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Message to all the believers in Baha’u’llah:

After the first Guardian of the Faith, Shoghi
Effendi, left this world on Nov. 4,1957,a group
of people then elevated to the Hands of the
Faith, led by Mrs. Rabbani, openly opposed
and challenged the authority of the second
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, C.M. Remey who
was appointed by the first Guardian of the Faith
as his successor.

The ex-Hands, after « assuming the reins of
authority with no documents” to support
them, formed an illegitimate Universal House
of Justice in 1963 to mislead the believers .

The so called Universal House of Justice does
not have the Guardian, in person, as its
president. It has not been formed in accordance
with the Writings of the Faith. It has not been
the development of the embryo of Universal
House of Justice, established by the first
Guardian of the Faith in early 1951. Thus this
body, the budded Universal House of J ustice, is
the false Universal House of Justice and it is
illegitimate.

The first Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, rejected
validity of such an institution in his letter of
Summer of 1925 where he states:

“Any institution that is not established in
accordance with the Divine Order, not in
conformity with the principles and the
conditions recorded in the Holy Writings, as it
is required for this august institution,
consequently such an institution is void of
credential, deprived of spiritual station and
forbidden to have any right to legislate and
enact laws and ordinances which are not
explicitly recorded in the Holy Writings. Italso
lacks the essential qualities and the Divine

confirmation." [Reference to the Universal House of
Justice]
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HE IS BAHA -
= O thou, the shining candle! In this world
of non-existence that appears real, seek a
true existence and in this dark world
lighten a bright candle and in this limited
world seek a wing to fly to the realm of
eternity. How long have ye been captive
in the material world and humiliate thy-
self in this phantom world? Ponder a
while, think a moment and meditate
upon this; As this cup of life spills and
this body becomes ill and helpless and
-, this dawn of life turns into dark night
~  what fruit have ye picked from the tree of
~life, to what conclusion have ye reached
~ and from what sweet have ye tasted and
- from what trap have ye escaped and from
~ what cup have ye drank ? Upon thee be
 Baha,
| ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a




Editorial Note

By E.S. Yazdani

What follows is written for readers
unfamiliar with the Baha’i Faith. It is
intended to bring to the reader’s attention
certain facts regarding the Baha’i Faith that
have been twisted and misrepresented by its
present administration: the so called Universal
House of Justice in Haifa, Israel. It is further
intended to call the reader’s attention to
attempts that have been made, and
successfully launched, by the current
administration that distort the true character
of the Baha’i Faith. As a result of these
misrepresentations, the Faith appears as a new
source of disunity, hatred, and discrimination
among people. Should this trend be allowed
to continue, we will soon have a new type of
religious dictatorship among us that in no way
reflects the teachings of the Baha’i Faith and
prevents us from reaching unity among the
people and establishing universal peace and
harmony within the human family. The
people of the world are trying to take power
away from dictators and establish their
desired new systems of government by the
people and for the people. We must not allow
a group of mullahs or priests, or a new form
of mullahood or priesthood in the so-called
Baha’i organization in Haifa, Israel, to control
us and steer our destiny to nowhere.

The Baha’i Faith was heralded by a
young man named Siyyid Ali Muhammad,
who became known as the Bab, the Persian
word for door or gate. The Bab declared His
mission on 23 of May 1844, closing the
Prophetic Cycle and opening the new Cycle

of Light and Truth, destined to last at least
500,000 years. The Babi dispensation and the
Baha’i dispensation are the first two
dispensations of many to come in this new
cycle. The Bab directed His followers to
spread the new teachings throughout the
Persian Empire in the mid-nineteenth century.
He stirred the frozen Persian community to its
dept, creating waves of opposition within the
religious hierarchy and the Persian ruling
elites. Many distinguished religious leaders,
ruling personnel, and ordinary people
accepted His new teachings. The ruling
Persian clergy class, however, found Him to
be a threat. The Bab was arrested and exiled
from one city to another within the Persian
Empire. Finally, He was judged by a number
of religious leaders in Tabriz in the presence
of the Crown Prince, and executed by order of
the Government in 1850. Many of His
followers were savagely put to death by
mobs, religious leaders, and the Persian
Government.

In 1852, a man named Mirza Husayn-
Ali, a follower of the Bab, was arrested in
Tehran and put into prison after an attempt on
the Shah’s life triggered harsh persecution
toward the Babis. While in prison, Mirza
Husayn-Ali became aware that he was God’s
new Messenger, fulfilling the Bab’s promise
of the one to come after Him and formally
ending the Babi dispensation, which had
lasted only nine years. Mirza Husayn-Ali
became known as Baha’w’llah, Arabic for
“Glory of God”; but it was not until 1863 that



He proclaimed His mission and revelation to
the world.

Like the Bab before him, Baha’u’llah
faced exile and persecution. He was sent into
exile to Baghdad, Istanbul, Adrianople, and
finally Akka, today part of Israel, where He
lived under house arrest until He left this
world forever in 1892. A prolific writer,
Baha‘u’llah sent tablets to the leaders of His
time: Napoleon III; Queen Victoria; Pope
Pius IX; Alexander II, Czar of the vast
Russian Empire; William I, King of Prussia;
Francis Joseph, King-emperor of Austria-
Hungary; Sultan ‘Adul’l-‘Aziz  of the
Ottoman Empire; and N’asiri’d-Din Shah, the
ruler of Persia. He invited the leaders and the
people of the world to embrace the new
teaching for the establishment of the unity of
humankind. The reader’s attention is drawn to
the “Shoghi effendi, Promised day is come,
Baha’i Publishing Trust, India, 1976 for
Tablets sent by Baha’u’llah to the leaders of
the world of His time.

The Baha’i Faith recognises the
oneness of God and the unity of His Prophets.
God’s essence, or zaat as it is very often
termed in the Persian literature, is not
comprehensible by humankind, as the door to
God’s essence is closed for humans to enter.
The Faith further teaches that from time to
time a messenger, or a prophet of God, or as it
is termed in the Baha’i literature a
Manifestation of God, appears to deliver the
messages that society needs most at a given
time, those principles and laws to apply for
goodness of the human community. Their
Stations are all equal. The only difference
between them is the intensity of their
revelations. For logical proof of the existence
of God and God’s Manifestation, which
constitutes the link between the Creator and
the creation, the reader’s attention is directed
to the article by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in his work
“Some  Answered  Questions,  Baha’i
publishing trust, New Delhi, 1973”

The outstanding teachings of the
Baha’i Faith can be summed up in the
following principles: the declaration of
Universal Peace, Oneness of Humankind;
Religion must be the cause of fellowship and
love; All kinds of prejudices, religious, racial,

political, and national, destroy the edifice of
humanity; Establishment of a Universal
Language; Equality between women and men:
Material civilisation must be completed by
spiritual ~ civilisation; Religion is the
foundation for world unity; Universal
education; and complete harmony between
science and religion. The Founder of the
Baha’i Faith confirms that the unity of
humanity and universal peace will be realized.
The human family will put its past childhood
phase aside forever and enter into the phase of
spiritual maturity. In brief the Baha’i Faith
offers a) the principles for promotions of
morality among the people of the world, b)
the principles for unity among the people of
the world, c) the teachings for understanding
the knowledge of God and God’s messengers
and d) the World Administration Order for
administering the world wide affairs.

In short, the purpose of the Baha’i
Faith is concord and harmony among the
peoples of the world. Baha’u’llah says
“Religion is the greatest of all means JSor
establishment of order in the world and Jor
the peaceful contentment of all that dwell
therein. The weakening of the pillars of
religion hath strengthened the hands of the
ignorants and made them bold and arrogant.
Verily I say, whatsoever hath lowered the
lofty station of religion hath increased the
waywardness of the wicked and result
cannot be but anarchy.” [Baha’i World Faith,
1976 Edition, page 180]

To regulate the activities of the
worldwide human communities, the Founder
of the Baha’i Faith engineered an
administrative system known as The World
Order of Baha’u’llah. The Bab heralded the
World Order of Baha’u’llah in the Persian
B’ayaan with these words: “Well is it with
him who fixeth his gaze upon the Order of
Baha’w’llah and rendereth thanks unto his
Lord! For He will assuredly be made
manifest...” [World Order of Baha’u’llah, 1982
edition, page 146] Baha’u’llah declared that “the
world equilibrium hath been upset through
the vibrating influence of this most great,
this new World Order. Mankind’s ordered
life hath been revolutionized through the



agency of this unique, this wondrous System,
the like of which mortal eyes have never
witnessed.” [World Order of Baha’w’llah, 1982
edition, page 146]

The World Order of Baha’u’llah was
articulated in detail in the Faith’s most Holy
Book, the Kit'ab-i-Aghdas. The World Order
was delineated in more detail- by
Baha’u’llah’s son and successor, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, in his Will and Testament, a series of
tablets opened after his death on 27
November 1921. The Kit'ab-i-Aghdas,
together with the Will and Testament of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, are the main literary sources of
Baha’v’llah World Order. The Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a can be said to be
complementary to the Kit'ab-i-Aghdas.
Shoghi Effendi [The first Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith, see below] once described this document
as the charter of the World civilisation.

Briefly, the World Order of
Baha’u’llah contains the Institution of Houses
of Justice. On a local and national level,
people elect their representatives, who are
free from any form of today’s political party
system and propaganda. The Institution of
Local and National Houses of Justice together
with enforcing power reguiate the activities of
their respective societies.

On the international level, a Universal
House of Justice passes laws and regulations
that are not found in the Writings of
Baha’u’llah or ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The Universal
House of Justice cancels the laws enacted by
the previous Universal House of Justice and
enacts new ones to meet the requirements of
the time. The Universal House of Justice is
formed by combining/marrying two
Institutions: the Institution of Guardianship,
an institution founded by Baha’u’llah and
fully established by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will
and Testament, and a universal body elected
by the members of the National Houses of
Justice throughout the world, under the direct
supervision of the living Guardian.

The institution of Guardianship is
represented by the Guardian. The first
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, was appointed by
‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and Testament. The
Guardian’s duties are fully described in

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament as well as
in the Dispensation of Baha u’llah by Shoghi
Effendi. A Guardian’s duties include:
appointing his successor during his life,
sitting at the head of the Universal House of
Justice for life; interpreting the Holy writings:
appointing his successor in his lifetime; the
announcement of Covenant Breakers if
necessary [see below]; and appointing the
members of the institution of Hands of the
Cause [see below]. As a member of the
Universal House of Justice, the Guardian has
only one vote. He is required to attend all
meetings or, if unable, send a representative.
If he determines that an act decided upon by
the House is not within the spirit of the Faith,
he has the right to request reconsideration of
that bill. In noway is he given the right to
disregard the decisions of the members of the
Universal House of Justice.

The Faith teaches that there are two
kinds of “Covenants™: the “Greater Covenant”
and the “Lesser Covenant”. The ordinary
definition of the word covenant is clear.
When used in Baha’i Writings, however, the
Greater Covenant signifies the covenant that
the Manifestations of God made with the
people of the world to accept the coming of
the next Manifestation. Believers in the
Baha’i Faith expect the coming of a new
Manifestation after at least one thousand
years from the time Baha’u’llah declared His
Mission in 1863. Adherence to the Lesser
Covenant means that a believer of the Faith,
after a thorough investigation and acceptance
of the Faith, must be faithful to the paramount
tenets of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament:
acceptance of the continuation of a living
Guardian and the Universal House of Justice.
To be a believer, Shoghi Effendi outlined that
he or she must accept the Bab as a
Manifestation of God, Baha’u’llah as the
Promised One of all ages, ‘Abdu’l-Baha as
the successor to Baha’u’llah, and all the
Writings without reservation and in particular
every clause of the Will and Testament. And
one of the clauses of the Will and Testament
is the continuation of Guardianship. This
means that the line of Guardians in the Baha’i
Faith will continue to exist through the Baha’i



Dispensation, which is not less than one
thousand years.

When a founder of a Faith is left this
world and His soul is separated from the
earthly world and He is no longer alive to
speak to the people, such as Muhammad and
Christ, leaves two distinct proofs of His
Cause: the SILENT PROOF and the
SPEAKING PROOF. The silent proof is His
books. For instance the Holy Quran or the

Bible is the silent proof in Islam and.

Christianity. The speaking proof is Founder
of a Faith appointed successor. The appointed
successor continues or interprets the true
intents of the silent proof. For example Peter
the first disciple of His Holiness Christ was
appointed as the successor of Christ or Alj in
Islam was Muhammad’s successor. The
speaking proof has the final say on matters of
a Faith and all must obey and accept his final
findings. It appears that the Founders of the
past Faiths appointed their successor verbally
and we have not a written statement of their
appointments.

This has caused considerable excuse
for the clergies to assume authority without
any justification or legal ground to succeed
the Founder of their respective Faith. The
clergies have caused the Faith to be mutilated
into sects and branches which has been the
source of religious differences, religious
crimes religious wars and disunity among the
people of the world. For instance the priests
in Christianity and Islam are the main source
of these dramas. They have often changed and
misinterpreted/misrepresented the Holy texts
to protect their interests and have created
divisions within the faithful ones. History
provides many examples, and the reader is
well aware of them.

