. These people, loyal, devoted and sincere though they were,
were still, to a great extent living in their parent religion's house, so to speak; there were Christian
Baha'is, Jewish Bahd'is, Muhammadan Bah&'is and so on. They believed in the Bah&'i Faith but
were intimately connected with their former churches. Like fruit on a tree, they were a new crop
but still stuck to the old branch. This was true East and West alike. That was the point to which the
Faith had evolved at the time of the Master's ascension.

We, on our part, beheld a young man of only twenty-four standing at the helm of the Cause and
some of the friends felt impelled to advise him about what it would be wise for him to do next. It
was then that we began to know not only the nature of our first Guardian but the nature of the entire
Institution of Guardianship, for we quickly discovered that Shoghi Effendi was "unreachable."
Neither relatives, old Baha'is or new Bahd'is, well-wishers or ill-wishers could sway his judgment
or influence his decisions. We quickly came to realize that he was not only divinely guided but had
been endowed by God with just those characteristics needed to build up the Administrative Order,
unite the believers in common endeavor, and coordinate their world-wide activities. Shoghi Effendi
immediately began to display a genius for organization, for the analysis of problems, for reducing
a situation to its component parts and then giving a just and wise solution. He acted vigorously,
with unflinching determination, and unbounded zeal. Those who were privileged to meet him were
immediately captivated by his eager, frank and cordial attitude, by his consideration, his innate
modesty, his spontaneous kindness and charm. The wheels of the Cause which had momentarily
stood still at the Master's passing, began to revolve again and at a higher tempo than ever before.
Our Father, so patient, so constantly forgiving, whom we had tired and perhaps worried far more
than we dreamed of, was gone, and in His stead stood our "true brother," young, determined to see
we at last got down to accomplishing the tasks set us by Baha'u'llah and the Master, and not willing
to lose any time at all.

With the reading of the Will and the establishment of the Guardianship, came quite naturally and
organically a new phase in the development of the Faith. This was typified by one of the first acts
of the Guardian: Shoghi Effendi never set foot in the Mosque, whereas ‘Abdu’l-Baha had attended
it until the last Friday of His life. What local people had suspected--that the Baha'i Cause was really
something quite different--became blatantly clear; that which it would have been almost impossible
for the Master to do, namely, to sever the intimate bonds which had bound him for so long to the
Arab community, particularly the Muhammadan community, of Palestine during many years when
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it was forbidden to even mention the name Bahd'i, the Guardian now did overnight and began to
encourage the Bahd'is to likewise do in different parts of the world.

There were two major tasks that the Guardian set himself to accomplish immediately after the
Master's passing: one was to steer the believers all over the world into working through properly
organized administrative channels, as indicated by Baha'u'llah and defined by 'Abdu'l-Baha, and
the other was to see that year by year they became more emancipated from the bonds of the past,
whether those bonds were close identification with their former religious doctrines and
organizations, or the following of the outworn and corrupt patterns of conduct current in the society
of their various nations and alien to the new standards of conduct laid down by the Manifestation
of God for the world in this new age.

Between 1923 and 1934, the Guardian, aided by the devoted response of the various Bah&'i
communities, succeeded in establishing six new National Spiritual Assemblies with all their
attendant funds, committees and institutions. Whereas, in the lifetime of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, only Persia
and America had possessed such bodies and these had, for the most part, functioned more as central
Committees, coordinating somewhat the national affairs of the Cause and, in the United States,
convening the annual Convention and taking preliminary steps for the erection of the Mashriqu'l-
Adhkar, these new National Assemblies, one for the British Isles, one for Germany and 'lraq
respectively, one for Egypt and the Sudan, and one for Australia and New Zealand, now emerged
on a sound footing and began, under the constant and direct tutelage of the Guardian, to vigorously
administer the affairs of their ever-growing communities.

