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O God, my God!

Shield Thy trusted servants from the evil of self
and passion, protect them with the watchful eye of
Thy loving-kindness from all rancor, hate and
envy, shelter them in the impregnable stronghold
of Thy care and, safe from the darts of
doubtfulness, make them the manifestations of
Thy glorious signs, illumine their faces with
effulgent rays shed from the Dayspring of Thy
divine unity, gladden their hearts with the verses
revealed from Thy holy kingdom, strengthen their
lions by thine all-swaying power that cometh from
Thy realm of glory. Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Protector, the Almighty, the Glorious.

‘Abdu’l-Bah’a
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Message from the Guardian

Ms A. Kruger has called the Guardian
and she has sent the following message:

Allah'u'Abha!

I spoke to the Guardian today. He asked
me to send you all his love and to let you
know that you are in his thoughts and in
his prayers. He sounded tired but well.
He said the heat in Marseille is
particularly brutal right now. He does
not have air conditioning and only relies
on a fan and windows.  Jacques
continues to go to dialysis three days a
week.

True to form, Jacques was more anxious
to talk about my health than his own. He
is an incredible example of too many
spiritual qualities to list. He sends his
apologies to those who are waiting for
letters; he has been too exhausted and
too busy with dialysis to keep up with
his correspondence.

The Guardian spoke of how Shoghi
Effendi stated the need for people to
mature spiritually before the Revelation
of Baha'u'llah would take hold in the
world. He said that because people have
not evolved spiritually that we will have
major catastrophes. We as Baha'is must
mature spiritually as well. He says it is
best to focus on ourselves and our
families.

Nurturing ourselves and our families is
what will begin this spiritual evolution.
It is upon the foundation of truly
spiritual  individuals, families, and
communities that the Kingdom of God
will be built.

Jacques has given the same advice each
time someone has made false claims to a
station which is not their own: ignore
that person. The Guardian recognizes
how beautiful and wonderful it would be
for all these groups following
illegitimate Baha'i leaders to unite, of
course it is his goal. However he also
recognizes that there is a spiritual
disease infesting the Baha'i Community
and the world at large which can only be
healed one soul at a time. His constant
message is that there only needs to be
one person alive in the world protecting
the Covenant. Those with pure hearts
will find and defend the Covenant. Once
they do it is their duty to turn inward in
prayer and meditation, acquire spiritual
qualities and attributes, and reflect them
to our family, our community, and the
world. It is this focus on the spirit which
will establish the Kingdom and the
Covenant in the world.

As always, it was wonderful to speak to
the Guardian.

You are all in his thoughts and prayers.
Jacques thanks you all for your letters,
prayers, and contributions.

Love in el-Abha, Amy



Dawn Over Mount Hira
By Anita Coryell

This winter I came across a Baha’i
book in my library that I had never
read, a collection of essays by
Marzieh Gail titled Dawn Over
Mount Hira. For those of you
unfamiliar, Gail was an influential
Baha’i, the daughter of Persian
diplomat Ali-Kuli Khan and Boston
debutante Florence Breed. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha called upon her mother and
father to unite the East and West in
the Baha’i'l"! message.

When Gail was ten years old, her
father presided at the Versailles
Peace Conference as a member of
the Persian delegation. During this
period Gail met Shoghi Effendi for
the first time, as the future guardian
passed through France on his way to
Oxford. She was photographed with
‘Abdu’l-Baha as a young girl, and on
her finger she wore a ring, a gift
from The Greatest Leaf.

Marzieh Gail grew up in this world.
Instead of playing, she remembers
listening to adult conversations about
the Faith. At first her education
consisted of tutors, and many
marriage proposals came to her
father. Under the advice and tutelage
of the Master and Shoghi Effendi,
however, Gail went on to become
well-educated. She attended Vassar
in 1925 and transferred to Stanford
University in 1927 when her family
moved to California.