To prevent the same outcome in the
Baha’i Faith, the Founder of the Faith has
removed the power from the clergies. He
writes “From two ranks amongst men power
hath seized: kings and ecclesiastics. ” [Shoghi
Effendi, The promised day is come page 19] Instead
Baha’w’llah has founded the Institution Hands
of the Cause where its members are appointed
by the living Guardian and they are under the
living Guardian’s direction at all times to
carry out the duties of propagation and

protection of the Faith. The first Guardian
appointed 27 members to the Institution of the
Hands of the Faith from late 1951 to early
1957.

On 9 January 1951, Shoghi Effendi
appointed Charles Mason Remey as the head
of an embryonic Universal House of Justice,
which, in Shoghi Effendi’s words, was
destined to evolve into the universally elected
House of Justice over time. Based on this
appointment and because the head of the
Universal House of Justice is the Guardian, C.
M. Remey proclaimed his position as the
Second Guardian of the Faith. [Refer to his
proclamation in this issue of Ridvan] His authority
was openly challenged by the Hands of the
Cause, which included Shoghi Effendi’s wife
Mrs. R. Rabbani, and in 1963 they created a
false  Universal House of Justice
headquartered on Mt. Carmel in Israel. This
so-called Universal House of Justice then
became the means to deceive the believers
and direct the community toward whatever
course the erring Hands wanted it to go. Ever
since 1957, the Hands and the erroneous
Universal House of Justice has changed and
misrepresented the Writings to suit their
objectives. Certain information is kept from
believers and misleading information is fed to
them. Those individuals who did not accept
the actions of the Hands in 1957, the year
Shoghi Effendi died, and the years following
were labelled Covenant Breaker. Victims
were not allowed to meet with their families
and friends, lost the right to speak their
thoughts, and were simply stripped of their
human  rights. Today, these same
consequences occur under the current Baha’i
administration to anyone who questions their
authority and discusses the concept of a living
Guardian.

The reader’s attention is directed to
the letter, written by the author, to Mr. Hugh
Chance, then a member of the so called
Universal House of Justice, dated 8 April
1988. The letter to Mr. Chance addresses
these issues in detail and substantiates that C.
M. Remey was the Second Guardian of the
Baha’i Faith. It points out how the so called
Universal House of Justice has led the world,
particularly the believers, in a flawed



direction, a course that was dictated by the ex-
Hands of the Cause so long ago. [See this letter
in this issue of Ridvan]

The current Universal House of
Justice and its followers are no longer part of
the solution but part of the problem. I dare to
write that the scene is set, the scenario is
written, the characters are in place, and the
world is readied for further bloodshed,
discriminations, hatred, injustice, cruelty, and
separation among individuals as a direct result
of the decisions and actions taken by ex-
Hands of the Cause after Shoghi Effendi’s
death in the late 1950s.

The Baha’i Faith has been under
attach from within since Nov. 1957. It is the
duty of the good will people, I believe, to
investigate the Baha’i Faith and if they find it
true to stand up to this new form of injustice
and explain to the people of the world what
has taken place in the Baha’i Faith since late
1957. Should we fail to do what we have to
do at this point in our history, we will have
committed an unforgivable mistake that future
generations will not judge favourably.

Right of Expulsion

The first Guardian of the Baha’i faith states:

"Expulsion and excommunication of the
individuals from the Cause of God ... are part
of the authorities of the Guardian namely the

spiritual head of the Baha'i Community.”
(Neza'mat-e-Baha'i, page 85)

"Reinstatement of the former
Covenant Breakers is also one of the duties of
the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith. "

(Akh'bar-e-Am’ri, No. 106)
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Proclamation of Shoghi Effendi

In Formation of the embryo Universal House of Justice

Proclaim National Assemblies (of) East
(and) West weighty epoch-making
decision (of) formation (of) first
International Baha’i Council, forerunner
(of) supreme administrative institution
destined (to) emerge (in) fullness (of) time
within precincts beneath shadow (of)
World Spiritual Center (of) Faith already
established (in) twin cities (of) ‘Akk4 (and)
Haifa. Fulfillment (of) prophecies uttered
(by) Founder (of) Faith (and) Center (of)
His Covenant culminating (in)
establishment (of) Jewish State, signalizing
birth after lapse (of) two thousand years
(of an) independent nation (in the) Holy
Land, (the) swift unfoldment (of) historic
undertaking associated (with) construction
(of)  superstructure  (of the) Biab’s
Sepulchre (on) Mount Carmel, (the)
present adequate maturity (of) nine
vigorously functioning national
administrative  institutions throughout
Baha’i World, combine (to) induce me (to)
arrive (at) this historic decision marking
most significant milestone (in) evolution
(of) Administrative Order (of the) Faith
(of) Baha’v’llah (in) course (of) last thirty
years. Nascent Institution now created (is)
invested (with) threefold function: first,
(to) forge link (with) authorities (of) newly
emerged State; second, (to) assist me (to)
discharge responsibilities involved (in)
erection (of) mighty superstructure (of the)
Bab’s Holy Shrine; third, (to) conduct
negotiations related (to) matters (of)

Shoghi effendi appointed C.M.
Remey, as the President of the

Shoghi effendi, in his Cablegram of March
8, 1952 writes “Second announcement:
The enlargement of the International
Baha'i Council. Present membership now
comprises:  Amatu’l-Baha R’uhiyyih,
chosen liaison between me and the
Council. Hands of the Cause, Mason

personal status (with) civil authorities. To
these will be added further functions (in)
course (of) evolution (of) this first

embryonic International ~ Institution,
marking its development into officially
recognized Baha’i Court, its

transformation into duly elected body, its
efflorescence into Universal House (of)
Justice, (and) its final fruition through
erection (of) manifold auxiliary institutions
constituting (the) World Administrative
Center destined (to) arise (and) function
(and) remain permanently established (in)
close neighborhood (of) Twin Holy
Shrines. Hail (with) thankful, joyous heart
(at) long last (the) constitution (of)
International Council which history will
acclaim (as the) greatest event shedding
lustre (upon) second epoch (of) Formative
Age (of) Baha’i Dispensation potentially
unsurpassed (by) any enterprise undertaken
since inception (of) Administrative Order
(of) Faith (on) morrow (of) ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4’s Ascension, ranking second only
(to) glorious immortal events associated
(with) Ministries (of the) Three Central
Figures (of) Faith (in) course (of) First Age
(of) most glorious Dispensation (of the)
five thousand century Baha’i Cycle.
Advice publicize announcement through
Public Relations Committee.

-SHOGHI
[Cablegram, January 9, 1951]

embryo of the Universal House of
Jjustice

Remey, Amelia Collins, Ugo Giachery,
Leroy Aoas, President, Vice-President,
member at large, Secretary-General,
respectively. Jesse Revell, Ethel Revell,
Lotfullah Hakim, Treasurer, Western and
Eastern assistant Secretaries.”



The Administrative Order
of
THE DISPENSAT’ION
OF BAHA'U'LLAH

By

Shoghi Effendi

Dearly-beloved brethren in 'Abdu'l-Baha!
With the ascension of Baha’u’llah the Day-
Star of Divine guidance which, as foretold
by Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kézim, had
risen in Shiraz, and, while pursuing its
westward course, had mounted its zenith in
Adrianople, had finally sunk below the
horizon of 'Akk4, never to rise again ere the
complete revolution of one thousand years.
The setting of so effulgent an Orb brought to
a definite termination the period of Divine
Revelation-the initial and most vitalizing
stage in the Baha'i era. Inaugurated by the
Bab, culminating in Baha'u’llah, anticipated
and extolled by the entire company of the
Prophets of this great prophetic cycle, this
period has, except for the short interval
between the Bab's martyrdom  and
Baha'u’llah’s shaking experiences in the
Siydh Chal of Tihran, been characterized by
almost fifty years of continuous and
progressive Revelation—a period which by
its duration and fecundity must be regarded
as unparalleled in the entire field of the
world's spiritual history.

The passing of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, on the other
hand, marks the closing of the Heroic and
Apostolic Age of this same Dispensation—
that primitive period of our Faith the
splendors of which can never be rivalled,
much less be eclipsed, by the magnificence
that must needs distinguish the future
victories of Baha’u’llah’s Revelation. For
neither the achievements of the champion-
builders of the present-day institutions of the
Faith of Baha’w’llah, nor the tumultuous
triumphs which the heroes of its Golden Age
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will in the coming days succeed in winning,
can measure with, or be included within the
same category as, the wondrous works
associated with the names of those who have
generated its very life and laid its pristine
foundations. That first and creative age of
the Baha’l era must, by its very nature, stand
above and apart from the formative period
into which we have entered and the golden
age destined to succeed it.

'Abdu'l-Bah4, Who incarnates an institution
for which we can find no parallel
whatsoever in any of the world's recognized
religious systems, may be said to have
closed the Age to which He Himself
belonged and opened the one in which we
are now laboring. His Will and Testament
should thus be regarded as the perpetual, the
indissoluble link which the mind of Him
Who is the Mystery of God has conceived in
order to insure the continuity of the three
ages that constitute the component parts of
the Baha’i Dispensation. The period in
which the seed of the Faith had been slowly
germinating is thus intertwined both with
the one which must witness its efflorescence
and the subsequent age in which that seed
will have finally yielded its golden fruit,

The creative energies released by the Law of
Baha’u’llah, permeating and evolving within
the mind of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, have, by their
very impact and close interaction, given
birth to an Instrument which may be viewed
as the Charter of the New World Order
which is at once the glory and the promise
of this most great Dispensation. The Will



may thus be acclaimed as the inevitable
offspring resulting from that mystic
intercourse between Him Who
communicated the generating influence of
His divine Purpose and the One Who was its
vehicle and chosen recipient. Being the
Child of the Covenant— the Heir of both the
Originator and the Interpreter of the Law of
God-the Will and Testament of 'Abdull-
Bahéd can no more be divorced from Him
Who supplied the original and motivating
impulse than from the One Who ultimately
conceived it. Baha'u’llah’s inscrutable
purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has
been so thoroughly infused into the conduct
of 'Abdu'l-Bahé, and their motives have
been so closely wedded together, that the
mere attempt to dissociate the teachings of
the former from any system which the ideal
Exemplar of those same teachings has
established would amount to a repudiation
of one of the most sacred and basic truths of
the Faith.

The Administrative Order, which ever since
'Abdu'l-Bah4's ascension has evolved and s
taking shape under our very eyes in no
fewer than forty countries of the world, may
be considered as the framework of the Wil
itself, the inviolable stronghold wherein this
new-born child is being nurtured and
developed. This Administrative Order, as it
expands and consolidates itself, will no
doubt manifest the potentialities and reveal
the full implications of this momentous
Document-this most remarkable expression
of the Will of One of the most remarkable
Figures of the Dispensation of Baha'u'll4h. It
will, as its component parts, its organic
institutions,  begin to function with
efficiency and vigor, assert its claim and
demonstrate its capacity to be regarded not
only as the nucleus but the very pattern of
the New World Order destined to embrace
in the fullness of time the whole of mankind.

It should be noted in this connection that
this Administrative Order is fundamentally
different from anything that any Prophet has

previously  established, inasmuch as
Bahd'u'llah has Himself revealed its
principles, established its institutions,

appointed the person to interpret His Word
and conferred the necessary authority on the
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body designed to supplement and apply His
legislative ordinances. Therein lies the
secret of its strength, its fundamental
distinction, and the guarantee against
disintegration and schism. Nowhere in the
sacred scriptures of any of the world's
religious systems, nor even in the writings
of the Inaugurator of the Babj Dispensation,
do we find any provisions establishing a
covenant or providing for an administrative
order that can compare in scope and
authority with those that lie at the very basis
of the Bahd'i Dispensation. Has either
Christianity or Isldam,to take as an instance
two of the most widely diffused and
outstanding among the world's recognized
religions, anything to offer that can measure
with, or be regarded as equivalent to, either
the Book of Bah4'u'llah's Covenant or to the
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha? Does
the text of either the Gospel or the Qur'an
confer sufficient authority upon those
leaders and councils that have claimed the
right and assumed the function of
interpreting the provisions of their sacred
scriptures and of administering the affairs of
their respective communities? Could Peter,
the admitted chief of the Apostles, or the
Imam 'Ali, the cousin and legitimate
successor of the Prophet, produce in support
of the primacy with which both had been
invested written and explicit affirmations
from Christ and Muhammad that could have
silenced those who either among their
contemporaries or in a later age have
repudiated their authority and, by their
action, precipitated the schisms that persist
until the present day? Where, we may
confidently ask, in the recorded sayings of
Jesus Christ, whether in the matter of
succession or in the provision of a set of
specific laws and clearly  defined
administrative ordinances, as distinguished
from purely spiritual principles, can we find
anything  approaching  the  detailed
injunctions, laws and warnings that abound
in the authenticated utterances of both
Bahd'u'llah and 'Abdu'l Bah4? Can any
passage of the Qur'an, which in respect to its
legal code, its administrative and devotional
ordinances marks already a notable advance
over previous and more corrupted
Revelations, be construed as placing upon
an  unassailable basis the undoubted



authority with which Muhammad had,
verbally and on several occasions, invested
His successor? Can the Author of the Babi
Dispensation, however much He may have
succeeded through the provisions of the
Persian Bayan in averting a schism as
permanent and catastrophic as those that
afflicted Christianity and Islam— can He be
said to have produced instruments for the
safeguarding of His Faith as definite and
efficacious as those which must for all time
preserve the unity of the organized followers
of  the Faith of  Baha’u’llah?