What the Guardian possesses to an outstanding degree (and no doubt is divinely endowed with) is
the vision of the Cause. That which might seem essential to us he would see as a purely secondary
issue and what might appear in our eyes as a trivial matter might to him be the pivot of far greater
decisions. He is the balance of the Cause; he weighs and classifies the problems, the requirements,
the tasks of the hour, and keeps the entire Faith in every part of the world functioning as efficiently
and as satisfactorily as our individual frailties and deficiencies will permit.

From the very beginning of his Ministry the Guardian began to correspond at length with the
American National Spiritual Assembly as regards the handling of the affairs of the Cause of God
in that country. These highly instructive letters were later published under the title of "Bahd'i
Administration” and formed the directive for all bodies administering the work of the Cause,
whether in the East or in the West. He, in conjunction with this process of training us in how to
function as a group and as individuals in a coordinated Baha'i Society, also educated us in a concept
of the Faith which was the logical conclusion to be drawn from not only statements made by the
Bab and Baha'u'llah, but from the Tablets of the Divine Plan revealed for the American Baha'is by
the Master; namely, that whereas Persia cradled this new world religion in the last Century, North
America was to cradle the Administrative Order which in turn would be the precursor of the new
World Commonwealth. Patiently, untiringly, year after year, Shoghi Effendi has labored on the
rearing of the Administrative Order, using the American Baha'i Community as the arch pattern to
be followed by all other Bah&'i Communities. While the American believers struggled to learn what
it really means to function as a member of an Order that has rules to be lived up to and not merely
read about; while they tried to really submit their wills and conduct to the guidance of bodies
conducting their affairs according to the will of the majority, the Guardian never for a moment lost
sight of the purpose of his endless insistence on our following the Administrative Principles of our
Faith; namely, to produce an instrument strong enough to enable us to fulfill one of the primary
obligations of every believer to teach the cause of God.

For sixteen years Shoghi Effendi never ceased to broaden our horizons and train us in Baha'i
Administration, whether local or National. After that, he suddenly opened a new door. He told us,
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so to speak, that we were now trained enough to use our laboriously erected Administrative System
for a great joint effort, an effort to carry into effect the first stages of the Divine Plan. Prior to 1937
he had already been trying our metal to some extent, and disciplining us as good soldiers, through
his repeated insistent appeals for the work of constructing our first Bah&'i Temple. This great
enterprise we had ourselves inaugurated, encouraged by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Who by His own hand, laid
its dedication stone in 1912. But in spite of our good intentions, we had by 1921, only succeeded
in producing something that resembled a subdued black oil tank, one story high, on the Temple
grounds, and which looked so unprepossessing that the town authorities protested against it.
Through the repeated appeals, the stimulation and encouragement of the Guardian and the sacrifice
of the Bahd'is, and after ten years during which we had been soundly berated for its appearance,
we at last completed its superstructure and succeeded in silencing our critics. When the first Seven-
Year Plan was given us in 1937 by the Guardian, in it was included, as one of our major tasks, the
completing of the exterior ornamentation of the building which comprised the main story and steps,
the rest having been laboriously carried out from 1931 to 1935.