Fluent in French, Persian, English
and some Russian, Gail translated
several Baha’i books, beginning in
1945 with The Seven Valleys and
Four Valleys. She also translated The
Secret of Divine Civilization in 1957,
the year Shoghi Effendi died, and
Selections from the Writings of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, published in 1976.
Her own writings include not only
Baha’i essays and commentaries, but
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historical works on the medieval
papacy and the renaissance. Dawn
Over Mount Hira is a collection of
essays, most of which were written
before the death of Shoghi Effendi.
They largely appeared in the Star of
the West and early volumes of World
Order.

Marzieh Gail’s essays ring out with
love and reverence for her Faith and
its  founders. There is a
straightforwardness about them, and
she often discusses the Faith in terms
of a simple truth that the world will
one day embrace. In the following
passage, Gail seeks to capture what it
must have been like to stand before
Baha’u’llah in the garden of Ridvan.

There is a garden in Baghdad where
the trees grow tall and hundreds of
doves flutter in the branches, so that
all day the place is clamorous with
the noise of the doves. In this garden,
on April 21, 1863, a Persian
nobleman gathered His followers
around Him."*!

Her love for this Faith and
all it takes in can be understood by a
simple description she wrote of the
Wilmette temple in a 1944 essay
titled “Headlines Tomorrow.”

If you pass through Wilmette,
Illinois, along the shore of Lake
Michigan, you will come to a great
House of Worship that has been built
there. There are no priests in this
House, and the nine entrances are
open to followers of all religions and
of no religion, to black and white, to
well-dressed and shabby alike. It
looks like a white rainbow, curving
over the town, and you remember
that the rainbow is the sign of the



Covenant that God made with man,
long ago. 7

Gail ends her essay with a simple
hope and belief, one we probably all
share: ‘These things have not made
the front page today. But they will be
in the headlines tomorrow. ™!

Gail’s essays cover a gamut of
Baha’i topics, from Muhammad and
his many wives and feelings toward
women to the Bab’s early followers.
The passing of the Bab and
Baha’v’llah are written as if the
author had been there. War, the
atomic age, and the millennium are
discussed from a Baha’i perspective.
Gail writes about Mirza Abdu’l-Fadl,
based on conversations with her
father. She comments on “Epistle to
the Son of the Wolf,” Baha’u’llah’s
last Tablet, and the real significance
of Easter Sunday. Throughout her
essays, Gail quotes  writers,
philosophers, and historians. Like a
true scholar, she pulls in many
sources to make her points. She
begins her essay “Easter Sunday”
with a comparison of the Faith to a
line in poem:

There is a poem by Vachel Lindsay
called ‘The Chinese Nightingale.” It
has a refrain that says ‘spring came
on forever.” That is a lovely line—
spring came on forever. It expresses
the season—its lack of finality and its
recurrence."”)

The book contains three essays on
women, a favorite topic for Gail.
“Till Death Do Us Part” focuses on
Baha’i marriage and sexuality. “The
Rise of Women” reiterates ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s teachings on equality of the
sexes. My favorite, “The White Silk
Dress,” discusses the devotion and
attributes of the beloved heroine
Tahirih. It begins,

The body lies crushed into a well,
with rocks over it, somewhere near
the center of Tihran. Buildings have

gone up around it, and traffic passes
along the road near where the garden
was. Buses push donkeys to one side,
automobiles from across the world
graze the camels’ packs, carriages
rock by. Toward sunset men scoop
up water from a stream and fling it
into the road to lay the dust. And the
body is there, crushed into the
ground, and men come and go, and
think it is hidden and forgotten. "'

Implying, of course, that it is not and
never will be. The end of the essay
shows Gail’s persistent optimism for
the Faith and its future, a conviction
that pulses throughout the book.

But today there are a thousand
voices where there was one voice
then. Words in many tongues, books
in many scripts, and temples rising.
The love she died for caught and
spread, till there are a thousand
hearts offered now, for one heart
then. She is not silent, there in the
earth. Her lips are dust, but they
speak.

I find something very special
when I read the works of Baha’is
written before the history of the last
50 years. There is a confidence in
their words, a brightness that cannot
be dimmed by history. Everything is
still fresh and new and untarnished,
and I get the feeling I am standing on
the very edge of Baha’u’llah’s World
Order, watching the red carpet
rolling out. Just as Gail quotes
Vachel Lindsay, it is springtime still
in these early Baha’i writings, and
the sun is just coming up over the
new age.