Alone of all the Revelations gone before it
this Faith has, through the explicit
directions, the repeated warnings, the
authenticated safeguards incorporated and
elaborated in its teachings, succeeded in
raising a structure which the bewildered
followers of bankrupt and broken creeds
might well approach and critically examine,
and seek, ere it is too late, the invulnerable
security of its world-embracing shelter.

No wonder that He Who through the
operation of His Will has inaugurated so
vast and unique an Order and Who is the
Center of so mighty a Covenant should have
written these words: "So firm and mighty is
this Covenant that from the beginning of
time until the present day no religious
Dispensation hath produced its like. "
"Whatsoever is latent in the innermost of
this holy cycle,” He wrote during the
darkest and most dangerous days of His
ministry, "shall gradually appear and be
made manifest, for now is but the
beginning of its growth and the day-spring
of the revelation of its signs.” "Fear not,"
are His reassuring words foreshadowing the
rise of the Administrative Order established
by His Will, "fear not if this Branch be
severed from this material world and cast
aside its leaves; nay, the leaves thereof
shall flourish, for this Branch will grow
after it is cut off from this world below, it
shall reach the loftiest pinnacles of glory,
and it shall bear such fruits as will perfume
the world with their fragrance.”

To what else if not to the power and majesty
which  this Administrative  Order—the
rudiments of the future all-enfolding Baha’i
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Commonwealth—is destined to manifest, can
these utterances of Baha’u’llah allude: "The
world's equilibrium hath been upset
through the vibrating influence of this
most great, this new World Order.
Mankind's ordered life hath been
revolutionized through the agency of this
unique, this wondrous System— the like of
which mortal eyes have never witnessed,"

The Bab Himself, in the course of His
references to "Him Whom God will make
manifest” anticipates the System and
glorifies the World Order which the
Revelation of Baha’w’llah is destined to
unfold. "Well is it with him," is His
remarkable statement in the third chapter of
the Persian Bayan, "who fixeth his gaze
upon the Order of Baha’w’llah and
rendereth thanks unto his Lord! For He
will assuredly be made manifest. God hath
indeed irrevocably ordained it in the
Baydn.”

In the Tablets of Baha’u’llah where the
institutions of the International and Local
Houses of Justice are specifically designated
and formally established; in the institution
of the Hands of the Cause of God which first
Baha’u’llah and then 'Abdu'l-Baha brought
into being; in the institution of both local
and national Assemblies which in their
embryonic stage were already functioning in
the days preceding 'Abdu'l-Bah4's ascension;
in the authority with which the Author of
our Faith and the Center of His Covenant
have in their Tablets chosen to confer upon
them; in the institution of the Local Fund
which operated according to 'Abdu'l-Bah4's
specific injunctions addressed to certain
Assemblies in Persia; in the verses of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas the implications of which
clearly anticipate the institution of the
Guardianship; in the explanation which
'Abdu'l-Bahd, in one of His Tablets, has
given to, and the emphasis He has placed
upon, the hereditary principle and the law of
primogeniture as having been upheld by the
Prophets of the past— in these we can discern
the faint glimmerings and discover the
carliest intimation of the nature and working
of the Administrative Order which the Will
of 'Abdu'l-Bah4 was at a later time destined
to proclaim and formally establish.



An attempt, 1 feel, should at the present
juncture be made to explain the character
and functions of the twin pillars that support
this mighty Administrative Structure—the
institutions of the Guardianship and of the
Universal House of Justice. To describe in
their entirety the diverse elements that
function in conjunction with these
institutions is beyond the scope and purpose
of this general exposition of the fundamental
verities of the Faith. To define with
accuracy and minuteness the features, and to
analyze exhaustively the nature of the
relationships which, on the one hand, bind
together these two fundamental organs of
the Will of 'Abdu'l-Bah4 and connect, on the
other, each of them to the Author of the
Faith and the Center of His Covenant is a
task which future generations will no doubt
adequately fulfill. My present intention is to
elaborate certain salient features of this
scheme which, however close we may stand
to its colossal structure, are already so
clearly defined that we find it inexcusable to
either misconceive or ignore.

It should be stated, at the very outset, in
clear and unambiguous language,that these
twin institutions of the Administrative Order
of Baha’u’llah should be regarded as divine
in origin, essential in their functions and
complementary in their aim and purpose.
Their common, their fundamental object is
to insure the continuity of that divinely-
appointed authority which flows from the
Source of our Faith, to safeguard the unity
of its followers and to maintain the integrity
and flexibility of its teachings. Acting in
conjunction with each other these two
inseparable institutions administer its affairs,
coordinate its activities, promote its
interests, execute its laws and defend its
subsidiary  institutions. Severally, each
operates within a clearly defined sphere of
Jurisdiction; each is equipped with its own
attendant institutions— instruments designed
for the effective discharge of its particular
responsibilities and duties. Each exercises,
within the limitations imposed upon it, its
powers, its authority, its rights and
prerogatives. These are neither
contradictory, nor detract in the slightest
degree from the position which each of these
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institutions  occupies. Far from being
incompatible or mutually destructive, they

supplement each other's authority and
functions, and are permanently and
fundamentally united in their aims.

Divorced from the institution of the
Guardianship the World Order of
Baha’u’llah would be mutilated and
permanently deprived of that hereditary
principle which, as 'Abdu'l-Bahd has
written, has been invariably upheld by the
Law of God. "In all the Divine
Dispensations,"” He states, in a Tablet
addressed to a follower of the Faith in
Persia, ""the eldest son hath been given
extraordinary distinctions. Even the station
of  prophethood  hath  been  his
birthright."Without such an institution the
integrity of the Faith would be imperilled,
and the stability of the entire fabric would
be gravely endangered. Its prestige would
suffer, the means required to enable it to
take a long, and uninterrupted view over a
series of generations would be completely
lacking, and the necessary guidance to
define the sphere of the legislative action of
its elected representatives would be totally
withdrawn.

Severed from the no less essential institution
of the Universal House of Justice this same
System of the Will of 'Abdu'l-Baha would
be paralyzed in its action and would be
powerless to fill in those gaps which the
Author of the Kitab-i-Aqdas has deliberately
left in the body of His legislative and admin
istrative ordinances.

"He is the Interpreter of the Word of God,
" ‘Abdu'l-Baha, referring to the functions of
the Guardian of the Faith, asserts, using in
His Will the very term which He Himself
had chosen when refuting the argument of
the Covenant breakers who had challenged
His right to interpret the utterances of
Baha’w’llah. "After him,” He adds, "will
succeed the first-born of his lineal
descendants. " "The mighty stronghold,”
He further explains, "shall remain
impregnable and safe through obedience to
him who is the Guardian of the Cause of
God. 4



"It is incumbent upon the members of the
House of Justice, upon all the Aghsin, the
Afndn, the Hands of the Cause of God, to
show their obedience, submissiveness and
subordination unto the Guardian of the
Cause of God." "It is incumbent upon the
members of the House of Justice,"
Baha’u’llah, on the other hand, declares in
the Eighth Leaf of the Exalted Paradise, "To
take counsel together regarding those
things which have not outwardly been
revealed in the Book, and to enforce that
which is agreeable to them. God will verily
inspire them with whatsoever He willeth,
and He verily is the Provider, the
Omniscient. " "Unto the Most Holy Book"
(the Kitab-i-Agdas), 'Abdu'l-Bah4 states in
His Will, "every one must turn, and all that
is not expressly recorded therein must be
referred to the Universal House of Justice.
That  which  this  body, whether
unanimously or by a majority doth carry,
that is verily the truth and the purpose of
God Himself. Whoso doth deviate
therefrom is verily of them that love
discord, hath shown Jorth malice, and
turned away from the Lord of the
Covenant."

Not only does 'Abdu'l-Bah4 confirm in His
Will Baha’u’llah’s above quoted statement,
but invests this body with the additional
right and power to abrogate, according to
the exigencies of time, its own enactments,
as well as those of a preceding House of
Justice. "Inasmuch as the House of
Justice, " is His explicit statement in His
Will, "hath power to enact laws that are
not expressly recorded in the Book and
bear upon daily transactions, so also it
hath power to repeal the same . . . This it
can do because these laws form no part of
the divine explicit text.”

Referring to both the Guardian and the
Universal House of Justice we read these
emphatic words: "The sacred and Yyouthful
branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God,
as well as the Universal House of Justice to
be universally elected and established, are
both under the care and protection of the
Abhd Beauty, under the shelter and
unerring guidance of the Exalted One (the
Bab) (may my life be offered up Jor them
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both). Whatsoever they decide is of God."

From these statements it is made indubitably
clear and evident that the Guardian of the
Faith has been made the Interpreter of the
Word and that the Universal House of
Justice has been invested with the function
of legislating on matters not expressly
revealed in the teachings. The interpretation
of the Guardian, functioning within his own
sphere, is as authoritative and binding as the
enactments of the International House of
Justice, whose exclusive right and
prerogative is to pronounce upon and deliver
the final judgment on such laws and
ordinances as Baha’u’llah has not expressly
revealed. Neither can, nor will ever, infringe
upon the sacred and prescribed domain of
the other. Neither will seek to curtail the
specific and undoubted authority with which
both have been divinely invested.

Though the Guardian of the Faith has been
made the permanent head of so august a
body he can never, even temporarily,
assume the right of exclusive legislation. He
cannot override the decision of the majority
of his fellow-members, but is bound to insist
upon a reconsideration by them of any
enactment he conscientiously believes to
conflict with the meaning and to depart from
the spirit of Baha'u’llah’s revealed
utterances. He interprets what has been
specifically revealed, and cannot legislate
except in his capacity as member of the
Universal House of Justice. He is debarred
from laying down independently  the
constitution that must govern the organized
activities of his fellow-members, and from
exercising his influence in a manner that
would encroach upon the liberty of those
whose sacred right is to elect the body of his
collaborators.

It should be borne in mind that the
institution of the Guardianship has been
anticipated by 'Abdu'l-Bah4 in an allusion
He made in a Tablet addressed, long before
His own ascension, to three of His friends in
Persia. To their question as to whether there
would be any person to whom all the
Baha’is would be called upon to turn after
His ascension He made the following reply:
"As to the question ye have asked me,



know verily that this is a well-guarded
secret. It is even as a gem concealed within
its shell. That it will be revealed is
predestined. The time will come when its
light will appear, when its evidences will be
made manifest, and its secrets unraveled, "

Dearly-beloved friends ! Exalted as is the
position and vital as is the function of the
institution of the Guardianship in the
Administrative Order of Baha’u’llah, and
staggering as must be the weight of
responsibility which it carries, its
importance must, whatever be the language
of the Will, be in no wise over-emphasized.
The Guardian of the Faith must not under
any circumstances, and whatever his merits
or his achievements, be exalted to the rank
that will make him a co-sharer with 'Abdu'l-
Bahd in the unique position which the
Center of the Covenant occupies—much less
to the station exclusively ordained for the
Manifestation of God. So grave a departure
from the established tenets of our Faith is
nothing short of open blasphemy. As I have
already stated, in the course of my
references to  'Abdu'l-Bahi's station,
however great the gulf that separates Him
from the Author of a Divine Revelation it
can never measure with the distance that
stands between Him Who is the Center of
Baha’v’llah’s Covenant and the Guardians
who are its chosen ministers. There is a far,
far greater distance separating the Guardian
from the Center of the Covenant than there
is between the Center of the Covenant and
its Author.

No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my
solemn duty to place on record, can ever
claim to be the perfect exemplar of the
teachings of Baha’u’llah or the stainless
mirror that reflects His light. Though
overshadowed by the unfailing, the unerring
protection of Baha’u’llah and of the Bab,
and however much he may share with
'Abdu’l-Bahd the right and obligation to
interpret the Baha’i teachings, he remains
essentially human and cannot, if he wishes
to remain faithful to his trust, arrogate to
himself, under any pretence whatsoever, the
rights, the privileges and prerogatives which
Baha’w’llah has chosen to confer upon His
Son. In the light of this truth to pray to the
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Guardian of the Faith, to address him as lord
and master, to designate him as his holiness,
to seek his benediction, to celebrate his
birthday, or to commemorate any event
associated with his life would be tantamount
to a departure from those established truths
that are enshrined within our beloved Faith.
The fact that the Guardian has been
specifically endowed with such power as he
may need to reveal the purport and disclose
the implications of the utterances of
Baha’w’llah and of 'Abdu'l-Bahi does not
necessarily confer upon him a station co-
equal with those Whose words he is called
upon to interpret. He can exercise that right
and discharge this obligation and yet remain
infinitely inferior to both of them in rank
and different in nature.
To the integrity of this cardinal principle of
our Faith the words, the deeds of its present
and future Guardians must abundantly
testify. By their conduct and example they
must needs establish its truth upon an
unassailable foundation and transmit to
future generations unimpeachable evidences
of its reality. For my own part to hesitate in
recognizing so vital a truth or to vacillate in
proclaiming so firm a conviction must
constitute a shameless betrayal of the
confidence reposed in me by 'Abdu'l-Bah4
and an unpardonable usurpation of the
authority with which He Himself has been
invested.