In 1919, at the Annual Baha'i Convention in New York, the Tablets revealed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahé at a
time when He was in great danger during the First World War and which have come to be known
as the "Vehicles of the Divine Plan" and the "Spiritual Mandate," conferred by Him on the North
American Community of Believers, were unveiled. We American Bahd'is are all familiar with their
remarkable and stirring contents. We were all immensely proud to receive them. No one, however,
except Martha Root and a few other venturesome souls, felt moved to do anything drastic about
carrying out the instructions contained in them prior to 1936-37. It was then that Shoghi Effendi's
teaching, inspiration and advice began to pour into the minds and hearts of the American Baha'is
like an incoming tide. He called us to action. For eighteen years, we had basked happily and
complacently in the praises and promises ‘Abdu’l-Baha had showered upon us in those Tablets,
and in many other writings and statements. The Guardian, however, his fingers on our pulse, knew
that we were now able to arise for pioneer work, and through the instruments of the Administration
he had so carefully assisted us in evolving, carry forward the frontiers of our achievements. He
was, thank God, not mistaken in the confidence and trust he reposed in us. He called and America
responded. People from every walk of life, business men, stenographers, old ladies, young ladies,
people with families, people often frail in health but iron in spirit, began to arise, and what may in
future well be viewed as one of the greatest spiritual sagas of the American nation, began to take
place. They were called pioneers, and into new cities, into the virgin States of the United States
and the virgin Provinces of Canada—uvirgin as yet to Bah&'u'llah's light—these people began to
move, at the cost of great personal sacrifice and inconvenience, inspired by nothing but faith and
devotion and love for their fellow men, they started to lay the foundations for new Bah&'i
communities by establishing new Spiritual Assemblies as a result of their teaching activities.
Perhaps one of the most wonderful aspects of this first Seven-Year Plan was the way Bahd'is
responded to the Guardian's hope that centers would be established, 'Ere its termination, in every
single Latin American Republic." The Guardian, always walking on before a few steps and then
calling us over his shoulder to hurry up and follow, led us Seven Years down that mighty pioneer
trail which wound over North America, into Alaska, down to Panama, all over Central and South
America, across the Andes, and into the West Indies. And wherever his voice called, the Bah&'is
followed. The first Seven-Year Plan is a very wonderful thing to contemplate. It was the first joint
activity on a large scale, nationally organized and flowing into an international field, that the
followers of Baha'u'llah had ever undertaken anywhere in the world. Truly formidable obstacles
were overcome—obstacles of relatively small numbers of believers to draw upon; a community of
very restricted financial means to back such activities (more especially so as the expensive work
of completing the Temple ornamentation was steadily going on at the same time); a terrible,
unprecedented World War, suddenly engulfing humanity with all its dangers, obligations and
restrictions after only two and a half years of the Seven-Year Plan had run their course. But all
these barriers were hurdled or thrown down, for we had a prize dear to our hearts just in view, and

80



we were determined to win it. The prize was to succeed in accomplishing all that the Guardian
asked of us by May 23,1944, at which time we were to celebrate our first Baha'i Centennial.

At the Centenary Convention the Bahd'is met, radiant with such victories as these: having
completed the contracts for the exterior ornamentation of the Temple eighteen months ahead of
time; having established Spiritual Assemblies in every single state and province of North
America—-thus doubling the number in seven years and bringing it up to 136; having not only
brought into being a nucleus of the Faith in every Latin American Republic but of having
established already in most of them flourishing Spiritual Assemblies and of having the joy of seeing
many delegates from these Central and South American countries present
at the first great All-America Convention. Beneath the dome of their great Mother Temple of the
West, now complete except for its interior ornamentation, they tasted the sweetness
of the good pleasure of God, for priceless gifts were given them on that occasion by the Guardian:
a beautifully framed copy of the portrait of the Bab and a lock of His hair. So precious and well
guarded is this likeness of Him that even the House in Shiraz, one of the two centers of pilgrimage
established by Bah&'u'llah, does not possess a copy.

Nor should we forget for a moment, in counting our achievements and our blessings, the recent
inauguration of the second Seven-Year Plan which has already been enthusiastically
embarked upon by the American Bahd'is and which, in addition to increasing the number of
National Spiritual Assemblies by three—one to be formed in Canada in 1948, and one for Central
and one for South America in 1950—is aimed at carrying the Faith to the European Continent, as
part of an organized activity, for the first time. The vision of the future which Shoghi Effendi has
revealed to us in his recent communications, is simply stupendous. Beyond each goal stretches
another goal, tapering off into an era when we know the Faith will be emancipated and come into
its own in the eyes of the whole world. Not only do our teaching activities during the next seven
years carry us all over Northern, Western and Southern Europe, but we are given the challenging
task of completing at long last, the interior of our Temple, and of thus setting it before the eyes of
men as the first and greatest Baha'i House of Worship in the West.