For those of us on the other side
of the violation, it can be harder to
find the spring in our step. Marzich
Gail wrote most of her essays before
1957, but a few in the book came
later. At first glance, she seems to
have missed the events of the years
following Shoghi Effendi’s death
almost entirely, an oversight that is



an event in itself. How could one so
in love with the Faith, so
knowledgeable of its past and its
people, not notice the serious detour
that it took? Perhaps she did notice,
but chose to ignore it, for fear she
would lose the strength the Faith
brought her, the blissfulness, the
peace of the age.

In some of her writing about what
happened, there is an acceptance of
the actions the Hands took in 1957
and beyond. But in a closer reading
of Gail’s words, I sense an unease
regarding the Faith’s future. In an
essay titled “Will and Testament,”
her praise is for Shoghi Effendi and
the guardianship, not for the new
administration. It is not clear from
the book when this essay was
written. The beginning of it first
appeared in World Order 6, no. 1,
April 1940. Clearly, the sections that
reference Shoghi Effendi’s death
Gail added later.

“After ‘Abud’l-Baha,” she writes in
“Will and Testament,” “it was love
for the Guardian that built our world
order. It was because of his clearly
spelled-out instructions that, since
1963, the Baha’i world has revolved
around The Universal House of
Justice.” V7] In the
following passage from the same
essay, Gail speaks of the
guardianship:

There is still something else. I mean
there is the Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith. The secret of the Baha’i Faith

is the tie between the individual and
the Guardian. We obey our elected
representatives, our Local and
National  Spiritual ~ Assemblies,
because our interest is centred in
him. Because of the Guardianship,
then, I believe in the Baha’i plan for
establishing a world federation. I
have heard of no other plan which
would work. !

Neither have any of us. Gail’s
understanding seems so clear, her
purpose so centered, it is hard to
believe she gave the guardianship up.
Perhaps she did not let go of it
easily. In the following passage,
Gail’s words are sad, and they long
for the guardianship.

The great surge forward of the Faith
under the administration of the
Universal House of Justice and the
counsel and encouragement of the
Hands of the Cause of God is proof
of God’s continuing guidance. But it
should never be forgotten that the
momentum for this advance, the
pioneering movement that spread the
Baha’i Faith over the entire globe,
and the organization of the believers
into a responsible, responsive world
body, all were the result of Shoghi
Effendi’s devoted, tireless, selfless,
divinely—ins?ired ministry of thirty-
six years."™’

Marzieh Gail died October 1993 in
San Francisco

‘1 Chen, Constance M., “Obituary: Marzieh Nail Carpenter Gail. Published in html formatted by the Baha’i Studies

Review, vol.6 (1996), hitp://baha’i-library.com/bsr/bsr06/07_chen_gail.htm

) Gail, Marzieh, Dawn Over Mount Hira and Other Essays, George Ronald (Oxford, 1976), 51.
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BELOVED FRIENDS:

Believers have questioned me as to my
status as President of the Baha’i
International Council, appointed by
The Beloved Guardian Shoghi Effendi,
the First Guardian of the Baha’i Faith.
I take the means of this proclamation,
to the coming annual national
convention to tell all Baha’is exactly
what my position and status is in the
Faith.

The Baha’i people the world around
know that The Beloved Guardian
singled me, Mason Remey, out from
amongst all of the Believers upon earth
to occupy the position of President of
the Baha’i International Council. This
is the only position suggestive of
authority that Shoghi Effendi ever
bestowed upon anyone, the only
special and specific appointment of
authority to any man ever made by
him.

The Beloved Guardian declared the
Baha’i International Council to be the
forerunner of and the first step toward
the establishment of The Universal
House of Justice, and furthermore, that
the Baha’i International Council was
the embryo of The Universal House of
Justice  which embryo  would
eventually develop into The Universal
House of Justice.