A word should now be said regarding the
theory on which this Administrative Order is
based and the principle that must govern the
operation of its chief institutions. It would
be utterly misleading to attempt a
comparison between this unique, this
divinely-conceived Order and any of the
diverse systems which the minds of men, at
various periods of their history, have
contrived for the government of human
institutions. Such an attempt would in itself
betray a lack of complete appreciation of the
excellence of the handiwork of its great
Author. How could it be otherwise when we
remember that this Order constitutes the
very pattern of that divine civilization which
the almighty Law of Baha’u’llah is designed
to establish upon earth? The divers and ever-
shifting systems of human polity, whether



past or present, whether originating in the
East or in the West, offer no adequate
criterion wherewith to estimate the potency
of its hidden virtues or to appraise the
solidity of its foundations,
The Bahd'i Commonwealth of the future, of
which this vast Administrative Order is the
sole framework, is, both in theory and
practice, not only unique in the entire
history of political institutions, but can find
no parallel in the annals of any of the
world's recognized religious systems. No
form of democratic government; no system
of autocracy or of dictatorship, whether
monarchical or republican; no intermediary
scheme of a purely aristocratic order: nor
even any of the recognized types of
theocracy, whether it be the Hebrew
Commonwealth, or the various Christian
ecclesiastical organizations, or the Imamate
or the Caliphate in Islim-none of these can
be identified or be said to conform with the
Administrative Order which the master-hand
of its perfect Architect has fashioned.

This new-born  Administrative  Order
incorporates within its structure certain
celements which are to be found in each of
the three recognized forms of secular
government, without being in any sense a
mere replica of anyone of them, and without
introducing within its machinery any of the
objectionable features which they inherently
possess. It blends and harmonizes, as no
government fashioned by mortal hands has
as yet accomplished, the salutary truths
which each of these systems undoubtedly
contains without vitiating the integrity of
those God-given verities on which it is
ultimately founded.

The Administrative Order of the Faith of
Baha’u’llah must in no wise be regarded as
purely democratic in character inasmuch as
the basic assumption which requires all
democracies to depend fundamentally upon
getting their mandate from the people is
altogether lacking in this Dispensation. In
the conduct of the administrative affairs of
the Faith, in the enactment of the legislation
necessary to supplement the laws of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas, the members of the
Universal House of Justice, it should be
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borne in mind, are not, as Baha’u’llah’s
utterances clearly imply, responsible to
those whom they represent, nor are they
allowed to be governed by the feelings, the
general opinion, and even the convictions of
the mass of the faithful, or of those who
directly elect them. They are to follow, in a
prayerful attitude, the dictates and
promptings of their conscience. They may,
indeed they must, acquaint themselves with
the conditions prevailing among the
community, must weigh dispassionately in
their minds the merits of any case presented
for their consideration, but must reserve for
themselves the right of an unfettered
decision. "God will verily inspire them with
whatsoever He willeth,"is Baha’u’llah’s
incontrovertible assurance. They, and not
the body of those who either directly or
indirectly elect them, have thus been made
the recipients of the divine guidance which
is at once the life-blood and ultimate
safeguard of this Revelation. Moreover, he
who symbolizes the hereditary principle in
this Dispensation has been made the
interpreter of the words of its Author, and
ceases consequently, by virtue of the actual
authority vested in him, to be the figurehead
invariably associated with the prevailing
systems of constitutional monarchies.

Nor can the Bah4'i Administrative Order be
dismissed as a hard and rigid system of
unmitigated autocracy or as an idle imitation
of any form of absolutistic ecclesiastical
government, whether it be the Papacy, the
Imamate or any other similar institution, for
the obvious reason that upon the
international elected representatives of the
followers of Baha’u’llah has been conferred
the exclusive right of legislating on matters
not expressly revealed in the Baha’i
writings. Neither the Guardian of the Faith
nor any institution apart from the
International House of Justice can ever
usurp this vital and essential power or
encroach upon that sacred right. The
abolition of professional priesthood with its
accompanying sacraments of baptism, of
communion and of confession of sins, the
laws requiring the election by universal
suffrage of all local, national, and
international Houses of Justice, the total
absence of episcopal authority with its



attendant  privileges, corruptions  and
bureaucratic tendencies, are  further
evidences of the non autocratic character of
the Baha’i Administrative Order and of its
inclination to democratic methods in the
administration of its affairs.

Nor is this Order identified with the name of
Baha’u’llah to be confused with any system
of purely aristocratic government in view of
the fact that it upholds, on the one hand, the
hereditary principle and entrusts the
Guardian of the Faith with the obligation of
interpreting its teachings, and provides, on
the other, for the free and direct election
from among the mass of the faithful of the
body that constitutes its highest legislative
organ.

Whereas this Administrative Order cannot
be said to have been modeled after any of
these recognized systems of government, it
nevertheless embodies, reconciles and
assimilates within its framework such
wholesome elements as are to be found in
each one of them. The hereditary authority
which the Guardian is called upon to
exercise, the vital and essential functions
which the Universal House of Justice
discharges, the specific provisions requiring
its  democratic  election by  the
representatives  of  the  faithful-these
combine to demonstrate the truth that this
divinely revealed Order, which can never be
identified with any of the standard types of
government referred to by Aristotle in his
works, embodies and blends with the
spiritual verities on which it is based the
beneficent elements which are to be found in
each one of them. The admitted evils
inherent in each of these systems being
rigidly and permanently excluded, this
unique Order, how ever long it may endure
and however extensive its ramifications,
cannot ever degenerate into any form of
despotism, of oligarchy, or of demagogy
which must sooner or later corrupt the
machinery of all man-made and essentially
defective political institutions.

Dearly-beloved friends! Significant as are
the origins of this mighty administrative
structure, and however unique its features,
the happenings that may be said to have
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heralded its birth and signalized the initial
stage of its evolution seem no less
remarkable. How striking, how edifying the
contrast between the process of slow and
steady consolidation that characterizes the
growth of its infant strength and the
devastating onrush of the forces of
disintegration that are assailing the outworn
institutions, both religious and secular, of
present-day society!

The vitality which the organic institutions of
this great, this ever expanding Order so
strongly exhibit; the obstacles which the
high courage, the undaunted resolution of jts
administrators have already surmounted; the
fire of an unquenchable enthusiasm that
glows with undiminished fervor in the hearts
of its itinerant teachers; the heights of self-
sacrifice which its champion-builders are
now attaining; the breadth of vision, the
confident hope, the creative joy, the inward
peace, the uncompromising integrity, the
exemplary discipline, the unyielding unity
and solidarity which its stalwart defenders
manifest; the degree to which its moving
Spirit  has shown itself capable of
assimilating the diversified elements within
its pale, of cleansing them of all forms of
prejudice and of fusing them with its own
structure— these are evidences of a power
which a disillusioned and sadly shaken
society can ill afford to ignore.

Compare these splendid manifestations of
the spirit animating this vibrant body of the
Faith of Baha’w’llah with the cries and
agony, the follies and vanities, the bitterness
and prejudices, the wickedness and divisions
of an ailing and chaotic world. Witness the
fear that torments its leaders and paralyzes
the action of its blind and bewildered
statesmen. How fierce the hatreds, how false
the ambitions, how petty the pursuits, how
deep-rooted the suspicions of its peoples!
How disquieting the lawlessness, the
corruption, the unbelief that are eating into
the vitals of a tottering  civilization!

Might not this process of steady
deterioration which is insidiously invading
so many departments of human activity and
thought be regarded as a necessary
accompaniment to the rise of this almighty
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Statement by Mason Remey Guardian of the Baha’i Faith

At the first Behje Conclave, the
Hands of the Cause took over the
management of the affairs of the
Baha'i Faith. This was followed by
their repudiation of the
Administration-Guardianship of the
Faith. This violation of the
Guardianship, that is the heart of the
Administration of the Baha'i Faith, is
condemned by the Second Guardian
of the Faith and all who follow is
violation of the Baha’i Faith are
pronounced by Him to be violators of
the Faith for thus by this action have
they severed themselves from the
Baha'i Religious Faith.

One of the first actions of these
violating Hands of the Cause in this
first Conclave was to decree that no
recorded or written records be taken
of things transpiring in their
Conclaves. At the same time by the
universally passed resolution, all
were to hold in secrecy everything
that transpired in those Conclaves.

The Second Guardian of the Faith,
then in occultation, in the capacity of
a Hand on the Cause and president of
the Baha’i International Council, sat
with the Hands in this Conclave. He
knew at that time that this violation
of the Guardianship was being
perpetrated, but hoping to rectify this
condition through friendly argument
and pacific methods he agreed with
the others, to keep in strict secret
with them from the Baha’i world, all
things that passed between the
Hands of the Faith in their Conclaves
and conferences. For he hoped to be
able to show them their errors and
thus save them from their violation of
the Faith.

Thus two and a half years or
thereabouts of time passed, the while
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he was telling the Hands of their
violation and begging them to
reconsider their stand against the
Guardianship - but all to fail in the
end in this endeavor.

Through his forbearance, the Second
Guardian of the Faith kept this pact
of secrecy with the Hands of the
Cause as long as it was possible to
keep it, hoping that they would have
a change of heart, cast aside their
violations of the Faith and welcome
the advent of the Second Guardian of
the Faith. But when he, the Second
Guardian of the Faith, found that the
violations of the Hands were at the
point of causing irreparable damage
to the Baha'i Faith - then he had to
break with the Hands of the Faith. It
was then necessary to Him to make
his advent as Guardian of the Faith in
order to save the Faith.

Therefore when he announced to the
Baha’i world, Ridvan 117B.E., that
the beloved first Guardian of the
Faith  had during his lifetime
appointed to Him, Mason Remey, the
Second Guardian of the Faith, he -
for the preservation of the Faith -
broke all connections with the
violating Hands of the Faith and now
for the safety of the Faith, he is
telling and explaining to the Baha'i
world the things that the Hands of
the Faith have been perpetrating
against the Faith; namely their
attempt to do away with the
administrative-Guardianship of the
Faith, the foundation of which was
given to the first Guardian of the
Faith and to the Baha'i world in the
will and testament of Abdul Baha
upon which foundation Shoghi Effendi
inaugurated the Administration that
the Hands of the Cause are violating.
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Washington, D. C.
United States of America
Ridvan 117

BAHA’f ERA

BELOVED FRIENDS:

Believers have questioned me as to my
status as President of the Baha’i
International Council, appointed by
The Beloved Guardian Shoghi Effendi,
the First Guardian of the Baha’i Faith.
I take the means of this proclamation,
to the coming annual national
convention to tell all Baha’is exactly
what my position and status is in the
Faith.

The Baha’i people the world around
know that The Beloved Guardian
singled me, Mason Remey, out from
amongst all of the Believers upon earth
to occupy the position of President of
the Baha’i International Council. This
is the only position suggestive of
authority that Shoghi Effendi ever
bestowed upon anyone, the only
special and specific appointment of
authority to any man ever made by
him.

The Beloved Guardian declared the
Baha’i International Council to be the
forerunner of and the first step toward
the establishment of The Universal
House of Justice, and furthermore, that
the Baha’i International Council was
the embryo of The Universal House of

Justice.  which  embryo  would
eventually develop into The Universal
House of Justice.

Although all Baha’is know that I,
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Mason Remey, am the President of the
Baha’i International Council by the
appointment of The Beloved Guardian
Shoghi Effendi, yet many of you may
not know me personally. I have been
living at Haifa much of the time during
these past ten years. My visits to
America being in the summers when I
have done but little travelling among
the Baha’i communities so personally I
may be a stranger to the many recently
registered in the Faith. Therefore, I
will tell you something about myself.

My fore bearers were early American
Colonials of New England in the north
and Virginia in the south. I was
brought up in the Christian Faith as
taught by the Episcopal Church. The
members of this church, as you know,
although always orthodox may be
anything from Catholic upon one hand
to Protestant on the other. While this
church is usually classed as Protestant,
its Prayer Book proclaims it to be "The
Holy Catholic Apostolic Church." My
inheritance was from the Catholic
interpretation of Christianity rather
than from the Protestant attitude.

To the average American, The
Catholic Church usually means Roman
Catholic, but there are other Catholic
communions. In The Holy Land, that is
now my home and has been for these
past ten years, the Ministry of
Religions of Israel lists eleven different
Catholic communions in that country —



Roman, Anglican, Russian, Armenian,
Greek, Greek Orthodox, Coptic, etc.
The Anglican Catholic Persuasion
corresponding to the so called High
Episcopal Church in America.