While the American Bahd'is have been absorbed in the two-fold task of learning to understand the
purpose of the Baha'i administration, the way it functions and the uses to which it could be put, and
in embarking on the first stages of the Divine Plan, their co-workers in other parts of the world
were not idle. The progress achieved in the United States was outstanding, but not unique.
The work of the Cause went ahead at a rapid pace in other countries in which the Bahd'is labored,
but under far greater handicaps; in Persia, where the government is the traditional enemy of the
Faith; in Egypt, where the Sunni religious doctors have consistently opposed us, cast us out of their
ranks and incited
the populace against us; in 'lraq where the Baha'i Community was small and the native people
fanatical and reactionary; in Germany, where the Nazi regime consistently frowned
upon us from the hour of its rise to power until it finally officially banned the Faith in 1937,
confiscated its literature and archives and in a number of cases tried or persecuted its followers; in
England, where the believers were few and scattered in an intensely conservative land of strong
traditions; in India, where the relatively large Bahd'i community
struggled against the multiplicity of prejudices and creeds—in all these lands where National
Assemblies, firmly founded and buttressed by active committees and national funds, watched over
the interests of the believers and worked under the constant guidance of the Guardian, the affairs
of the Cause, far from declining, prospered as never before. This was also true of Australasia, which
in its freedom from traditional forms and its tolerance, most closely resembles conditions found in
North America.
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It is hard to know what achievements to cite, so many spring to mind as one casts one's eye over
the scene: the emancipation of the Cause from Islam in Egypt, formally and forcibly pronounced a
non-Muhammadan independent faith by the ecclesiastical authorities there, which in its turn greatly
strengthened the Bah&'i claim to official recognition as a new and independent world religion in
other lands, including the United States; the tremendous increase of Baha'i properties the world
over, including not only six National Headquarters but innumerable local headquarters, meeting
halls, guest houses and even burial grounds, stretching from Persia through India, Irag, the Holy
Land, Egypt, across the seas to North and South America, and back across the Pacific to Australia,
but also including the purchase, in the land of Bah&'u'llah's birth, of most of the sacred and historic
sites associated with the rise of the Faith there, as well as an extensive and beautiful property
destined to be the site of the future Baha&'i Temple in that country; the increase in the number of
Bah&'i summer schools, well organized and operating in Germany, India, Persia, England, Egypt,
Argentina, New Zealand, Australia and four states of North America—namely, Maine, Michigan,
Colorado and California; the rise of Baha'i young people the world over to positions of importance
in the Cause, as teachers, writers, administrators and pioneers, with well organized activities which
include the training of children and adolescents; the truly remarkable output of Baha'i literature
with titles published in the United States alone running well over fifty, with a Publishing Trust
established in England which gets out many volumes not only for use in the British Isles but also
for export to other Bah&'i communities; the prewar publishing activities of the German believers
who were very active in translating literature from the English, and also in issuing works written
by Bahda'i authors in their own language; the role which India—mother land of so many hundreds
of tongues and dialects—has played in this field and which has obliged her to already print editions
in about fourteen native languages; the issuance of Bah&'i literature in many other countries, such
as Switzerland, Argentina, Egypt, and so on; and the important fact that our Bah&'i text book
"Bahd'u'llah and The New Era" has now been printed in about forty-five languages; the legal
incorporation of over sixty-five national and local Bah&'i Assemblies in countries all over the
world; and, first and foremost, the most impressive and significant accomplishment of all, that
whereas in the days of ‘Abdu’l-Baha the Faith had only spread to about 20 countries, its message
has now been taken to over 70, and in the majority of these an administrative foundation of the
Cause has already been firmly laid.