Although all Baha’is know that I,
Mason Remey, am the President of the
Baha’i International Council by the
appointment of The Beloved Guardian

Shoghi Effendi, yet many of you may
not know me personally. I have been
living at Haifa much of the time during
these past ten years. My visits to
America being in the summers when I
have done but little travelling among
the Baha’i communities so personally I
may be a stranger to the many recently
registered in the Faith. Therefore, I
will tell you something about myself.

My fore bearers were early American
Colonials of New England in the north
and Virginia in the south. I was
brought up in the Christian Faith as
taught by the Episcopal Church. The
members of this church, as you know,
although always orthodox may be
anything from Catholic upon one hand
to Protestant on the other. While this
church is usually classed as Protestant,
its Prayer Book proclaims it to be "The
Holy Catholic Apostolic Church." My
inheritance was from the Catholic
interpretation of Christianity rather
than from the Protestant attitude.

To the average American, The
Catholic Church usually means Roman
Catholic, but there are other Catholic
communions. In The Holy Land, that is
now my home and has been for these
past ten years, the Ministry of
Religions of Israel lists eleven different
Catholic communions in that country —
Roman, Anglican, Russian, Armenian,
Greek, Greek Orthodox, Coptic, etc.
The Anglican Catholic Persuasion
corresponding to the so called High
Episcopal Church in  America.



With this Catholic background it was
the most logical and natural thing in
the world for me to accept the Baha’i
message without question as I did
when I heard it in 1899-1900 from
May Ellis Bolles (later Mrs. Sutherland
Maxwell), because the Holy Catholic
Apostolic Church teaches the Second
Coming of Christ — The Christ to come
manifesting as the Lord of Creation —

the Prince of Peace — coming to
establish "His Kingdom upon Earth as
it is in Heaven."

From New England on the north and
Virginia on the south, my forebears
came into the middle west where I was
born in 1874 at a town on the
Mississippi River, two hundred and ten
miles from Chicago, not far distant
from the geographic centre of the
United States, this land that our
Beloved Guardian has called "The
Cradle of the Administration of the
Baha’i Faith." Thus do I introduce
myself to those of you who may know
me but by name only.

As I travel about through the Baha’i
world, the friends ask me many
questions about the life of the believers
in Israel, and in particular about the
Hands of the Faith in The Holy Land?
The Baha’i people are just curious to
know about things transpiring there
and of how the problems of the Faith
are being handled?

There is some general information that
I can give them that is in no way
confidential but I am not mentioning
anything of a confidential nature to any
Baha’i because as is well known in
Baha’i circles from the first of the
conclaves of the Hands the majority of
the Hands of the Faith were united in
the opinion that absolutely nothing said
or done in these conclaves be divulged,
disclosed or revealed to any of the
Baha’is outside of the body of the

twenty seven Hands. However, each
Hand of the Faith is not only allowed
but urged to express herself or himself
with perfect freedom within the four
walls of the chamber in which the
Hands are gathered. It is the duty
enjoined upon each of the Hands to
express her or his own convictions to
the Hands when seated in conclave.(A
Conclave, according to the Oxford
Dictionary, is "Any meeting for secret
consultation.")

I, as the President of the International
Council was one of those things that
every Baha’i knows but that just never
happened to be talked about nor even
mentioned in any of the conclaves or in
the conferences of the Hands of the
Faith; therefore, as this subject was
never mentioned, I, having promised
the Hands never to divuige any of their
discussions, proceedings or decisions,
am not breaking faith with them now
by explaining to the believers about
this subject of my Presidentship of the
International Council a subject that
was never even mentioned nor brought
up for discussion by the Hands of the
Faith in any conference that I ever
attended or know anything about.

Before going into the subject of my
Presidency of the International Council
and the stand that I take in the cause
and explain in this letter, T would
preface my statement by giving in a
few words a picture of the set up of
things in Haifa under the regime of
The Beloved Guardian when all the
members of the International Council
including the resident Hands lived
there and served the Guardian daily.
Each of us council members were
given instructions by Shoghi Effendi of
what he wanted us to do and we
reported to him as these various
services  were  underway  and
completed. The sole authority of all
these operations rested in the



instructions given to each direct from
the Guardian himself, thus as a
council, a functioning body, we never
undertook any services of any nature
whatsoever.