With this Catholic background it was
the most logical and natural thing in
the world for me to accept the Baha’i
message without question as I did
when I heard it in 1899-1900 from
May Ellis Bolles (later Mrs. Sutherland
Maxwell), because the Holy Catholic
Apostolic Church teaches the Second
Coming of Christ — The Christ to come
manifesting as the Lord of Creation —
the Prince of Peace - coming to
establish "His Kingdom upon Earth as
it is in Heaven."
From New England on the north and
Virginia on the south, my forebears
came into the middle west where | was
bomm in 1874 at a town on the
Mississippi River, two hundred and ten
miles from Chicago, not far distant
from the geographic centre of the
United States, this land that our
Beloved Guardian has called "The
Cradle of the Administration of the
Baha’i Faith." Thus do I introduce
myself to those of you who may know
me but by name only.

As T travel about through the Baha’i
world, the friends ask me many
questions about the life of the believers
in Israel, and in particular about the
Hands of the Faith in The Holy Land?
The Baha’i people are Just curious to
know about things transpiring there
and of how the problems of the Faith
are being handled?

There is some general information that
I can give them that is in no way
confidential but I am not mentioning
anything of a confidential nature to any
Baha’i because as is well known in
Baha’i circles from the first of the
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conclaves of the Hands the majority of
the Hands of the Faith were united in
the opinion that absolutely nothing said
or done in these conclaves be divulged,
disclosed or revealed to any of the
Baha’is outside of the body of the
twenty seven Hands. However, each
Hand of the Faith is not only allowed
but urged to express herself or himself
with perfect freedom within the four
walls of the chamber in which the
Hands are gathered. It is the duty
enjoined upon each of the Hands to
express her or his own convictions to
the Hands when seated in conclave.(A
Conclave, according to the Oxford
Dictionary, is "Any meeting for secret
consultation.")

I, as the President of the International
Council was one of those things that
every Baha’i knows but that Jjust never
happened to be talked about nor even
mentioned in any of the conclaves or in
the conferences of the Hands of the
Faith; therefore, as this subject was
never mentioned, I, having promised
the Hands never to divulge any of their
discussions, proceedings or decisions,
am not breaking faith with them now
by explaining to the believers about
this subject of my Presidentship of the
International Council a subject that
was never even mentioned nor brought
up for discussion by the Hands of the
Faith in any conference that I ever
attended or know anything about.

Before going into the subject of my
Presidency of the International Council
and the stand that [ take in the cause
and explain in this letter, I would
preface my statement by giving in a
few words a picture of the set up of
things in Haifa under the regime of
The Beloved Guardian when all the
members of the Internationa] Council
including the resident Hands lived
there and served the Guardian daily.
Each of us council members were



given instructions by Shoghi Effendi of
what he wanted us to do and we
reported to him as these various

services  were underway  and
completed. The sole authority of all
these operations rested in the

instructions given to each direct from
the Guardian himself, thus as a
council, a functioning body, we never
undertook any services of any nature
whatsoever.

After the appointment of the
International Council, many times one
of the members would come to me
saying, "Mason, you are the President
of the Council, get yourself busy, call a
meeting, you are the President of the
Council, you should take the initiative
to organize this body and do
something." To which my response
was always, "The Guardian of the
Faith appointed the Baha'i
International Council and He will te]]
me what I should do and when I should
call the Council into action."”

The First Guardian of the Faith left this
world without giving me any orders or
instructions whatsoever regarding the
International Council. The Beloved
Guardian gave me no authority to do
anything about the Universal Council
during his lifetime for while He was
living He was the Guardian of the
Faith and as infallibility then was
vested in him and in him only, my
position was then only that of | myself
holding a potential responsibility. But
with the death of Shoghi Effendi, He
no longer being the centre upon earth
of infallibility, I became the acting
President of the International Council
in my own right as President of this
body, thus I came into active command
of the council. Therefore I am now but
assuming the powers that came to me
automatically upon the death of Shoghi
Effendi and that have been mine
exclusively of all others upon earth
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since the death of the First Guardian of
the Faith.

This is the authority I am now
exercising when I refuse to recognize
any interference from anyone in the
affairs of the International Council.
This means from any one at all, person
or persons.

The Hands of the Faith can only
function as protectors of the Faith
when they are serving under the
direction following the commands of
the infallible Guardian of the Faith.
They have no authority vested in
themselves as Hands of the Faith to act
neither in their own capacity nor in any
other capacity, save under the direction
of the living Guardian of the Faith.

The Beloved Guardian chose me to be
the President of the Baha'j
International Council that is according
to his explanation the President of the
Embryonic Universal House of Justice.
Therefore 1 am the President of the
Embryonic Universal House of Justice.
When this August body becomes the
Universal House of Justice, if such
being during my lifetime, I will then be
the President of the First Universal
House of Justice of the Baha’i
Dispensation.

Therefore, inasmuch as The Beloved
Guardian in His Infallibility has thus
placed me in command of the Faith to
protect and to guard the Faith, I can do
nothing but assume my place that he
has given me with all of the
responsibilities, the perquisites and
emoluments that go with this position,
therefore by his infallible orders I now
alone after him command the cause
and guard its integrity.

The delay until now of my calling the
attention of the believers to the
provisions for the protection and the



guarding of the cause, made some
years ago by our Beloved Guardian
when He appointed me to be the
President of the Baha’i International
Council, has given the Hands of the
Faith and the believers of the Faith
ample time to discover for themselves,
had that been possible for them to have
discovered my unique position in the
Faith. But until now no one, other than
I has discovered that such authority
was vested in me by Our Beloved
Guardian. To the moment of my
sending out into the Baha’i world of
this proclamation, I have taken no one
into this confidence — I have stood
single and alone in all the world
guarding the Faith.

That T was to occupy this august
position in The Baha’i Faith that The
Beloved Guardian has chosen me to
occupy, I have definitely known for the
past twelve years more or less, without
ever mentioning it to anyone until very
recently when privately and in secret, I
made this declaration to the Hands of
the Faith in the Holy Land. In this
proclamation statement to you [ am
now declaring my position of
command in the cause to the Believers
here in America, "The Cradle of the
Administration of The Baha’i Fait -
and through this convention to all the
Baha’i World.

In this time of confusion of thought
and purpose that so threatens the
Baha’i world, now is the propitious
moment for me to make the
announcement that I do in this writ. I
cannot delay any longer. All these
plans of the Hands of the Faith for
1963 that are so absorbing and
confusing to the people of the Faith
must be dropped and stopped
immediately. I am the only one who
can command this situation so I have
arisen to do so for I alone in all this
world have been given the authority
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and the power to accomplish this.

Be it understood. I of myself make no
claims for myself. I am but telling and
reminding the Hands of the Faith and
the Baha’is of all the world of the
responsibilities that The Beloved
Guardian placed upon me- as President
of the Baha’i International Council.

It is well known throughout the Baha’i
world and accepted by all Baha’is that
the protection of the Faith and the
propagation of the Faith are special
and particular functions of the Hands
of the Faith, they working and serving
under the direction of the Guardian of
the Faith. It is from and through the
Guardianship that infallibility is vested
and that the Hands of the Faith receive
their orders.

The Program for 1960 as announced
by the Hands of the Faith in their
message to the Baha’i world of
November 4, 1959 signed by twenty
two of the Hands, as well as the same
program announced in their former
messages, so flagrantly violate and
puts to naught the Will and Testament,
the Guardianship, and the
Administration of the Faith that the
Beloved Guardian so laboriously and
painstakingly built up during his long
ministry, that I can no longer condone
such actions upon the part of the Hands
of the Faith.. I have remained silent
now for over two years hoping that
they would give up this destructive
propagandizing but all to no effect so
now it is necessary that I call a halt
upon their activities.

I now command the Hands of the Faith
to stop all of their preparations for
1963 and furthermore I command all
believers both as individual Baha’is
and as assemblies of Baha’is to
immediately cease cooperating with
and giving support to this fallacious



program for 1963.
I have delayed as long as I dare delay
before issuing this command to the
Baha’i world — I, hoping that the
Hands of the Faith would see for
themselves that the will and testament
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd was being violated
and that they would of themselves
abandon their stand. I am standing
single and alone against the entire
Baha’i world but confirmed and
steadfast in my assurance of ultimately
saving the cause from this calamity.
My assurance is based upon the
authority that The Beloved Guardian
gave me as President of the Council,
the authority enabling me to act and
assume command of the Baha’is that
came to me at His death.

It is meet right and timely that I should
make this announcement in this
convention of Baha’is of America
which land the Beloved Guardian
called the "Cradle of the
Administration." I make this call here
and now standing single and alone
before you but fully confident of your
support and cooperation in all Baha’i
matters for you understand the
Administration of the Faith and that I
guard it from all violation and harm.

Because the Beloved Guardian called
America the Cradle of the Baha’i
Administration, the American Baha’is
have a very special and particular
responsibility to which I am calling
them now at this particular time.

I expect the friends in this convention
to consider with prayer and with

thought this declaration addressed to
them that is a declaration to the entire
Baha’i world. I expect them to accept
me without question as their
Commander-in-Chief in all Baha’i
matters and to follow me so long as I
live for I am the Guardian of the Faith
— the Infallible Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith.

The line of the Guardianship of the
Baha’i Faith is unbroken for I have
been the Guardian of the Faith since
the death of the Beloved Guardian
Shoghi Effendi.

At their earliest convenience the
National Assembly of the United
States should communicate with me so
that I can arrange to receive them.
Since they are the first amongst the
National Assemblies to be called into
spiritual  action by me their
responsibilities are very great for I am
calling this American National
Assembly first from all other National
Assemblies of the world to support me
in my command of the Baha’i Cause.

Dearly Beloved Friends, seated in
convention in the land of the Cradle of
the Administration of the Faith, this is
all that I have to tell you now at this
time.

With  much love to you.
Faithfully In El Abh4,
MASON R., GUARDIAN
OF THE BAHA’I FAITH

WHEN THE WORD OF GOD IS DENIED, RESISTED AND EFFORT MADE TO
DESTROY ITS POTENCY, MAN PLACES HIMSELF IN OPPOSITIO TO GOD.
FROM THAT OPPOSITION FLOW THE WARS AND REVOLUTION WHICH
BECOME AN INSTRUMENT BY WHICH A NON-BELIEVING GENERATION

INFLICT DIRE PUNISHMENT UPON ITSELF.

Horace Holley
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Rear-Admiral
GEORGE COLLIER REMEY,
United States Navy

(Taken for the most part from Who’s who in America, 1926-27)

George Collier Remey was born in
Burlington, lowa, August 10th, 1841, the
second son of William Butler Remey (of
the line of the French Hugenot refugee
Jacob Remey, who landed in Virginia in
1654) and his wife Eliza Smith Howland
(of the line of Mayflower Pilgrim Father
John Howland. He entered the United
States Naval Academy at Annapolis in
1855 and graduated as one of the five
honour men of the class of 1859. He
married Mary Josephine  Mason,
daughter of Chief Justice Charles Mason
of lIowa, and his wife Angelica Gear, on
July 8™ 1873. He was appointed
Midshipman June 9, 1859, and promoted
through grades to Rear-Admiral,
November 22, 1898, and was retired
August 10 1903. He served on the USS
Hartford, East India Squadron, 1859-61;
on the USS Canandaigua, 1863;
participated in siege of Yorktown;
engagement with Confederates at White
House Landing Pamunky River, June 29
1862; engagements with batteries on
Sullivans Island, SC; engagement of
Battery Wagner, August 17 1863;
commanded naval battery on Morris
[sland, August 23 — September 8 1863,
bombardments of Forts Sumter and
Gregg; commanded a division of boats
in night attack on Fort Sumter,
September 8 1863, and was taken
prisoner; spent 13 months in Columbia
Jail and Libby prison, and was
exchanged as a prisoner of war,
November 15, 1864. He served on the
USS Mohongo, 1865-67; at the US
Naval Academy 1867-69; on the USS
Sabine, 1869-70; on an expedition to
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Tehuantepec, 1870-71; at the US Naval
Observatory at Washington DC, 1871-
72; on the USS Worcester, 1872-73; in
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 1874-
76; he commanded the USS Enterprise,
1877-78; was torpedo instructor at the
US War College at Newport, Rhode
Island, 1878; on duty in the Bureau of
Yards and Docks; 1879-81; was attached
to the USS Flagship Lancaster, 1881-83;
stationed at the Navy Yard, Washington,
1884-86; Captain of the Navy Yard at
Norfolk, VA, 1886-89; commanded the
USS Charleston, 1889-92; Captain of the
Navy Yard, Portsmouth, NH, 1892-95;
member Naval Examining and Retiring
Boards, 1895-96; commanded the Navy
Yard, Portsmouth, NH, 1896-98, 1898-
1900; commanded the Base of Naval
Operations at Key West, Fla., 1898,
during war with Spain; and was
Commander-in-Chief of the Asiatic
Squadrons, 1900-1902, during the
Philippine Insurrection and Boxer War
in China. In 1902 he was appointed
Chairman of the Lighthouse Board,
which post he held until his retirement in
1903. Rear-Admiral Remey was for
several years the oldest officer of the
Navy and the ranking officer retired.
After his retirement Admiral and Mrs.
Remey spent their winters in
Washington DC and their summers in
Newport, RI. He died in Washington
DC, February 10, 1928, survived by his
wife and five children. Named in his
honour was the destroyer the USS
Remey that had a distinguished record
on the Pacific in World War II.