No appraisal of the wonderful work achieved by the Baha'i the world over during this period would
be complete without mention of what the Guardian himself, singlehanded, has done at the world
center of the Faith in Palestine. Aside from his constant and very heavy correspondence, with not
only national and local Assemblies but with groups and individuals as well, aside from his cables
and directives addressed to the Baha'i in different parts of the world, aside from the books he writes
and the Bahd'i literature he translates so painstakingly and beautifully, he has aided the believers
financially in all of their major undertakings, in the East or the West. Whether it was to assist the
Bahd'i refugees from Russia, or those who had suffered local persecution in Persia, or to help build
the various national Administrative Headquarters or to finance the publication of many editions of
the Esslemont book in foreign languages, or to contribute generously to the Temple construction
work in America and to the support of pioneers active in the seven-year plans, or whether it was to
build the graves of notable servants of the Cause, his hand has usually been the first one
outstretched to give valuable aid. In Haifa and 'Akka, he has not only succeeded in having all the
Bahd'i Shrines, Pilgrim Houses and lands pertaining to them exempted from both government and
municipal taxes, but has also vastly increased the area of these endowments which now are valued
at more than two and a half million dollars, and include properties in the Jordan Valley. He has
added, year by year, to the beautiful gardens surrounding the tomb of the Bab on Mount Carmel,
and also succeeded in burying The Greatest Holy Leaf in one of the most exclusive residential areas
of Haifa, and later in transferring the remains of her mother and brother to the same spot—where
‘Abdu’l-Bahd's wife is now also entombed—and making of it a unique and exquisite garden
surrounding the four white marble temples that mark the resting places of these members of the

82



Master's family. These two gardens, on opposite sides of one of Haifa's main roads, and open to
the public, are now mentioned in all up-to-date Palestine guides as sights not to be missed by
visitors to the Holy Land. The purchase of Baha'u'llah's mansion at Bahji, the defeat of the constant
machinations of the Covenant-breakers, the establishment of two archives filled with material of
great sacred and historic importance, collected, verified and label led by him, the building up of
the great reservoir of Baha'i literature of well over 5,000 volumes in libraries in Haifa and 'Akka,
are but the highlights of his accomplishments at this world center of our Faith, to which flow
pilgrims and guests from every land.

When we consider such facts as these, we begin to appreciate the nature and magnitude of the work
which has been accomplished since ‘Abdu’l-Baha passed away, under the direct aegis of Shoghi
Effendi. To his inspiration and perseverance we owe it that our Faith—once so obscure, so
unknown except to a few students of modern Persia—has already boasted a Queen as ardent
convert, and moreover a Queen of the ability and fame possessed by Marie of Rumania; that the
appreciations, by non-Bahd'is of outstanding position and ability, of the founders of our Faith, their
teachings and the work accomplished by their followers, has already run into a small volume; that
the Faith has exhibited its persistent vitality during these twenty-five years by producing Saints,
Martyrs, great administrators and even Hands of the Cause; that it has become sufficiently strong
and well known in the Western world for the government of a great nation like prewar Germany,
to ban it and persecute its followers for their beliefs; that the case the Bah&'is had against the Shi'ih
clergy of Baghdad for the possession of The Most Great House, went before the permanent
Mandates Commission of the League of Nations, and was not only decided in favor of the Bahd'is
but was the subject of much discussion and unfulfilled assurances on the part of King Faisal of 'lIraq
and his Ministers.

All these things, and many other points far too numerous to be mentioned here, indicate that the
Cause, far from sustaining a paralyzing blow through the death of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, went ahead in
channels prepared for its development by Him in His Will, and prospered and grew as it never had
before. How immature and naive was our conception of the World Order at the time of the Master's
passing! With what paternal complacency some of the old and devoted Bah&'is informed the
Guardian that his next and wisest step would be to establish the International House of Justice! On
what? He knew so well the long and thorough measures that must first be taken: Here was this great
edifice, this world order, reared in the laws of Baha'u'llah, and its dome, the apogee, the crown, the
uniting element, was the International House of Justice. Could it be hung on air? First must come
the foundation, and that must be composed of not only the smallest units, the local Assemblies, but
these units themselves must be made of educated material; the little cells, the individual Bah&'is
had first to understand their task and build themselves into a strong cohesive mass, capable of
forming, as local Assemblies, the broad national foundation upon which the mighty pillars in turn
could be reared, becoming the bones of the structure holding up the dome.