After the appointment of the
International Council, many times one
of the members would come to me
saying, "Mason, you are the President
of the Council, get yourself busy, call a
meeting, you are the President of the
Council, you should take the initiative
to organize this body and do
something." To which my response
was always, "The Guardian of the
Faith appointed the Baha'i
International Council and He will tell
me what I should do and when I should
call the Council into action."

The First Guardian of the Faith left this
world without giving me any orders or
instructions whatsoever regarding the
International Council. The Beloved
Guardian gave me no authority to do
anything about the Universal Council
during his lifetime for while He was
living He was the Guardian of the
Faith and as infallibility then was
vested in him and in him only, my
position was then only that of [ myself
holding a potential responsibility. But
with the death of Shoghi Effendi, He
no longer being the centre upon earth
of infallibility, I became the acting
President of the International Council
in my own right as President of this
body, thus [ came into active command
of the council. Therefore I am now but
assuming the powers that came to me
automatically upon the death of Shoghi
Effendi and that have been mine
exclusively of all others upon earth
since the death of the First Guardian of
the Faith.

This is the authority I am now
exercising when I refuse to recognize
any interference from anyone in the
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affairs of the International Council.
This means from any one at all, person
or persons.

The Hands of the Faith can only
function as protectors of the Faith
when they are serving under the
direction following the commands of
the infallible Guardian of the Faith.
They have no authority vested in
themselves as Hands of the Faith to act
neither in their own capacity nor in any
other capacity, save under the direction
of the living Guardian of the Faith.

The Beloved Guardian chose me to be
the President of the Baha’i
International Council that is according
to his explanation the President of the
Embryonic Universal House of Justice.
Therefore 1 am the President of the
Embryonic Universal House of Justice.
When this August body becomes the
Universal House of Justice, if such
being during my lifetime, I will then be
the President of the First Universal
House of Justice of the Baha’i
Dispensation.

Therefore, inasmuch as The Beloved
Guardian in His Infallibility has thus
placed me in command of the Faith to
protect and to guard the Faith, I can do
nothing but assume my place that he
has given me with all of the
responsibilities, the perquisites and
emoluments that go with this position,
therefore by his infallible orders I now
alone after him command the cause
and guard its integrity.

The delay until now of my calling the
attention of the believers to the
provisions for the protection and the
guarding of the cause, made some
years ago by our Beloved Guardian
when He appointed me to be the
President of the Baha’i International
Council, has given the Hands of the
Faith and the believers of the Faith



ample time to discover for themselves,
had that been possible for them to have
discovered my unique position in the
Faith. But until now no one, other than
I has discovered that such authority
was vested in me by Our Beloved
Guardian. To the moment of my
sending out into the Baha’i world of
this proclamation, I have taken no one
into this confidence — I have stood
single and alone in all the world
guarding the Faith.

That I was to occupy this august
position in The Baha’i Faith that The
Beloved Guardian has chosen me to
occupy, I have definitely known for the
past twelve years more or less, without
ever mentioning it to anyone until very
recently when privately and in secret, 1
made this declaration to the Hands of
the Faith in the Holy Land. In this
proclamation statement to you I am
now declaring my position of
command in the cause to the Believers
here in America, "The Cradle of the
Administration of The Baha’i Faith,"
and through this convention to all the
Baha’i World.

In this time of confusion of thought
and purpose that so threatens the
Baha’i world, now is the propitious
moment for me to make the
announcement that I do in this writ. I
cannot delay any longer. All these
plans of the Hands of the Faith for
1963 that are so absorbing and
confusing to the people of the Faith
must be dropped and stopped
immediately. 1 am the only one who
can command this situation so I have
arisen to do so for I alone in all this
world have been given the authority
and the power to accomplish this.

Be it understood. I of myself make no
claims for myself. [ am but telling and
reminding the Hands of the Faith and
the Baha’is of all the world of the
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responsibilities that The Beloved
Guardian placed upon me as President
of the Baha’i International Council.