Charles Mason

Of Washington, DC and Burlington, Iowa.

Charles Mason, the third and
youngest son of Chauncey
Mason and his wife Esther
Dodge, was born in Pompey,
Onondaga County, New York,
October 24 1804. He graduated
from the United States Military
Academy at West Point at the
head of the class of 1829, in
which class are noted officers,
who later fought on both sides
in the War Between the States;
Among them was General
Robert E. Lee. Two years later,
Charles Mason resigned from
the Army, studied Law, traveled
and prospected in the Western
States, and eventually settled in
Burlington, Iowa. In 1838, he
was appointed First Chief Justice
of the Territory of Iowa, which
office  he held until his
resignation in 1847. From 1853
to 1857 he was United States
commissioner of Patents at
Washington. During his tenure
of office, he became the first
head of a government
department in Washington to
give regular office employment
to a woman, when he chose
Miss Clara Barton to be his
official secretary, contending
that if a woman’s work equaled
that of a man, she should have
a man’s pay. Thus he
established a precedent none
providing positions for
thousands of women.
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To the founding and
development of law and order in
Iowa Charles Mason devoted
much time and energy. As the
inscription on the tablet to his
memory, located the Old State
House at Iowa City testifies, he
was a ‘'Pioneer in establishing
law in the Territory of Iowa” and
‘Principle architect of the First
Code of Laws of Iowa.’

The last twenty years of his life
were spent largely in the study
and promotion of questions of
public welfare, upon which he
lectured and wrote much for
publication. He was among the
pioneer advocates of
temperance in the United
States. Some of his articles
thereon are incorporated in the
series of his diaries, now
preserved of Iowa. He traveled
widely in this country and
abroad, dividing his time
principally between Burlington,
Iowa, in the summer and the
City of Washington, where he
usually spent the winter. He
died at his home at Burlington
on February 25, 1882, survived
by his daughter, Mary Josephine
Mason Remey, the wife of
George Collier Remey (later
Rear-Admiral), United States
Navy.



Charles Mason Remey

Son of George Collier and
Mary Josephine (Mason) R.;
student Cornell U., 1893-96;
Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris,
1896-1903;  traveled in
Europe and the Orient;
Architecte Dipléme, par le
Gouvernment Francais;
married Mrs. Gertrude Heim
Klemm, July 11, 1931 (dec.

Aug. 1932). Instr.
architecture George
Washington U., 1906-08,

asst. prof., 1908-10; studied
Oriental architecture; lecture

tour around the world;
architect for structures in
Modern Israel; apptd. to

design Baha’i temples to be
built upon Mt. Carmel, Israel,

Teheran, Irna; architect
Baha’i temples Kampala,
Africa, Sydney, Australia,

Baha’i archives building at
Mt. Carmel; past president of
Internat. Baha’i  Council.
Patron in perpetuity Met.
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Mus. Art. Mem. Imperial
Order of Dragon, Mil. Order
Fgn. Wars of U.S., Mil
Order of Carabao, Mil. Order
of Dragon, Naval Order of
U.S., Soc. Mayflower Descs,
S.R., Gen. Soc. Colonial
Wars, Hugenot Soc. Am.,
Mil. Order Loyal Legion of
U.S., S.A.R., Naval and Mil.
Order Spanish-Am. War,
Order Founders and Patriots
of Am., Soc. Descs. Colonial
Clergy, Ancient and Hon.
Arty. Co., Soc. Am. Wars
U.S., Am. Peace Soc. (dir.),
Naval Hist. Foundation of
United States, Vets, Fgn.
Wars, Pilgrim John Howland
Society, Clubs: Cosmos
(Wash.); Chevy  Chase;
French Alpine; Swiss Alpine.
Author various publs. on
architecture and activities of
Baha’i World Faith. Address:
Florence, Italy.
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The Will and Testament of Charles Mason Remey
The Second Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
Appointing his successor

In the Most Holy Name Al Baha

I, the second Guardian of the Baha’i Faith hereby appoint Donald Harvey at my death to be
my successor, the third Guardian of the Faith.

Signed

Mason Remey
May 23 1967
Florence, Italy

P.S. May the Spirit of El Abha ever protect this line of Spiritual descent from ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Center of Covenant of El Baha. C.M.R.
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* This Will of the 2nd Guardian of the Baha’i Faith was translated from the English text into
Persian language by E.S. Yazdani.
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The Will and Testament of Donald A. Harvey
The Third Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
Appointing his Successor

To all the Believers, Servants and Handmaids of the Universal Faith and
Revelation of Baha’u’llah:

By this writ in my own handwriting I, Donald Alphonse Harvey, presently
residing at 5, rue Lavasier, 75008 Paris, France and presently being the Third
Guardian of the Universal Faith and Revelation of Baha’u’llah until my soul is
called from this earth, do appoint and designate Mr. Jacque SOGHOMONIAN,
presently residing at 27, place Sebastopol, 13004 Marseille, France, as his
successor as Fourth Guardian of the Universal Faith and Revelation of
Baha’u’llah. This writ is thus being made by virtue of the Explicit Text of the
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’, in compliance with all prescription found

in it.

Rougemont, near Montbard, Co’te d’or, in France, this day of Saturday,
November 17, year 1984 AD,

Signed Donald A. Harvey
Third Guardian
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*This Will of the third Guardian of the Baha’i Faith was translated from the English text
into Persian language by E.S. Yazdani.
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LETTER TO MR. HUGH
CHANCE THEN A MEMBER
OF THE SO CALLED
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF
JUSTICE

By E.S. Yazdani

Mr Hugh Chance
C/0 P.O. Box 155
Haifa, Israel

My dearly beloved friend, Mr. H.
Chance, Allah’u’Abha

It was a great pleasure for me to meet
you on the eve of the ninth day of
Ridvan in Wagga Wagga, New South
Wales. It was a great night; we
celebrated the anniversary of the Public
Declaration of Baha’u’llah in the garden
of Ridvan in 1863. 1 look forward to
celebrating this occasion with the people
of the world, when Baha’u’llah’s
message is accepted by the people of the
planet Earth.

I was transferred to Cootamundra to
work at the District Office of the Public
Works Department. 1 accidentally met
Mr. Jim Crondal, an employee of the
same office. During our conversation we
both found out we are Baha’is. This
made us very happy, for there are only a
few believers in this area. He and his
wife invited me to the meeting and I did
not want to miss meeting you, so I
accepted their kind invitation. We drove
over 100 km to celebrate Ridvan
together. In the meeting, | promised to
send you a letter.
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This letter was written at 85 Sutton
Street., Cootamundra, NSW, in response
to your comments made at the Ridvan
meeting in Wagga Wagga, NSW, in May
1987 while I was transferred to work at
District Office of Public Works
Department of state of NSW from April
21 to July 1, 1987. It is a great pleasure
to share with you the following thoughts.

From my childhood I remember how I
was persecuted by Muslim people in my
homeland Iran. Sometimes they attacked
our family in Sarvestan when I was a
child and forced them to migrate to
Shiraz and settle 1 or 2 km away from
the house of the Bab, sometimes forcing
me out of school. Another time they
fractured my head, and we endured other
types of prosecutions that you already
know are still going on against my
family and other innocent people in Iran.

However, one type of hostility from this
group deepened my understanding of the
Beloved Faith and caused me to question
the validity of the Faith and its
institutions, and I thank them very much
for this. As our beloved Guardian states:

“Such incidents we should regard as the
interposition of Providence, designed to
Jfortify our faith, to clarify our vision and
to deepen our understanding of the
essentials of His Divine Revelation.”
Indeed, if we deepen ourselves and
understand the principles and writings of
the guardian and have faith in them, no
one can deceive and influence us either
by action or by manipulation of words.

However, I would like to touch on some
of the points you mentioned in the
meeting. You mentioned that a believer
should teach the Faith, read materials
written by non-Baha’is, pay
Huquq’u’llah, and deepen himself or
herself in the covenant of Baha’u’llah.



You made strong emphasis to pay
Huquq’w’llah and study the covenant,
and you mentioned the covenant of
Baha'u'llah. This caused the writings of
Baha'u'llah, ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a, and Shoghi
Effendi, such as the book of covenant,
the Will and Testament, The
Dispensation of Baha'w'llah, and other
materials related to the covenant the and
the administrative order, to pass through
my mind. I compared them with our
thoughts as well as writings published
and discussed in the meetings after the
death of the beloved guardian Shoghi
Effendi on 4 November 1957.

We say and encourage the believers to
believe that Shoghi Effendi is the first
and last guardian of the Faith, based on
the fact that he did not have a physical
son and all the branches were either dead
or covenant breakers. Based on this we
say Shoghi Effendi could not appoint
any other person to succeed him. At the
same time we do not bring to the
attention of the believers the contents of
the Will and  Testament, The
Dispensation of Baha'u'llah, and other
materials related to the continuation of
guardianship mentioned in ‘Abdu’l-
Bah’a and Shoghi Effendi’s writings. Let
us review the related verses in
connection to the guardianship, the
institution that we have assumed is
terminated. We say “There being no
successor to Shoghi Effendi as guardian
of the Cause of God...” The writings,
however, do not support our claim.

As we already know, Baha'u'llah is the
promised one of all ages. With his
declaration, God fulfilled his promise to
all mankind. After Baha'u'llah’s passing,
the book of covenant was opened and in
it ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a was appointed to
succeed the blessed Beauty. ‘Abdu’l-
Bah’a became the Centre of the
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Covenant and the true interpreter of the
words revealed by Baha'u'llah.

The institution of the guardianship
foretold by Baha'u'llah in the Kitab-i-
Aghdas was fully described and
established in ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a’s Will and
Testament. The duties of the guardian
were fully outlined in the Baha'i
Dispensation: he was appointed the
permanent head of the Universal House
of Justice (UHJ), sole interpreter of the
Revealed words, and Recipient of
Huquq'u'llah. The guardian was further
directed in the Will and Testament to
appoint his successor in his own
lifetime.

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a states:

“O ye beloved of the lord It is incumbent
upon_the guardian of the Cause of God
to_appoint in his own life-time him that
shall _become _his _successor, _that
differences may not arise after his
passing. He that is appointed must
manifest in himself detachment from all
worldly things, must be the essence of
purity, must show in himself the fear of
God, knowledge, wisdom and learning.
Thus, should the first-born of the
guardian of the Cause of God not
manifest in himself the truth of the
words:—"“The child is the secret essence
of its sire,” that is, should he not inherit
of the spiritual within him (the guardian
of the Cause of God) and his glorious
lineage not be matched with a goodly
character, then must he, the guardian of
the Cause of God) choose another
branch to succeed him.”

Shoghi Effendi had to appoint in his own
lifetime his successor. The appointed
guardian had to be his son or “another
branch.” Shoghi Effendi had no physical
son and in fact, he had no children. Let
us study several verses of Baha'u'llah



and ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a’s  writings to
understand the true meaning of “another
branch” and see if “branch” is limited to
physical relatives of Baha'u'llah, or if
“another branch” refers to all believers
in the Baha'i faith.

Baha'u'llah defines the meaning of
“branch” in a Tablet addressed to an
individual. He states:

“Since the believers and the loved ones
[of God] are like unto branches and
leaves of this Holy Tree [Baha'u'llah]
therefore whatever befalls upon the
original Stock will also befall upon
branches, twigs, and leaves"
(Baha'u'llah, Al'vah-i-moba'rakeh, 343)

In this verse Baha'u'llah states that all
believers in him are branches and
“branch” is not limited to blood
relatives. ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in several tables
leaves no doubt that branch refers to all
believers that are sincere believers in
Baha'u'llah. In particular ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a
explains that sonship is divided into two:
physical and spiritual. The first is made
of elements and the latter is of spirit. His
words follow:

"The line of descendants is divided into
two kinds. One is the physical
descendants, and the other spiritual.

One is born of water and earth, and the
other is born of soul and heart."

(‘Abdvu’l-Bah’a, Maidiy-i-Asmani, Vol.
5, 161)

Regarding the same subject, the
following verses may be meditated
upon:

“The branches (aghsaan) are not limited
fo certain individuals, they have
succession."

(Abdvw’l-Bah’a, Ma'idiy-i-Asmani, Vol.
2,76)
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“Verily, God told Prophet Noah
explicitly, “Indeed, he [your son] is not
of your family; for his conduct is
unrighteous."”

"[Prophet Abraham asked God] of my
descendants? [God] said, My covenant
does not include the wrongdoers.”

“Truly, the material elements and the
earthly natures are not taken into
consideration nor they are related to it
[spiritual descendants].

“Indeed, it is acknowledged in a goodly
character not within the lineage...." He
[God] brings the living out of the dead
and brings the dead out of the living
“and whosoever sets a limitation for
God's grace and His glorious bounties,
such a man is in error and
transgression.”