A stranger might be tempted to ask: granted these organized activities of the Bah&'is had expanded
and multiplied, covered new territory, and entered new fields, what had happened to the Cause's
inner life? Had outward progress and accomplishment weakened the internal spiritual solidarity of
the followers of Baha&'u'llah? We can, after a quarter of a century's experience, answer that question
with a sincere and hearty No! The institution of Guardianship—tied into the fabric of the Faith by
‘Abdu’l-Baha through His Will in a knot no amount of perseverance and ingenuity can undo—has,
as it was destined to do, effectively prevented any division or schism in the Baha'i ranks. We can
now state this, not only with assurance born of faith, but with experience, for it has been tried and
failed. Envy, jealousy, hatred, ambition—all the demoniacal forces which the ego of man can give
rise to and which have so unrelentingly been ranged throughout history, against every reformer,
every Prophet, and enlightened leader—have raised, in the hearts of more than one person, their
ugly heads. Both Shoghi Effendi, as Guardian, and the Faith as such, have been violently attacked.
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As was to be expected, the very first charge came from the Covenant-breakers: Muhammad "Ali,
who had tried in vain to discredit ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, disaffect the believers, corrupt certain writings of
Bah&'u'llah, and even had on more than one occasion sought to have the Master's life taken, revived
his faded hopes when he beheld such a (as he thought) defenseless youth placed at the helm. His
attack was disturbing, if somewhat ludicrous, for he chose to have one of his henchmen seize the
sacred shrine of his Father, Bah&'u'llah, and rob the Bah&'i Keeper of the keys. Distressing though
the incident was, the case of the successor of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was so clear in the eyes of the British
authorities, that in a short time he was obliged to return the keys to Shoghi Effendi's representative.
This was the first, so to speak, crossing of swords with our appointed Guardian, and both the Baha'is
and local observers, friend and foe alike, learned through it that we had an active and skilled
Defender of the Faith!

In Egypt, a proud Armenian, blinded by vanity and ambition, waved his own little flag of rebellion
and succeeded in drawing away from the Bah&'i community (at that time in the early stages of its
own development) a number of his compatriots and other misguided souls. But the hand that waved
the flag soon got tired as it became aware of the futility of trying to coax people out of such a
watertight ark as ‘Abdu’l-Baha's Covenant has proven itself to be. Gradually, over the years, those
who after such a disillusioning and spiritually unhealthy experience, still possessed any vital spark
of faith, returned to knock on the door they had left and were, whenever the sincerity of their
intentions was proven, welcomed back into the now actively working and expanding Egyptian
Baha'i community.

An American woman, Mrs. Ruth White, suffering from a truly remarkable form of delusion—
namely, that the Will and Testament of the Master is a forgery—expended a great deal of time,
money and energy on expounding her views. The document in question, its handwriting, text and
style, seals and history is so obviously protected from this accusation that her violent agitation had
no effect on the body of the Bah&'is, with the exception of a few simple souls in Germany. Most of
these (who remained devoted to the Faith but confused on this point) have now expressed their
deep remorse over these deluded and wasted years they spent outside the Baha'i community, and
have reentered it in Germany and are among its most active workers.