It is well known throughout the Baha’i
world and accepted by all Baha’is that
the protection of the Faith and the
propagation of the Faith are special
and particular functions of the Hands
of the Faith, they working and serving
under the direction of the Guardian of
the Faith. It is from and through the
Guardianship that infallibility is vested
and that the Hands of the Faith receive
their orders.

The Program for 1960 as announced
by the Hands of the Faith in their
message to the Baha’i world of
November 4, 1959 signed by twenty
two of the Hands, as well as the same
program announced in their former
messages, so flagrantly violate and
puts to naught the Will and Testament,
the Guardianship, and the
Administration of the Faith that the
Beloved Guardian so laboriously and
painstakingly built up during his long
ministry, that I can no longer condone
such actions upon the part of the Hands
of the Faith.. I have remained silent
now for over two years hoping that
they would give up this destructive
propagandizing but all to no effect so
now it is necessary that I call a halt
upon their activities.

I now command the Hands of the Faith
to stop all of their preparations for
1963 and furthermore 1 command all
believers both as individual Baha’is
and as assemblies of Baha’is to
immediately cease cooperating with
and giving support to this fallacious
program for 1963.

I have delayed as long as I dare delay
before issuing this command to the
Baha’i world — I, hoping that the
Hands of the Faith would see for
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themselves that the will and testament
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd was being violated
and that they would of themselves
abandon their stand. 1 am standing
single and alone against the entire
Baha’i world but confirmed and
steadfast in my assurance of ultimately
saving the cause from this calamity.
My assurance is based upon the
authority that The Beloved Guardian
gave me as President of the Council,
the authority enabling me to act and
assume command of the Baha’is that
came to me at His death.

It is meet right and timely that I should
make this announcement in this
convention of Baha’is of America
which land the Beloved Guardian
called the "Cradle of the
Administration." T make this call here
and now standing single and alone
before you but fully confident of your
support and cooperation in all Baha’i
matters for you understand the
Administration of the Faith and that I
guard it from all violation and harm.

Because the Beloved Guardian called
America the Cradle of the Baha’i
Administration, the American Baha’is
have a very special and particular
responsibility to which 1 am calling
them now at this particular time.

I expect the friends in this convention
to consider with prayer and with
thought this declaration addressed to
them that is a declaration to the entire
Baha’i world. I expect them to accept

me without question as their
Commander-in-Chief in all Baha’i
matters and to follow me so long as |
live for I am the Guardian of the Faith
— the Infallible Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith.

The line of the Guardianship of the
Baha’i Faith is unbroken for I have
been the Guardian of the Faith since
the death of the Beloved Guardian
Shoghi Effendi.

At their earliest convenience the
National Assembly of the United
States should communicate with me so
that I can arrange to receive them.
Since they are the first amongst the
National Assemblies to be called into
spiritual action by me their
responsibilities are very great for [ am
calling this American National
Assembly first from all other National
Assemblies of the world to support me
in my command of the Baha’i Cause.

Dearly Beloved Friends, seated in
convention in the land of the Cradle of
the Administration of the Faith, this is
all that I have to tell you now at this
time.

With  much love to  you.

Faithfully In El Abha,

MASON R., GUARDIAN

OF THE BAHA’i FAITH

WHEN THE WORD OF GOD IS DENIED, RESISTED AND EFFORT MADE TO
DESTROY ITS POTENCY, MAN PLACES HIMSELF IN OPPOSITIO TO GOD.
FROM THAT OPPOSITION FLOW THE WARS AND REVOLUTION WHICH
BECOME AN INSTRUMENT BY WHICH A NON-BELIEVING GENERATION

INFLICT DIRE PUNISHMENT TUPON ITSELF.

Horace Holley
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Rumi’s Biography

Jalaluddin Rumi was born in
1207 C.E. ( i.e. Common Era aligned with
A.D.) in Balkh. This city was then in the
Persian province of Khorasan but is now in
Afghanistan. Balkh was then a prominent
city and his family had a tradition of
service there in legal and religious offices.
Despite this background he moved, in his
youth and with his family about 1218 C.E.,
away from Balkh in order to avoid the
warlike Mongols who were then
conquering  extensively  under  the
leadership of their Khans.