“In truth, God is able to do the
extraordinary things and reveal signs
and wonders..." He selects for His mercy
whom He wills. (Maka'tib of
‘Abdu’l-Bah’a, Vol. 1, 6 — 11).

e “fear not if this branch be
severed from this material world
and cast its leaves; nay, the
leaves thereof shall flourish, for
this branch will grow after it is
cut off from this world below, it
shall reach the loftiest pinnacles
of glory, and it shall bear such
fruits as will perfume the world
with their fragrance.”

e Consider “The Divine Gardener
cuts off the dry or weak branch
from the good tree and grafts to it
a branch from another tree. He
both separates and unites.”

e Consider this text of the New
Testament: “The brothers of his
holiness Christ, came to him and




said: These are your brothers. He
answered that his brothers were
those who believed in God, and
refused to associate with his own
brothers.”

e “Likewise Qurratu’l-Ayn...
when she believed in God and
was attracted to the Divine
Breaths, she forsook her two
eldest sons, although they were
her two oldest children, because
they did not become believers,
and thereafter did not meet them.
She said: ‘All the friends of God
are my children, but these two
are not. I will have nothing to do
with them.”

Shoghi Effendi, in the translation of the
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a,
translates the term “another branch” in
the ordinary English usage of the word
“branch” and not in its capital form
“Branch.” It is true that neither the
Arabic nor Persian language contain any
capital letters, but there are capitals in
the English language. Shoghi Effendi,
whom we all accept as the interpreter of
the Holy writings, left no ambiguity that
the term “another branch” does apply to
any category of people. To our
understanding, the translations of the
Holy writings by the Guardian are
indeed a form of interpretation. “Another
branch” is not a proper noun; it is a
common noun, is it not?

Continuation of the guardianship in the
Baha'i Dispensation is supported by
‘Abdu’l-Bah’a and Shoghi Effendi in
their writings. A study of the Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a leads us to
believe that the line of guardians in the
Baha'i Faith cannot be broken. Shoghi
Effendi states:

“It must be also clearly understood by
every believer that the institution of the
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Guardianship does not under any
circumstances abrogate, or even in the
slightest degree detract from the power
granted to the Universal House of Justice
by Baha'u'llah in the Kitab-i-Aghdas,
and repeatedly and solemnly confirmed
by ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in his Will. It does not
constitute in any manner a contradiction
to the Will and Writing of Baha'u'llah,
nor does it nullify any of his revealed
instructions. It enhances the prestige of
that exalted assembly, stabilizes its
supreme position, safeguards its unity,
and assures the continuity of its labours,
without presuming in the slightest to
infringe upon the inviolability of its
clearly-defined sphere of jurisdiction...”
[Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of
Baha’u’llah Selected Letters, Page 8]

Shoghi Effendi directed the believer to
build the Seat of the Guardian (house)
together with the Seat of the Universal
House of Justice and the Seat of the
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land a
few years before he left this world
forever. In a letter to the Eastern Baha’is
in relation to the interpretation of the
Tablet of Carmel, dated 111 of Baha'i
era, he writes:

"The Ark of the laws and its proceeding
is referred to the Divine Court of Justice,
that in reality, it is the Seat of
Legislation [the Universal House of
Justice], a division of the Baha'i World
Administrative Center on this Holy
Mountain. It will be located in a special
building in the vicinity of the
International Archives that is now the
time for its construction. Near to these
two august, high ranking structures,
another edifice is the Seat of the
Guardianship, which is the Center of
interpretation, elucidation, and
explanation of the revealed laws [of
Baha'u'llah]; also, it is an aid,
complementary to the Legislative Body,
and will gradually be



established. Adjacent to these three
structures will be added one more
building, serving as a Teaching Center,
and specified to be the Seat of the Hands
of the Cause of God that in accordance
with the explicit text of the Will and
Testament are given the duties of the
protection and propagation of the Cause
of God and safeguarding the unity of Its
adherents." (source)

If the line of guardians was over, why
would Shoghi Effendi ask the believers
to build a home for him (future
guardians)?

Keeping the above two points in mind:
1) that the line of Guardians in the
Baha'i Faith cannot be broken, and 2)
“another branch” refers to all believers
in Baha'u'llah in accordance and
harmony with the Holy Writings, let us
examine what Shoghi Effendi did in his
own lifetime regarding his most
important duty, the appointment of his
Successor.

Shoghi Effendi did not nominate in very
clear language his successor, but the
following facts are found in the writings
of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a and Shoghi Effendi.

The beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi,
in a November 1929 letter, announced
that the appointment of the Hands of the
Cause, the connection of the Baha'i
community to the world communities,
formation of international conferences,
etc., all depends on the formation of the
Universal House of Justice. These are
his words in the Persian language:

"O ye beloved of the Lord!
Appointment of the Hands of the Cause,
authorization and enforcement of the
sacred revealed laws of the Faith,
enactment of the secondary laws which
are not explicitly recorded in God's
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Book [The Kitab-i-Aqdas ], convocation
of the International Baha'i Conference,
linking the Baha'i Community to various
societies such as, scientific, cultural,
religious, and of human welfare; all are
dependent and conditioned by the
establishment of the Universal House of
Justice in the neighborhood of the sacred
Shrines, in the Holy Land. For this
exalted body is the source of all
activities and execution of the affairs of
the Baha'is. Also, it is an aid and the
focal point that this humble servant [
Shoghi Effendi ] needs to turn to."
(Shoghi Effendi, letter of November 27,
1929)

The first group of the Hand of the Cause
was appointed on 24 December 1951. As
he promised, it would be necessary for
him to form the Universal House of
Justice before the appointment of the
Hands.

He did, in fact, on 9 January 1951,
before the appointment of the Hands,
form the embryo of the Universal House
of Justice. On the same day the
following cablegram was sent to the
Baha'i world:

“Proclaim National Assemblies of East
and West weighty epoch making
decision of  formation of  first
International Baha'i Council, forerunner
of supreme administrative _institution
destined to emerge in fullness of time
within precincts beneath shadow of
World Spiritual Centre of Faith already
established in twin cities of ‘Akk’a and
Haifa. Fulfilment of prophecies uttered
by Founder of Faith and Centre of His
Covenant culminating in establishment
of Jewish State, signalizing birth after
lapse of two thousand years of an
independent nation in the Holy Land, the
swift unfoldment of historic undertaking
associated  with  construction  of




superstructure of the Bab’s Sepulchre on
Mount Carmel, the present adequate
maturity of nine vigorously functioning
national  administrative  institutions
throughout the Baha'i world, combine to
induct me to arrive at this historic
decision making most significant
milestone in evolution of administrative
order of the Faith of Baha'u'llah in
course of last thirty years. Nascent
Institution now created is invested with
threefold function: first, to forge link
with authorities of newly emerged State;
second, to assist me to discharge
responsibilities involved erection of
mighty superstructure of the Bab’s Holy
Shrine; third, to conduct negotiations
related to matters of personal status with
civil authorities. To _these will be added
further functions in course of evolution
of this first embryonic International
Institution, making its development into
officially recognised Baha'i Court, its
transformation into duly elected body, its
efflorescence into Universal House of
Justice, and its final fruition through
erection of  manifold auxiliary
institutions  constituting the World
Administrative Centre destined to arise
and function and remain permanently
established in close neighbourhood of
Twin Holy Shrines. Hail with thankful,
joyous heart at long last the constitution
of International Council which history
will acclaim as the greatest event
shedding lustre upon second epoch of
Formative Age of Baha'i Dispensation
potentially  unsurpassed by  any
enterprise undertaken since inception of
Administrative _Order of Faith on
morrow of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a’s Ascension,
ranking second only to  glorious
immortal  events  associated  with
ministries of the Three Central Figures
of Faith in course of First Age of most
glorious  Dispensation _of the five
thousand century Baha'i cycle. Advice
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publicise announcement through Public
Relations Committee.

On 2 March 1951, the Guardian sent
another cablegram to the Baha'i world.
In this cablegram Shoghi Effendi
appointed Charles Mason Remey as the
President of the embryo of the Universal
House of Justice. The cablegram reads:

“Greatly welcome assistance of the
newly formed International Council,
particularly its president, Mason Remey,
and its Vice President, Amelia Collins,
through  contact with  authorities
designed to spread the fame, consolidate
the foundation and widen the scope of
influence emanating from the twin
spiritual, administrative World Centres
permanently fixed in the Holy Land
constituting the midmost heart of the
entire planet.”

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in Some Answered

Questions writes:

“... the embryo possesses from the first
all perfection, such as the spirit the
mind, the sight, the smell, the taste — in
one word, all the powers but they are not
visible and become so only by degrees.”
(source)

The centre of Covenant in His Will and
Testament states:

“By this body (Universal House of
Justice) all problems are to be resolved
and the guardian of the Cause of God is
its sacred head and the distinguished
member for life of that body.”

Let us summarise the facts that I have
outlined so far:

e ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in his Will and
Testament made it the duty of the
guardian to appoint his successor



e “another branch” was defined by
Baha'u'llah to refer to all the
believers in Him

e Shoghi Effendi could appoint any
believer to be his successor

e Shoghi Effendi in 1929 promised
the formation of the Universal
House of Justice before the
appointment of the Hands of the
Cause

e On 9 January 1951 the embryo of
the Universal House of Justice
was formed by Shoghi Effendi. It
became “the greatest event . . .
since inception of administrative
order . . . ranking second only to
glorious immortal events
associated with Ministries of the
Three Central figure of the Faith
in Course of First Age of most
glorious Dispensation of the five
thousand century Baha'i cycle...”

e On 2 March 1951 C. M. Remey
was appointed President of
embryo of Universal House of
Justice

e ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in his Will and
Testament  states that the
Guardian is the Head of the
Universal House of Justice and
the head of the Universal House
of Justice is the Guardian.

In Ridvan 117 Baha'i Era (April 1960),
C. M. Remey sent his proclamation to
the Baha'is of the United States of
America. Based on his appointment as
President of the embryonic Universal
House of Justice, C. M. Remey in his
proclamation states “...The line of the
Guardianship of the Baha'i Faith is
unbroken for I have been the Guardian
of the Faith since the death of the
Beloved Shoghi Effendi...” (I received a
“strange mail” several years ago. In the
mail was a copy of the Proclamation. I
did not send the “strange mail” to the
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NSA as the believers had been directed
to do, without opening the mail}

Now! Has Shoghi Effendi appointed his
successor in his own lifetime? Or has he
left the Ark of the Cause of God on a
stormy ocean without a Captain? Has he
left this world without the Divine Judge?
We should have answers for these
questions.

How can we ignore all the above
mentioned verses and at the same time
be firm in His Covenant? How?

How can we reject all of the above
divine verses and yet accept the
following? “Prior to his passing in 1957
Shoghi Effendi appointed twenty-seven
Hands of the Cause of God charged with
the propagation and protection of the
Faith. Through their efforts with the
election of the first Universal House of
Justice was called in April 1963. . . in
accordance with the provision of
Writings of Baha’u’llah.” We say that
we have the Infallible Universal House
of Justice and this body is the judge for
the people of the world. We also know
that the Hands of the Cause are fallible
and are subject to human emotion. The
questions are: How can the fallible
Hands of the Cause create an infallible
Universal House of Justice? How can the
creation be better than its creator? How
can the painting be better than the
painter? How? How appropriate is the
Persian Poem:

"Given unto thee no creative essence!
How can thou become creative in
essence?

A dry air which lacks water!

Worthy not of bringing forth water"

We have read the writings of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah’a regarding the infallibility of the
Universal House of Justice. In Some
Answered Questions he explains that



there are three kinds of infallibilities (as
I can understand and/or comprehend it):
Supreme infallibility Acquired
infallibility and Conferred infallibility.
Baha'u'llah possesses Supreme
infallibility. The second form of
infallibility refers to Guardians of the
Faith and the last refers to the Universal
House of Justice. In accordance with the
Will and Testament, the Guardian is the
permanent head of the Universal House
of Justice. Because of this, the Universal
House of Justice becomes infallible.
Shoghi Effendi left no doubt of this fact.
He states in the Persian language:

”The believers will erect the mighty
stronghold of the Universal House of
Justice before the eye of the people
despite ofthe opposition by the
relentless enemies of the Faith. When
they [the believers] successfully achieve
this objective, the greatest wish of our
Lord will be fulfilled. Any institution
that is not established in accordance with
the Divine Order, not in conformity with
the principles and the conditions
recorded in the Holy Writings. as it is
required for this august institution,
consequently such an institution is void
of credential, deprived of spiritual
station, and forbidden to have any right
to legislate and enact laws and
ordinances which are not explicitly
recorded in the Holy Writings. It
also lacks the essential qualities and the
Divine _ confirmation." (underline is
author’s)

(Shoghi Effendi, extracted from a letter,
dated 1925)

Dear Mr. Hugh Chance, if we build up
our present administration to absolute
perfection, we will have a body without
a soul. The Guardian writes:

“Should we build up the administrative
order to a point of absolute perfection
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but at the same time allow it to be
hampered or disconnected from the
Channels within through which channels
the Holy Spirit of the Cause pours forth,
we would have nothing more than a
perfect body out of touch with and cut
off from the finer promptings of the soul
or spirit.”

Rejecting the continuation of the line of
Guardians, we have nothing but a body
without a soul.