In Persia, Avarih, at one time a very active Bahd'i teacher, developed what must seem to any sane
person, a sort of spiritual hydrophobia. He not only attacked the Guardian exhaustively and
fantastically in about ten volumes, but turned against both Baha'u'llah and the Master as well. His
statements, unbalanced, compounded of such a high percentage of lies that even an intelligent and
sincere enemy of the Faith would recognize them as such, have poured forth in the cheap press of
Persia for practically decades. But the results have been very disheartening from his standpoint, for
he neither gathered unto himself a following, nor has he been able to disrupt the affairs of the large,
devoted and loyal community of believers in Baha'u'llah's native land. Ahmad Sohrab, a former
secretary of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, largely thanks to the generous support given him by a deluded woman,
has been able to expend all his gifts of perversion on his favorite theme—a prolonged and windy
attack on the Administrative Order of the Faith as it exists at present, with Shoghi Effendi as its
head, and soundly organized Assemblies cooperating with him throughout the world in spreading
Baha'u'llah's message and building up His divinely ordained institutions. He holds the honor of
being undoubtedly the most mischievous of the trouble makers the Cause has raised up during this
quarter of a century. Yes, the Cause of God has raised him up! For what beauty does not produce
envy, and what purity does not produce slander, and what goodness does not challenge the evil
hidden in an envious heart? This man, who received as charity—as we all do—some drops of God's
overflowing bounty, could have done much to assist the Bah&'is in carrying out the wishes of
‘Abdu’l-Bah4, and the plans of Bah4'u'llah. But ambition proved too strong. In our Faith we must
submit to having our personal desires and plans integrated into the plans for the whole, for unity is
our watchword and we are not only propagating a new Faith with its new principles, but are building
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a divinely laid down system into society, and this requires the discipline of the personal ego to
some extent, and the integration of all members of the community into a coherent pattern. To this
Ahmad Sohrab would not submit, for it did not allow him the personal prominence he craved. The
hot wind of his slander has blown upon us for some time now, and though it troubled and
disaffected a few hearts, to the vast majority of believers it proved an irritating Stimulant, which
not only made them cherish more dearly the Master's Will and its provisions, but spurred them on
to greater endeavor. We Baha'is are neither afraid to, nor ashamed of, men toning the names of
these prominent backsliders. On the contrary, they represent to us what a soldier's ribbons do to
him: they are the campaigns we have successfully fought and every one of them is dear to our
hearts. The storms thy have loosed upon us have not only driven the roots of our Faith in
Baha'u'llah's system deeper, but have demonstrated to us that, for the first time in history, a religion
has been given to men which cannot be split up into sects, for the two Wills—those of Baha'u'llah
and the Master—are so strongly constructed and so authentic beyond a shadow of a doubt, that it
is impossible to divorce the body of the teachings from their provisions. The principle of successor-
ship, endowed with the right of Divine interpretation, is the very hub of the Cause into which its
Doctrines and Laws fit like the spokes of a wheel—tear out the hub and you have to throw away
the whole thing. This is why our enemies, for a hundred years, failed to establish anything outside
the Faith which could thrive or prosper.

As we look back over these twenty-five years, it is with feelings of profound contentment. We
Bahd'is have matured greatly. The little tragedies, the hot discussions, the rocking of the boat by
various enemies, seem all far behind us now. We have grown up in the Will. We have stood close
to that tree which overshadowed all mankind and come to realize how live[lively] and great it is,
how dense its foliage, how heavy its yield of fruits—the tree of our first Guardian, our Shoghi
Effendi. Where first we looked to him with affection and much pity for his youthfulness and the
greatness of the task laid upon him, now we look to him eagerly, waiting each fresh counsel of his
wise, and so well proven, leadership. With deep love and pride the Baha'is labor under his guidance,
thanking God not only for this wonderful Divinely inspired institution of Guardianship, but also
for this particular Guardian, who has steered the ship of the Cause through so many shoals and
whose sure and patient hand is guiding it on to the great victories promised by Baha'u'llah for his
Faith in this Century.