The family traveled to Baghdad, to Mecca
on pilgrimage, and to Damascus and
eventually settled at Karaman near Konya
in what is now western Turkey.

Following this move to Konya, then the
capital of the western Seljuk Turks
Jalaluddin's father was busy as an Islamic
theologian,  teacher and  preacher.
Jalaluddin followed in this tradition and,
upon his father's demise in 1231 C.E.
succeeded to his post as a prominent
religious teacher.

This part of the world was then known to its

inhabitants as Rum, a name derived from
the Byzantine Roman Empire that had
formerly held it. Jalaluddin's name in
religion and literature - Rumi - is itself
derived from Rum.

Rumi is today thought of being a Persian
mystic and poet and is closely identified
with Sufism and Sufi mysticism. This
Sufism being a mysticism within Islam
where devotees sought a mystical union
with God.

From around 1232 C.E. and the arrival of
one of his fathers former Balkh students in
Konya Rumi was thoroughly familiarized
with doctrines of Sufism that had emerged
in Persia and in 1240 C.E. he was
recognized as being a Shaykh in his own
right.
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In about 1244 C.E. Rumi befriended Shams
ad-Din (Sun of Religion), a wandering
dervish or Sufi devotee who was formerly
from Tabriz, who became his mentor. For
over two years he and Shams ad-Din were
very closely associated in a platonic
friendship and living in the same house.
Sufis had a tradition of such close platonic
friendships based on a commonality of
spiritual endeavors.

Rumi had previous to this all absorbing
friendship been busy as a teacher and
leader of a Mevlevi discipleship. His
former pupils were most discomfited by the
friendship with Shams and threatened
violence.

Shams ad-Din disappeared unexplainably
in 1247 C.E. and Rumi subsequently
composed approaching to 30,000 verses of
poetry, the Lyrics of Shams of Tabriz,
expressing his feelings at the disappearance
of his friend. He later formed other deep
spiritual friendships that were not really
welcomed by his disciples in the Mevlevi
Order.

One of these friendships again inspired
poetry, notably the epic poem Masnavi [
Ma'navi (Spiritual Couplets), which has
had an immense influence on Persian
literature and thought.

This friend, Husam ad-Din Chelebi,
became leader of the Mevlevi Order upon
Rumi's death in 1273 C.E.

Rumi had taught that "Muslims,
Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians should
be viewed with the same eye" and it is said
that people drawn from five faith
backgrounds followed his funeral bier. His
mausoleum, the Green Dome in Konya, is
today a place of pilgrimage for many
thousands.



O heart let go of your soul

until you see the soul maker
Leave behind this deceptive faker
so you reach your real goal.

Unless you pass through here
you will never reach the beyond
free yourself from worldly bond

Doubtless clear, to you appear.

If it is a sign that you seek
In this path, my dear friend
Yourself you must transcend
And signs to you will speak.

Go past the four and five
From six and seven look away
Rise above this earth and clay

Seven skies become alive.

When you’ve seen the seventh sky
Go to the eighth sphere Step upon the
things that appear

You’ll find the void nearby.
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Within the void you shall see
The souls of dear friends
Disembodied floating heads
In the space less roaming free.

Close the critical eye

Appeal to the inner sight

From yourself briefly take flight
The beloved will appear nigh.

You who have never taken a pace
On the path of misfortune

To soul’s treasure won’t attune
Unless this costly pain embrace.

O hear ye, Shams-e Tabriz
Silently speak the word

With your soul be in accord
Which you’ll see joyously frees.

Rumi
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“Any institution that is not established in accordance with the
Divine Order, not in conformity with the principles and the
conditions recorded in the Holy Writings, as it is required for this
august institution, consequently such an institution is void of
credential, deprived of spiritual station, and forbidden to have any
right to legislate and enact laws and ordinances which are not
explicitly recorded in the Holy Writings. It also lacks the essential
qualities and the Divine confirmation."
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