Another point you mentioned in the
meeting was the payment of
Huqquq’uv’llah by the believers. In fact
in the last few years the believers have
been educated to pay their
Huqquq’v’llah. The recent booklet in
Persian on Huqquq'w’llah is a
compilation of writing on the subject.
Unfortunately the administration failed
to quote an important verse of the Will
and Testament that says: “It is to be
offered (Huqquq’u’llah) through the
Guardian of the Cause of God. . . .” The
Guardian according to the Will and
Testament is the sole recipient of
Huqquq’v’llah and nobody else is given
the right to receive it.

As the name suggests, Huqquq’u’llah is
the right of God. It is given to his
representative  who is the Guardian.
When we assume the termination of
Guardianship, how can we change the
writing and try to get what does not
belong to us? It is given solely to the
Guardian and he is given the right to use
it as he wishes. When we know
Huqquq’w’llah is referred to the
Guardian of the Cause, how can we
change the verse of the Will and
Testament to “Further, there devolve
upon it (Universal House of Justice) the
duties of directing the work of the Hands
of the Cause... and of providing for the




receipt and disbursement of

Hugqug'u’llah?”

My dearly beloved friend Mr. Hugh
Chance, you mentioned in the meeting to
study the writings and become firm in
the Covenant. How can we become firm
in the Covenant while we ignore the
above firm and inarguable verses? How
can we invite the believers to be firm in
the Covenant while we say the
Guardianship is ended with the death of
Shoghi Effendi? Were we not told by
Shoghi Effendi that a true believer
should recognise “the station of the
forerunner, the Author and the True
Exemplar of the Baha'i cause, as set in
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Testament, unreserved
acceptance of, and submission to,
whatsoever has been revealed by their
pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to
every clause of our Beloved’s Sacred
Will. . . . ”? How can we have double
standards? How? How can we satisfy
our conscience?

If we follow the Hands’ version of the
Covenant, we are considered to be firm
in the Covenant and everybody pays his
or her respect. If someone starts to study
the Covenant and learns the contents of
the Will and Testament, The
Dispensation of Baha'u'llah, and other
material related to the Administration
Order, he is picked up by the informers
in our community. He is reported to
higher levels of the Administration and
new types of persecutions start; that is
psychological persecutions. The first
thing is to discredit him in the
community and accuse him of being an
enemy of the Faith, a Covenant breaker,
etc. It does not take very long before he
finds himself without relatives and
friends to turn to. This type of
persecution is carried out against him
without him realising what is happening
to him. He is never given a chance to
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defend himself, suffering in silence is
the result for the victim.

We have declared many believers to be
Covenant breakers. We did so without
having the slightest right to do so. The
Guardian states it is the sole right of the
Guardian of the Faith to declare a person
a Covenant Breaker. In Persian he states:

"Expulsion and excommunication of the
individuals from the Cause of God ... are
part of the authorities of the Guardian
namely the spiritual head of the Baha'i
Community.”

(Neza'mat-e-Baha'i, 85)

"Reinstatement of the former

covenant breakers is also one of the
duties of the Guardian of the Faith. "
(Akh'bar-e-Am’ri, No. 106)

How can we be so unjust to declare a
person to be a violator of the covenant
without having the right to do so? How?
How can we be so cruel? Is this not the
same as the Muslim people do against
our dear friends in Iran?

At the present time, the believers in the
Baha'i Faith are divided into two
separate groups. One group, which is the
majority, follows the Hands of the Faith
doctrine that there is no Guardian after
Shoghi Effendi. The other group, which
is the minority, follows C. M. Remey as
their second Guardian. They say the line
of Guardians is not broken and it will
continue in the Dispensation of
Baha'u'llah until the next manifestation
of God appears after at least one
thousand years has elapsed. It seems to
me that the Baha'i Faith is already
divided into different sects and I pray to
God He forgives us if we failed to see
the Truth.



If those who believe in the continuation
of the line of Guardians are right, and
indeed C. M. Remey was the second
Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, we have
committed an unforgivable mistake. This
means that the Hands of the Faith have
failed to recognise the Truth. They
dragged themselves and other believers
into waywardness. They have created the
foundation  for  further religious
persecution, as the Baha'i Faith will be
divided into different sects and it will
not accomplish its main purpose, which
is the unity of mankind. New
generations will remember us as the
most unfaithful ones that have betrayed
Baha'u'llah.

My dear friend, please read the above in
the Mansion of Baha'u'llah and meditate
upon it and remember Baha'u'llah’s
statement in the Kitab-i-Iqan:

“It is evident unto thee that the Birds of
Heaven and Doves of Eternity speak a
twofold language. One language. the
outward language, is devoid of allusions,
is unconcealed and unveiled; that it may
be a guiding lamp and beaconing light
whereby wayfarers may attain the
heights of holiness, and seekers may
advance into the realm of eternal
reunion. Such are the unveiled traditions
and the evident verses already
mentioned. The other language is veiled
and concealed, so that whatever lieth
hidden in the heart of the malevolent
may be made manifest and their
innermost being be disclosed. Thus hath
S’adiq, son of Muhammad, spoken “God
verily will test them and sift them. This
is the divine standard; this is the
Touchstone of God wherewith He
proveth His servants. None
apprehendeth the meaning of these
utterances except them whose hearts are
assured, whose souls have found favour
with God, and whose minds are detached

from all else but Him. In such
utterances, the literal meaning, as
generally understood by the people, is
not what hath been intended.”
(underlining is author’s)

To end this letter I leave you with these
verses from Hidden Words:

“O friends that the favour is complete,
the argument fulfilled, the proof
manifest and the evidence established.
Let it now be seen what your endeavours
in the path of detachment will reveal . .
.” Dear friend BE JUST. As Baha'u'llah
says, “The best beloved of all things in
My sight is justice; turn not away there
from if thou desirest Me . . .”

I hope this letter finds you well and
happy. I am looking forward to receiving
your reply.

With Baha'i love,

Your very true friend

E.S. Yazdani

[This letter was posted on 8 April 1988.
Mr. H. Chance acknowledged its receipt]



The so called Universal
House of Justice is
requested to provide
convincing answers
supported by the Writings,
to the questions set below

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states “By this body [the
legitimate Universal House of
Justice] all the difficult problems are
to be resolved and the guardian of
the Cause of God is its sacred head
and the distinguished member for
life of that body.”

Question: How can a body, without its
distinguished member, that is the
guardian as its head, be Universal
House of Justice?

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states “Should any of the
members commit a sin, injurious to the
common weal, the guardian of the
Cause of God hath at its own discretion
the right to expel him, whereupon the
people must elect another one in his
stead.”

Question: Who has the right to expel a
person from the so called Universal
House of Justice where there is no
guardian as its head? Changing this
verse of the Will and Testament to:
“Should any member of the Universal
House of Justice commit a sin
injurious to the common weal, he may
be dismissed from membership by the
Universal House of Justice.” Is not this
a clear violation of the Writings?

Shoghi effendi in Dispensation of
Baha’u’llah  state: “Though the
guardian of the Faith has been made
the permanent head of the so august a
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body he can never, even temporarily,
assume the right of exclusive
legislation. He cannot override the
decision of the majority of the fellow-
members, but is bond to insist upon a
reconsideration by them of any
enactment he conscientiously believes
to conflict with the meaning and to
depart from the spirit of Baha’v’llah’s
revealed utterances.”

Question: Who has the right, in the so
called Universal House of Justice, to
insist upon a reconsideration of an
enactment that conflicts with the
Writings?

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states: “The Hands of the
Cause must be nominated and
appointed by the guardian of the Cause
of God... This body of the Hands of
the Cause is under the direction of the
guardian of the Cause of God.”

Questions: Under whom did the
Hands of the Cause take directions
from, after the first guardian left this
world? Were their actions legal? Did
the Hands violate the Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah’a? Ending
this divinely established institution of
the Hands of the Cause and
establishing a new institution of
Continental Board of Councillor, is
this not a clear violation of the
Writings?

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states: Huqquq’uw’llah “is to
be offered through the guardian of the
Cause of God....”

Question: Who has the right to receive
Huqquq’w’llah in the absence of the
guardian in the so called Universal
House of Justice?



The first guardian Shoghi Effendi
states:
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Question: Is not expelling a person
from the community, as a covenant
breaker, by the so called Universal
House of Justice against the Writing?

‘Abdw’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states: “It is incumbent
upon the guardian of the Cause of
God to appoint in his own life-time
him that shall become his successor ,
that differences may not arise after
his passing”

Question: Is it possible that the
guardian, Shoghi Effendi did not
appoint his successor in his own life-
time and leave the Cause of God
without the guard? Is it possible that
the first guardian did not do his most
important duty in his own life-time? Or
it is very possible that the erring ex-
Hands deceived the believers to
believe that the first guardian did not
do his duty? Should not the so called
Universal House of Justice provide a
convincing answer to support their
claim?

The first guardian in the Dispensation
of Baha’w’llah states: “Divorce from
the institution of Guardianship the
world Order of Baha’u’llah would be
mutilated and permanently deprived of
that hereditary principal which, as
‘Abdw’l-Bah’a has written, has been
invariably uphold by the Law of God.”

Question: How the so called Universal
House of Justice, in the absence of the
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guardian, can prevent division within
the Faith? How will the unity of the
Faith can be preserved?

The guardian in Dispensation of
Baha’w’llah further sates: “Severed
from the no less essential institution of
the Universal House of Justice this
same system of the Will of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah’a would be paralysed in its action
and would be powerless to fill in those
gaps which the Author of the Kit’ab-i-
Aqdas has deliberately left in the body
of His legislative and administrative
ordinances”

Question: How can the so called
Universal House of Justice and in the
absence of the guardian fill the gaps
left in the Writings by Baha’u’11ah?

The first guardian in Dispensation of
Baha’u’llah states: “It should be stated
at the very outset, in clear and
unambiguous language, that these twin
institutions of the Administrative
Order of Baha’u’llah, [the
Guardianship and Universal House of
Justice], should be regarded as divine
in origin, essential in their functions
and complementary in their aim and
purpose.  Their common, their
fundamental object is to insure the
continuity of that divinely-appointed
authority which flows from the Source
of our Faith, to safeguard the unity of
its followers and to maintain the
integrity and flexibility of its
teachings.”

Question: How can the so called
Universal House of Justice be
complete without the guardian as its
permanent head? How can the integrity
of the World Order of Baha’u’llah be
safeguarded? How can the continuity
of the divinely-appointed authority,
which flows from the Source, be



safeguarded? How is the unity of the
believers guarded?

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a in His Will and
Testament states: “The mighty
stronghold shall remain impregnable
and safe through obedience to him who
is the guardian of the Cause of God.”
“It is incumbent upon the members of
the House of Justice ...to show their
obedience, submissiveness and
subordination unto the guardian of the
Cause of God”

Question: To whom does, the so called
Universal House of Justice show their
obedience/submissiveness?

The first guardian Shoghi Effendi
directed the community to design and
construct four buildings; The Seat of
Universal House of Justice, The Seat
of the institution of Hands of the
Cause, The Archives and the Seat of
guardian or Daar‘al-vel’ayeh. The first
guardian even located the sites for
these buildings. The construction of
the Archive Building was completed in
his own life-time.

Question: If the guardianship was
ended and every body including his
wife Mrs. R. Rabbani knew that the
first guardian did not have a child;
Why did the first guardian directed the
community for the design and
construction of Daar‘al-vel’ayeh?

Mrs. R. Rabbani, the wife of the first
guardian, states, in the introduction to
“The Ministry of the Custodians 1957-
19637, “How to assume the reins of
authority, with no document to
support us [the Hands of the Cause]
other than the general theological
statements about the Hands”? With
no documents to support the Hands!!
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Question: If the Hands did not have
any document to support them; Why
did the Hands of the Cause assume the
rein of authority after the first
guardian’s death?

There are many other questions that
the so called Universal House of
Justice must answer or they must to
acknowledge the continuation of
Guardianship in the Baha’i Faith.

The investigators of the Baha’i Faith
are invited to write to the so the so
called Universal House of Justice and
requested for answers to the above
questions and to the other questions
that the investigators of the Baha’i
Faith might have to ask.

The attention of the reader is directed
to the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah’a and the World Order of
Baha’u’llah by Shoghi Effendi, for the
study of the World Order of
Baha’u’llah. You are further invited to
write to: Mr. E. S. Yazdani, P. O. Box
563, Hornsby, NSW, 2077, Australia,
for additional information on the
subject.

The above questions were set by E.S.
Yazdani.

Mr. E. S. Yazdani,

May 14 2005

P. O. Box 563,
Hornsby, NSW, 2077.
Australia

E-mail
esyazdani@tpg.com.au

Address;
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Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in Person

Permanent Head of the Universal House of Justice

et pBe ) Janl s Jahs Y Gy g i L al L ekl

Without such an institution [Guardianship] the integrity of the Faith would be

imperiled, and the stability of the entire fabric would be gravely endangered.

Its prestige would be suffer, the means required to enable it to take a long, an

uninterrupted view over a series of generations would be completely lacking,

and the necessary guidance to define the sphere of the legislative action of its
elected representative would be totally withdrawn.”

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE
OF |

JUSTICE
) alis | Jaad) ey,

Universally Elected Body by the People of
the World

[Under direct supervision of a living Guardian of the Baha’i F aith]
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