Shoghi Effendi's services to the Cause of God are not yet known. How can they be? There is not
yet the required perspective. Only gradually have we been grasping just Who and What the Béab
and Baha'u'llah were; out of the mists of contemporary events they are now rising like giants on
the horizon of Their Own Revelation. "God Passes By" has been the greatest single factor in our
beginning to truly appreciate Their significance and station. But it is too early, and he is too close,
for us to begin to properly evaluate our first Guardian. We can, however—always remembering he
in his great modesty would wish us to—that he is guided by God, weigh up a little of what he has
done. Let us begin with his presents to us, the dearest gifts he could make us, the translations: The
Igan, the Epistle to The Son of The Wolf, The Prayers and Meditations, The Gleanings, The Hidden
Words, The Dawn-Breakers, and innumerable gems quoted in his own writings. What would our
understanding of and love for the Cause be today without these glorious books? Then let us take
his own works: The Baha'i Administration, the wonderful World Order Letters, The Dispensation
of Bahd'u'llah, The Advent of Divine Justice, The Promised Day Is Come, the ten volumes of The
Baha'i World—child of his vision of the Cause and untiring perseverance and most valuable of all,
God Passes By, that unique exhaustive and marvelous review of the highlights of 100 years of
Baha'i history, in which every factor receives it due importance in relation to every other, a labor
no one but the Guardian could ever be qualified to do. To the above must of course be added many
important communications addressed to the Persian Bahd'is in their own tongue.
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Not one of our achievements during this quarter of a century and briefly touched upon here, could
have been made were it not for the untiring labor and patience of Shoghi Effendi. He has
encouraged us when we were down-hearted, spurred us on when we decided to take a little
inopportune rest, foreseen our needs and supplied us with the plans, the counsel, the passages from
the writings, the answers to the questions, which we needed. How well we realize today what a sad
state our Cause would have been in without him! So often we have seen his healing touch laid on
dissensions, on hurt feelings or wounded pride, always fertile sources of trouble in any community.
So often his explanation and interpretation has made the way clear and once again gathered us in
deep unity to serve our beloved Faith.

But we can be sure of one thing—all these services rendered [to] us by the first Guardian have not
been without cost. A loving and sensitive nature, openhearted and filled with a wonderful eagerness
in his desire to serve the Master, and carry out His wishes, he has been assailed most viciously,
most unjustly, most pitilessly by enemies both within and without. From the world, any righteous
man expects little understanding and acclaim during his lifetime, but from those near in ties of
friendship or of blood, he hopes for and expects to receive more. We might have thought that the
great tidal waves of distress and calumny, the violent attacks, had subsided with the end of the
Heroic Age of the Faith. But this evidently has not been the plan of God. Now we see our Guardian
strong, wise, mature, stretching about us his iron arms to protect us in the sanctuary of the Divine
Cause, but he himself is much scarred by the blows he has received these twenty-five years, more
scarred than the Master surely ever dreamed he could be when he wrote "that no dust of
despondency my stain his radiant nature,” indeed, snowed under sometimes with the problems this
ever-expanding world Faith engenders in its forward march, and with the many cares and blows
that have been his portion.

That which sustains the Guardian, now left so alone amidst his great responsibilities, is the work
of the Cause. Good news is like the breath of life to him, and whenever some new goal is achieved,
some problem solved, some new enterprise undertaken, his spirit is lightened, his mind freed for
some new creative effort, his heart gladdened. So we see that just as we Baha'is the world over are
his responsibility, given to him by Almighty God, so is he our responsibility, likewise given us by
Almighty God. Let us not take it lightly! In gratitude for both this mighty institution of
Guardianship in which mankind has found a sure refuge in this new age, and in gratitude for this
particular first Guardian, this Shoghi Effendi, let us resolve to rise to a truly higher plane of
endeavor, and above all a higher plane of spiritual awareness, during these coming years. We must
always remember that the only real limitations we suffer, are those within ourselves. Rallied closely
about the center of the Cause, loving him and, in him, each other, we can, during the next quarter
of a century double our record of achievement.

Every truth, every fact, has so many meanings and aspects. It may take a thousand years to correctly
appraise the implications of ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’'s Will and Testament, but we—the first recipients of
it—can, if we will, leave behind us the record of being the generation who made the greatest
advances in understanding it and first helped release its wonderful powers upon the world, in
history's darkest years.

Haifa, Palestine

November 1946
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Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in Person

Permanent Head of the Universal House of Justice
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“Without such an institution [Guardianship, represented by living guardian of the Faith] the
integrity of the Faith would be imperiled, and the stability of the entire fabric would be gravely
endangered. Its prestige would suffered, the means required to enable it to take a long, an
uninterrupted view over a series of generations would be completely lacking, and the necessary
guidance to define the sphere of the legislative action of its elected representative would be totally

withdrawn.”
- Shoghi Effendi, “The Dispensation of Bahd 'u’llah”
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF
JUSTICE
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Universally Elected Body by the People of the World

[Under direct supervision of living Guardian of the Baha’i Faith]
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